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Cost per Publicly Funded Birth
State-level data on the average cost of a Medicaid-funded 
birth were drawn from earlier studies.9,11 (Data on the 
cost of a CHIP-funded birth were not available, but are 
assumed for the current analysis to be the same as for a 
Medicaid-funded birth.) Briefl y, data on these costs are not 
consistently collected for all states, but were available in 
applications or evaluations completed by 24 states that 

variation in the dependent variable could be accounted for 
by the independent variables. The same procedures were 
used to obtain data on the proportion of births resulting 
from intended pregnancies and of all births that were paid 
for by Medicaid or CHIP; the R-squared coeffi cients for the 
two models indicated that 80% and 85% of the  variation, 
respectively, could be accounted for by the independent 
variables. (See appendix for additional details.)

TABLE 1. Number of births, and percentage and number that were publicly funded, by pregnancy intention status, 2006

State No. of births % that were publicly funded No. that were publicly funded

 All Unintended Intended All Unintended Intended All Unintended Intended

U.S. total         
Adjusted  4,265,600 1,620,000 2,645,600 47.6 64.0 35.4 2,031,400 1,036,800 994,600
Unadjusted 4,265,600 1,823,900 2,441,600 47.6 64.0 35.4 2,031,400 1,167,400 864,000
         
State
Alabama 63,200 30,500 32,700 49.8 66.2 33.7 31,500 20,200 11,300
Alaska 11,000 4,800 6,200 49.3 63.9 37.2 5,400 3,100 2,400
Arizona*,† 102,400 43,800 58,600 52.1 66.7 42.0 53,300 29,200 24,100
Arkansas 41,000 20,800 20,200 59.9 73.6 46.0 24,500 15,300 9,200
California 562,400 243,000 319,500 49.8 62.0 40.6 280,300 150,600 129,700
Colorado 70,800 28,200 42,600 41.6 59.5 29.4 29,400 16,700 12,700
Connecticut† 41,800 13,500 28,300 28.2 47.3 18.1 11,800 6,400 5,400
Delaware 12,000 5,600 6,300 50.3 67.5 35.1 6,000 3,800 2,200
District of Columbia*,† 8,500 2,600 6,000 63.4 75.2 53.5 5,400 1,900 3,500
Florida 236,800 109,600 127,200 49.6 62.9 38.2 117,500 69,000 48,500
Georgia 148,600 74,900 73,700 56.4 70.7 40.9 83,800 53,000 30,800
Hawaii 19,000 8,700 10,300 31.8 42.2 22.9 6,000 3,700 2,400
Idaho 24,200 8,300 15,900 37.7 55.5 28.0 9,100 4,600 4,500
Illinois 180,600 75,300 105,300 49.8 68.2 36.3 89,900 51,400 38,600
Indiana*,† 88,600 37,000 51,600 43.9 61.3 31.2 38,900 22,700 16,200
Iowa‡ 40,600 14,600 26,000 37.2 56.8 20.4 15,100 8,300 6,800
Kansas*,† 41,000 17,200 23,800 36.2 54.6 22.3 14,800 9,400 5,500
Kentucky 58,300 23,700 34,500 54.0 78.4 37.2 31,500 18,600 12,800
Louisiana 63,400 34,700 28,700 67.1 80.5 52.0 42,500 27,900 14,600
Maine 14,200 5,400 8,700 44.8 65.5 31.9 6,300 3,600 2,800
Maryland 77,500 31,200 46,300 33.5 46.5 25.2 26,000 14,500 11,400
Massachusetts 77,700 24,000 53,700 36.1 59.1 25.9 28,000 14,200 13,900
Michigan 127,500 52,100 75,300 43.5 61.5 31.0 55,500 32,000 23,400
Minnesota 73,500 26,500 47,100 37.9 58.9 25.5 27,900 15,600 12,300
Mississippi 46,100 27,400 18,700 69.2 81.0 52.6 31,900 22,200 9,700
Missouri 81,400 37,700 43,700 50.0 65.1 36.7 40,700 24,500 16,200
Montana 12,500 5,500 7,000 36.0 53.0 21.7 4,500 2,900 1,600
Nebraska 26,700 10,600 16,100 43.7 64.5 29.9 11,700 6,900 4,800
Nevada*,† 40,000 15,000 25,100 44.0 60.3 33.1 17,600 9,000 8,600
New Hampshire*,† 14,400 5,000 9,300 25.8 45.5 14.8 3,700 2,300 1,400
New Jersey 115,000 40,500 74,500 32.1 49.7 22.6 36,900 20,100 16,800
New Mexico 29,900 13,700 16,200 53.8 65.1 44.3 16,100 8,900 7,200
New York 250,100 86,600 163,500 50.1 64.7 42.0 125,300 56,000 69,300
North Carolina 127,900 60,900 67,000 53.1 74.1 39.7 67,900 45,100 22,800
North Dakota 8,600 3,100 5,500 26.9 46.0 16.2 2,300 1,400 900
Ohio 150,600 70,300 80,300 42.0 61.6 25.5 63,200 43,300 20,000
Oklahoma 54,000 26,100 27,900 55.3 70.2 41.2 29,900 18,400 11,500
Oregon 48,700 18,500 30,200 44.2 61.2 33.1 21,500 11,300 10,200
Pennsylvania 149,100 66,300 82,700 33.8 50.7 20.3 50,400 33,600 16,800
Rhode Island 12,400 4,600 7,800 42.9 59.1 33.5 5,300 2,700 2,600
South Carolina 62,200 31,200 31,000 60.0 77.5 42.4 37,300 24,200 13,100
South Dakota*,† 11,900 5,300 6,700 35.6 53.5 20.9 4,200 2,800 1,400
Tennessee 84,400 43,500 40,900 53.3 67.9 37.7 45,000 29,500 15,500
Texas 399,600 179,500 220,100 59.9 73.8 48.5 239,400 132,500 106,900
Utah 53,500 18,300 35,200 33.4 49.5 25.0 17,900 9,100 8,800
Vermont 6,500 2,400 4,100 46.5 66.8 34.8 3,000 1,600 1,400
Virginia 107,800 43,700 64,200 29.5 44.6 19.2 31,800 19,500 12,300
Washington 86,900 32,000 54,900 47.2 65.1 36.6 41,000 20,800 20,200
West Virginia 20,900 9,000 12,000 59.5 72.1 49.6 12,500 6,500 6,000
Wisconsin 72,300 27,700 44,600 36.1 51.8 26.3 26,100 14,300 11,800
Wyoming 7,700 3,400 4,300 47.8 59.7 38.1 3,700 2,000 1,600

