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Twenty-nine percent of women said that they had been 
the victim of intimate partner violence at least once in the 
last 12 months; 21% had perpetrated violence during that 
period. Victimization and perpetration are clearly con-
nected: Sixty-six percent reported neither victimization 
nor perpetration, 5% reported only perpetration, 13% 
reported only victimization, and 15% reported both vic-
timization and perpetration (not shown).

Predictors of Partner Violence
In uncontrolled analyses (Table 2), middle school aggres-
sion is associated with about a doubling of the odds of 
violence victimization (odds ratio, 2.0) and perpetration 
(2.5). Lifetime number of sex partners is also positively 
associated with risk (1.3 for both victimization and perpe-
tration). However, early sexual initiation is not. 

Victimization is also associated with several pregnancy-
related measures. Women who were currently trying to 
get pregnant were at increased risk (odds ratio, 1.8), as 
were those who had had at least one unintended preg-
nancy (1.6) or one abortion (1.5), and those who had had 
a problem getting pregnant (2.2). By contrast, perpetra-
tion is associated only with having had an abortion (1.8) 
or multiple abortions (1.7). Both victimization and perpe-
tration are positively associated with women’s number of 
unintended pregnancies and pregnancy problems (1.3 for 
each violence measure). Raising a child is not related to 
the likelihood of intimate partner violence, although liv-

ing with a partner is associated with an increased risk of 
perpetration (1.9). 

In the adjusted analyses, middle school aggression and 
lifetime number of sex partners remain risks for intimate 
partner violence victimization (odds ratios, 1.9 and 1.3, 
respectively), along with number of unintended preg-
nancies and pregnancy problems (1.3). For perpetration, 
middle school aggression remains signifi cant (odds ratio, 
2.5), as do lifetime number of sex partners (1.3), number 
of unintended pregnancies and pregnancy problems (1.3), 
and living with a partner (1.8). In addition, early sexual 
initiation is negatively associated with perpetration (0.5). 
No other measures predict the risk of involvement in inti-
mate partner violence.

DISCUSSION
Data on the connections between violence and reproduc-
tive health issues have been limited, despite the impor-
tance of such information for informing effective interven-
tions and identifying opportunities for reaching women at 
risk.37 Addressing this limitation, this study draws atten-
tion both to a population of young women at risk and to 
a factor—a broad scope of pregnancy problems—that can 
help target prevention as well as intervention programs.

About one in three young women in the United States 
become pregnant before age 20, about half of all U.S. 
 pregnancies are unintended and about half of unplanned 
pregnancies are ended by abortion.38 Further, nearly a 

TABLE 2. Unadjusted and adjusted odds ratios (and 95% confi dence intervals) from logistic regression analyses assessing the 
association between selected characteristics and intimate partner violence victimization and perpetration

Characteristic Unadjusted Adjusted 

 Victimization Perpetration Victimization Perpetration

Risk behavior
Early sexual initiation 1.05 (0.66–1.68) 0.71 (0.41–1.24) 0.77 (0.47–1.29) 0.51 (0.28–0.93)*
Any middle school aggression 2.03 (1.36–3.04)* 2.47 (1.54–3.95)* 1.88 (1.23–2.87)** 2.47 (1.51–4.04)***
Lifetime no. of sex partners 1.32 (1.15–1.50)* 1.25 (1.08–1.44)* 1.29 (1.12–1.50)** 1.26 (1.06–1.49)**
    
Pregnancy     
Teenage pregnancy 1.17 (0.80–1.71) 1.23 (0.80–1.88)  0.58 (0.33–1.01)  0.69 (0.37–1.28) 
Currently pregnant 0.64 (0.30–1.37) 0.86 (0.39–1.92) 0.62 (0.27–1.39)  0.80 (0.34–1.89) 
Currently trying to get pregnant 1.82 (1.03–3.21)* 1.58 (0.85–2.94) 1.60 (0.86–2.97)  1.39 (0.70–2.76) 
Any unintended pregnancy 1.64 (1.09–2.46)* 1.56 (0.99–2.46) .na .na
Any abortion 1.51 (1.03–2.21)* 1.78 (1.16–2.72)* .na .na
Multiple abortions 1.49 (0.96–2.30) 1.74 (1.09–2.79)* .na .na
Miscarriage 1.29 (0.79–2.10) 1.34 (0.79–2.30) .na .na
Problem conceiving 2.17 (1.21–3.88)* 1.17 (0.59–2.31) .na .na
No. of unintended pregnancies/    

pregnancy problems 1.28 (1.10–1.49)* 1.28 (1.09–1.52)* 1.30 (1.05–1.60)* 1.27 (1.01–1.60)*
    
Relationship    
Married 0.74 (0.39–1.39) 1.46 (0.79–2.70) 0.72 (0.36–1.44)  1.30 (0.65–2.60) 
Lives with partner 1.22 (0.82–1.84) 1.87 (1.21–2.90)* 1.39 (0.88–2.22)  1.81 (1.09–3.00)* 
Raising a child 1.04 (0.70–1.52) 1.02 (0.67–1.58) 1.02 (0.64–1.62) 1.00 (0.59–1.69)
    
Social and demographic    
Age .na .na 0.79 (0.63–1.00)  0.79 (0.61–1.03) 
Black .na .na 1.12 (0.69–1.79)  0.78 (0.47–1.30) 
≥high school .na .na 0.96 (0.58–1.59)  1.62 (0.88–3.00) 
Employed .na .na 0.87 (0.56–1.37) 1.06 (0.64–1.77)

*p<.05.  **p<.01.  ***p<.001. Notes: na=not applicable. Unintended pregnancy and pregnancy problems were analyzed separately in the unadjusted model, but 
were combined in the adjusted model. All characteristics were measured dichotomously except lifetime number of partners, number of unintended pregnan-
cies/pregnancy problems and age, which were continuous.




