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and of relatives was la-
beled “very important”
by comparatively few
men and women.

In the aggregate, the
importance of these at-
tributes is in essentially
the same order among
men and women, al-
though women tended
to view social attributes
(spousal approval, the
effect of contraceptive
use on marriage and the
approval of others) and
accessibility of supplies
and services as very im-
portant more often than
did men.

Much less agreement
is apparent, however, at the couple level.
As the far right column of Table 2 shows,
no more than two-thirds of couples shared
the same view on the importance of a spe-
cific attribute. The percentages who agreed
in ranking a specific attribute as “very im-
portant” range from 31% (for financial cost)
to 65% (for effectiveness). The Kappa val-
ues indicate that almost all of this appar-
ent spousal agreement can be attributed
to chance alone (with the exception of
agreement on the importance of religious
acceptance of contraception and on the ap-
proval of friends). This suggests that the
decision-making process about whether
and how to practice contraception may dif-
fer between husbands and wives in ways
that complicate and perhaps even impede
their final decision.

Since the matrix of views on the negative
attributes of specific methods yielded an
enormous amount of data, we calculated a
summary score by counting the number of
negative attributes that respondents as-
signed to each method.* Respondents rarely
identified any method with more than two
of the seven negative attributes listed, so we
collapsed the count into a three-level ordi-
nal scale: none, one, or two or more nega-
tive attributes.

In the aggregate, husbands and wives
held differing views, with women consis-
tently rating each method (with the ex-
ception of tubal ligation) more negatively
than did men (Table 3, page 112). Both men
and women viewed the pill and the IUD
more negatively than they perceived with-
drawal and rhythm. (The prevalence of
these latter two methods is relatively high
in the Philippines.23) Contrary to expecta-
tions, the gender differentials in methods’
negative attributes did not vary by type of
method (i.e., male-oriented vs. female-ori-

Thus, the smaller the Kappa is, the more the
views of husband and wife disagree; more-
over, a statistically significant Kappa value
indicates that spouses agree to a greater ex-
tent than would be expected by chance.

Results
We first consider husbands’ and wives’
overall approval of contraceptive use. In-
dividual respondents were asked whether
they approved of family planning and
whether they thought their relatives and
friends approved of it (Table 1). In the ag-
gregate, approval of contraception is high
for both partners: Roughly three-quarters
of men and women strongly approved of
contraception, although men were slight-
ly less approving than women (p≤.05).
Men were also less likely than women
(p≤.05) to perceive that their relatives (58%
vs. 67%) or their friends (50% vs. 70%)
strongly approved.

From a couple-level perspective, how-
ever, there appears to be much less agree-
ment between spouses: One-half to two-
thirds of couples shared the same view.
The Kappa statistics are generally low, al-
though they differ significantly from zero,
indicating greater agreement than would
be expected by chance alone. Approxi-
mately one-third of spouses did not ac-
curately perceive their partner’s approval
(not shown).

Disagreement at the couple level is not
symmetrical: Among the couples who did
not share the same view on their friends’
approval of family planning, two-thirds
of husbands perceived friends as less ap-
proving than did their wives. This ten-
dency is more pronounced the more dis-
tant the friendship. However, husbands
and wives may simply be referring to dif-
ferent friends, so that spousal disagree-
ment reflects differences in opinions held
by members of each spouse’s social net-
work. Thus, in this setting, husbands’ so-
cial networks may be characterized by
more negative and less supportive views
of family planning than wives’ networks.

Table 2 presents the results from the item
gauging the importance of specific attrib-
utes in choosing a contraceptive method;
for 10 specific attributes, respondents were
given the choice of describing each as
“very important” “somewhat important”
or “not important.” At the aggregate level,
the highest proportion of both men and
women (76–77%) considered effectiveness
in preventing pregnancy to be “very im-
portant,” and descending proportions
viewed spousal approval, health-related
side effects and effect on the marriage as
“very important.” The approval of friends

ented or coitus-dependent vs. coitus-in-
dependent).

The gender differences are much larger
when spouses were compared. We ob-
served moderate-to-low levels of agree-
ment between husbands and wives on
negative attributes, with the proportions
in crude agreement ranging from 36% to
51%. Although they are small, the Kappa
values shown in Table 3 indicate that for
four methods—the pill, the IUD, the con-
dom and rhythm—agreement exceeded
what would be expected by chance alone.
The analysis of spousal agreement about
approval (Table 1) showed that when
spouses disagreed (especially about rela-
tives’ and friends’ approval), husbands
were less approving; the method-specific
analysis of attributes, in contrast, shows
that wives were more negative when
spouses did not concur.

Moreover, wives were more likely than
husbands to identify negative attributes
of contraceptives in both the aggregate-
level and the couple-level analyses. Why
might this be so? One explanation is that
women necessarily are more exposed to,
and have more experience with, a wider
range of methods, and are also more at
risk of suffering negative consequences of
use. However, wives were more negative
than their husbands even about methods

Table 2. Percentage of husbands and wives who characterized spe-
cific contraceptive attributes as very important, and percentage
of couples (and weighted Kappa values) sharing the same view

Attribute Husband Wife Couple
sees as sees as shares
“very “very view
important” important”

Effectiveness 75.8 77.2 65.0 (0.05)
Approval of spouse 62.7** 71.8 51.0 (–0.01)
Side effects on health 61.7 65.4 48.0 (–0.03)
Effect on marriage 54.9** 63.0 45.8 (0.03)
Ease of use 48.9** 53.0 41.9 (0.00)
Accessibility of supplies

and services 29.7** 38.3 32.4 (–0.07)
Religious acceptance 28.0 29.5 38.2 (0.05*)
Financial cost 27.6 30.1 30.9 (–0.07)
Approval of relatives 15.3** 20.4 37.8 (0.01)
Approval of friends 13.5** 16.7 41.8 (0.05**)

**For percentages, gender difference is statistically significant at p≤.05; for Kappas, differs
statistically from zero at p≤.05. Note: Possible responses for views on contraceptive attribut-
es were “very important,” “somewhat important” and “not important.” Four missing values were
coded as “not important.”

*Although the aggregate profiles were relatively similar
by sex, women were more likely to assign a negative at-
tribute to a method than were men, with the exception
of the accessibility of supplies and services. In the cou-
ple-level analysis, method-specific agreement on attrib-
utes was high, especially for efficacy and side effects. Typ-
ically, 70% or more of couples agreed that a method
suffered from a specific negative feature; this level of
agreement was higher for modern methods (i.e., the pill
and the IUD) than for traditional methods (i.e., with-
drawal). Analysis using the Kappa index, however, in-
dicated that most of this agreement at the couple level
could be attributed to chance.