*Births from unintended pregnancies estimated by regression analyses (see appendix, page 100). †Proportion of all, unintended and intended publicly funded 
births  estimated by regression analyses (see appendix). ‡Proportion of all publicly funded births estimated by regression analyses (see appendix). Note: Unad-
justed U.S. total is the sum of individual state-level data; adjusted U.S. total is the product of the unadjusted sum and the ratio of the estimated number of births 
resulting from unintended pregnancies in 2006 (source: reference 31) to the unadjusted total. 
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have sought a federal waiver to expand Medicaid eligibility 
specifi cally for family planning services. For the remain-
ing states, the authors obtained estimates by averaging the 
available data and adjusting for states’ Medicaid payment 
rates.9,11

For the current analysis, we adjusted the published data 
for infl ation to 2006 dollars, using the medical care com-
ponent of the Consumer Price Index.29 We then separated 
the average cost of a Medicaid-funded birth for each state 
into state and federal costs, on the basis of the state’s fed-
eral medical assistance percentage for FY 2006.30 We mul-
tiplied the number of births resulting from unintended 
pregnancies in each state by the proportion of such births 
paid for by public programs to arrive at each state’s num-
ber of publicly funded births from unintended pregnan-
cies. That fi gure was then multiplied by the average cost of 
a Medicaid-funded birth in the state to arrive at a total cost 
for the state. A similar process was used for the cost of all 
publicly funded births in each state (including those from 
intended pregnancies, which we subsequently calculated 
by subtraction).

National Totals
According to the National Survey of Family Growth 
(NSFG), an estimated 1.6 million births resulted from 
unintended pregnancies in the United States in 2006;31 
by comparison, the estimates we use in this analysis24 
sum to 1.8 million births from unintended pregnancies 
that year. To account for this difference, we present both 
unadjusted U.S. totals (summed from the state-level data) 
and adjusted U.S. totals (calculated as 89%—1.6 million 
divided by 1.8 million—of the unadjusted totals). The 
estimates may differ in part because of the timing of the 
survey interview in relation to the birth (the gap between 
a given delivery and the survey date could be up to fi ve 
years for the NSFG, as compared with six months for 
PRAMS) or because of differences in the questions mea-
suring intention status. Nevertheless, because the NSFG 
is designed to provide national estimates and because its 
intention status measure may be superior to the PRAMS 
measure, we expect the adjusted national totals to be more 
accurate. Coincidentally, they are also more conservative. 
We refer in this article exclusively to adjusted totals.

RESULTS
Publicly Funded Births
Nationally, 64% of the 1.6 million births resulting from 
unintended pregnancies in 2006 were paid for by public 
insurance programs (Table 1); in comparison, 48% of all 
births and 35% of births resulting from intended pregnan-
cies were funded by these programs. We estimate that 1.0 
million—or 51%—of the 2.0 million total publicly funded 
births in 2006 resulted from unintended pregnancies. By 
comparison, 38% of all births nationwide followed unin-
tended pregnancies (1.6 million out of 4.3 million).

States vary considerably in their eligibility levels for 
pregnancy-related care, as well as in the demographic 

composition of their populations. Thus, they also vary 
considerably in the proportion of births that are pub-
licly funded, regardless of pregnancy intention status. 
In 11 jurisdictions, at least 70% of births resulting from 
unintended pregnancies were paid for public programs; 
Louisiana and Mississippi had the highest proportions 
(81% each). All but one of those 11 jurisdictions are in the 

TABLE 2. Cost per publicly funded birth, and total public costs for births resulting 
from unintended pregnancies

State Cost per Public costs for births resulting from unintended pregnancies

 
publicly

 All Federal State Per woman 
 

funded
 (in millions) (in millions) (in millions) 15–44

U.S. total
Adjusted  $11,647 $11,140.1 $6,523.0 $4,617.1 $180
Unadjusted  11,647 12,542.6 7,344.3 5,198.3 203

State
Alabama 8,660 175.1 121.7 53.4 186
Alaska 22,242 68.2 39.3 28.9 476
Arizona 9,878 288.7 193.4 95.3 232
Arkansas 11,040 168.8 124.6 44.3 299
California 8,937 1,346.4 673.2 673.2 174
Colorado 9,581 160.5 80.2 80.2 160
Connecticut 13,211 84.4 42.2 42.2 120
Delaware 12,401 47.2 23.7 23.6 267
District of Columbia 11,875 22.8 15.9 6.8 156
Florida 9,302 641.5 377.8 263.7 184
Georgia 13,128 695.6 421.6 274.1 342
Hawaii 10,571 38.9 22.8 16.0 154
Idaho 14,430 66.6 46.6 20.0 226
Illinois 9,957 511.5 255.8 255.8 190
Indiana 11,119 252.4 159.0 93.4 196
Iowa 14,468 120.1 76.4 43.7 206
Kansas 9,965 93.6 56.5 37.0 168
Kentucky 13,344 248.3 172.0 76.3 287
Louisiana 14,523 405.7 283.1 122.6 451
Maine 8,788 31.3 19.7 11.6 122
Maryland 12,933 187.7 93.8 93.8 157
Massachusetts 12,820 181.8 90.9 90.9 133
Michigan 8,798 282.0 159.6 122.4 137
Minnesota 9,168 142.9 71.5 71.5 135
Mississippi 6,136 136.3 103.6 32.7 225
Missouri 10,655 261.5 161.9 99.5 219
Montana 11,320 33.0 23.3 9.7 183
Nebraska 13,454 92.3 55.1 37.2 261
Nevada 9,232 83.3 45.6 37.7 166
New Hampshire 11,955 27.4 13.7 13.7 103
New Jersey 14,066 283.1 141.5 141.5 161
New Mexico 10,146 90.6 64.4 26.1 228
New York 13,366 749.1 374.5 374.5 182
North Carolina 12,859 579.6 368.0 211.6 314
North Dakota 14,534 20.8 13.7 7.1 164
Ohio 11,059 478.8 286.7 192.1 206
Oklahoma 9,433 173.2 117.6 55.6 241
Oregon 6,329 71.5 44.0 27.5 97
Pennsylvania 9,534 320.7 176.5 144.2 131
Rhode Island 11,490 31.3 17.1 14.3 140
South Carolina 10,509 254.2 176.2 78.0 285
South Dakota 12,911 36.3 23.6 12.7 237
Tennessee 11,647 343.7 219.9 123.8 274
Texas 9,728 1,289.1 782.0 507.1 257
Utah 10,450 94.7 67.0 27.7 165
Vermont 13,562 21.7 12.7 9.0 175
Virginia 14,666 285.9 142.9 142.9 176
Washington 12,205 253.9 127.0 127.0 193
West Virginia 10,999 71.2 52.0 19.2 204
Wisconsin 10,964 157.3 90.7 66.6 139
Wyoming 19,638 40.0 21.7 18.3 399

Note: Unadjusted U.S. total is the sum of individual state-level data; adjusted U.S. total is the product of the 
unadjusted sum and the ratio of the estimated number of births resulting from unintended pregnancies in 
2006 (source: reference 31) to the unadjusted total. 
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very similar. Louisiana, Mississippi and the District of 
Columbia had the highest proportions (52–54% of births 
resulting from intended pregnancies and 63–69% of 
all births); other southern states followed closely. New 
Hampshire had the lowest proportions (15% and 26%, 
respectively).

Public-Sector Costs for Unintended Births
Government expenditures on births resulting from unin-
tended pregnancies nationwide totaled $11.1 billion in 
2006 (Table 2, page 97); of that, $6.5 billion were federal 
expenditures and $4.6 billion were state expenditures. 
On average, a publicly funded birth cost $11,647. To put 
these fi gures in perspective, the federal and state govern-
ments together spent an average of $180 on maternity and 
infant care related to births from unintended pregnancies 
for every woman aged 15–44 in the country.

Because of the wide variation in the number of births 
resulting from unintended pregnancies paid for by public 
programs and in the cost of a publicly funded birth, public 
expenditures on births following unintended pregnancies 
varied considerably across states. In seven states, these 
costs exceeded half a billion dollars. California and Texas 
spent the most—about $1.3 billion each. Controlling for 
population size, spending per woman aged 15–44 ranged 
from $97 in Oregon to $476 in Alaska.

In addition to the costs of births resulting from unin-
tended pregnancies, the federal and state governments 
spent $10.7 billion for births from intended pregnancies, 
for a total of $21.8 billion for all publicly funded births 
(Table 3). Thus, 51% of government expenditures on 
births in 2006 were spent on births following unintended 
pregnancies ($11.1 billion of $21.8 billion).

DISCUSSION
This analysis demonstrates the importance of Medicaid 
and CHIP for assisting American women and families to 
afford the expense of pregnancy and childbirth. According 
to our estimates, 48% of all births in the United States 
in 2006 were paid for by these programs. (This estimate 
is somewhat higher than the 41% found by the National 
Governors Association for 2003;32 however, that estimate 
was based on an unweighted average of state rates.) The 
role of Medicaid in funding U.S. births has increased 
dramatically since the mid-1980s, when Congress fi rst 
allowed and then required states to expand Medicaid eli-
gibility to pregnant women at income levels well above 
those most states set for Medicaid more generally. In 1985, 
Medicaid paid for 15% of U.S. births; by 1991, that fi gure 
had more than doubled, to 32%.33

Our fi ndings also refl ect and help illustrate the increas-
ing concentration of unintended pregnancy and resulting 
births among poor and low-income women. Sixty-four 
percent of births resulting from unintended pregnancies 
in 2006—one million of them—were publicly funded. 
By contrast, only 33% of women 15–44 that year had 
a family income below 200% of the federal poverty 

South (as categorized by the U.S. Census Bureau), a region 
with high levels of poverty. In eight states, by contrast, the 
proportion was below 50%; Hawaii had the lowest pro-
portion (42%). The eight states with the lowest propor-
tions follow no clear geographic pattern.

State-level patterns for public coverage of births fol-
lowing intended pregnancies and of overall births were 

TABLE 3. Costs for all publicly funded births and for those resulting from intended 
pregnancies

State All publicly funded births  Publicly funded births resulting
 (in millions) from intended pregnancies
  (in millions)

 All Federal State All Federal State

U.S. total      
Adjusted  $21,844.1 $12,700.5 $9,143.6 $10,704.0 $6,177.4 $4,526.5
Unadjusted 21,844.1 12,700.5 9,143.6 9,301.5 5,356.2 3,945.3
      
State      
Alabama 272.7 189.6 83.1 97.6 67.9 29.8
Alaska 120.6 69.4 51.1 52.4 30.2 22.2
Arizona 526.8 352.8 173.9 238.1 159.5 78.6
Arkansas 270.9 199.8 71.1 102.0 75.3 26.8
California 2,505.3 1,252.7 1,252.7 1,159.0 579.5 579.5
Colorado 282.0 141.0 141.0 121.5 60.8 60.8
Connecticut 155.6 77.8 77.8 71.2 35.6 35.6
Delaware 74.8 37.5 37.3 27.5 13.8 13.7
District of Columbia 64.1 44.9 19.2 41.4 29.0 12.4
Florida 1,092.5 643.4 449.1 451.0 265.6 185.4
Georgia 1,100.5 666.9 433.6 404.9 245.4 159.5
Hawaii 63.8 37.5 26.3 25.0 14.7 10.3
Idaho 131.6 92.0 39.6 64.9 45.4 19.5
Illinois 895.4 447.7 447.7 383.9 191.9 191.9
Indiana 432.9 272.6 160.3 180.5 113.7 66.8
Iowa 218.5 139.0 79.5 98.4 62.6 35.8
Kansas 148.0 89.4 58.6 54.4 32.9 21.5
Kentucky 419.7 290.7 129.0 171.4 118.7 52.7
Louisiana 617.1 430.7 186.4 211.4 147.5 63.9
Maine 55.7 35.0 20.7 24.4 15.3 9.0
Maryland 335.7 167.9 167.9 148.0 74.0 74.0
Massachusetts 359.5 179.7 179.7 177.6 88.8 88.8
Michigan 487.9 276.1 211.8 205.9 116.5 89.4
Minnesota 255.5 127.7 127.7 112.5 56.3 56.3
Mississippi 195.6 148.6 46.9 59.3 45.1 14.2
Missouri 433.6 268.5 165.1 172.1 106.6 65.5
Montana 51.0 36.0 15.0 17.9 12.6 5.3
Nebraska 157.1 93.8 63.4 64.9 38.7 26.2
Nevada 162.6 89.1 73.6 79.3 43.4 35.9
New Hampshire 44.3 22.2 22.2 16.9 8.5 8.5
New Jersey 519.3 259.7 259.7 236.3 118.1 118.1
New Mexico 163.4 116.3 47.1 72.8 51.8 21.0
New York 1,674.7 837.4 837.4 925.6 462.8 462.8
North Carolina 873.0 554.3 318.7 293.4 186.3 107.1
North Dakota 33.7 22.2 11.5 12.9 8.5 4.4
Ohio 699.5 418.9 280.6 220.7 132.2 88.6
Oklahoma 281.8 191.4 90.4 108.5 73.7 34.8
Oregon 136.2 83.9 52.3 64.7 39.9 24.9
Pennsylvania 480.4 264.5 216.0 159.7 87.9 71.8
Rhode Island 61.0 33.2 27.8 29.7 16.1 13.5
South Carolina 391.8 271.6 120.2 137.6 95.4 42.2
South Dakota 54.7 35.6 19.1 18.4 11.9 6.4
Tennessee 523.7 335.1 188.6 180.0 115.2 64.8
Texas 2,328.9 1,412.7 916.2 1,039.8 630.7 409.0
Utah 186.7 132.1 54.6 92.0 65.1 26.9
Vermont 41.1 24.0 17.0 19.4 11.3 8.0
Virginia 467.0 233.5 233.5 181.1 90.6 90.6
Washington 500.5 250.2 250.2 246.6 123.3 123.3
West Virginia 137.0 100.0 37.0 65.8 48.0 17.8
Wisconsin 286.3 165.1 121.3 129.0 74.4 54.6
Wyoming 72.0 39.1 33.0 32.0 17.4 14.6

Note: Unadjusted U.S. total is the sum of individual state-level data; adjusted U.S. total is the product of the 
unadjusted sum and the ratio of the estimated number of births resulting from unintended pregnancies in 
2006 (source: reference 31) to the unadjusted total. 




