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have extensive perceptions about contra-
ception and the attributes of specific meth-
ods, even in a setting where two of the
most commonly used methods—tubal lig-
ation and the pill—are female-controlled. 

The answer to the sec-
ond question (“Do men
and women share similar
perceptions of contra-
ception?”) is a qualified
“yes.” Overall, Filipino
men and women hold
fairly similar views about
the social acceptability of
using contraceptives,
about the relative im-
portance of an array of
negative attributes of
contraceptives and about
many features of specif-
ic methods. There are
only a few differences of
note. First, men tend to
perceive significant oth-
ers (relatives and friends)
as being less approving
of contraception than do
women. Second, women
tend to rate methods
more negatively than do
men. Thus, there is little
evidence that programs
aimed at Filipino men
need to resort to radical-
ly different approaches
from those strategies
used to target women.

However, at the cou-

pill and rythmn (p≤.10). For example, for
tubal ligation, couples who agreed that it
had relatively few negative attributes were
more likely to agree that they intended to
use a contraceptive in the future than were
those who disagreed about the method’s
negative attributes (84% versus 70%); and
those who disagreed on a method’s nega-
tive attributes were more likely to disagree
on future use (23% vs. 11%).

In a separate analysis of the wife’s cur-
rent contraceptive use (not shown), we
find a similar relationship between spousal
agreement on perceived contraceptive
costs and on use; this finding suggests, but
does not prove, that views of contracep-
tion have an impact on contraceptive be-
havior: When both spouses approve of
contraception, 78% are current users. How-
ever, when spouses do not share in their
approval, only 58% use a method.

Approval of contraception is high in the
aggregate in the Philippines, however, and
even where there is disagreement among
spouses, more than half of all couples
practice contraception. In settings where
general approval is lower (and especial-
ly where modern contraceptive preva-
lence is relatively low), differing views be-
tween spouses are more likely to stymie
contraceptive use.

Discussion and Conclusions
The answer to the first overall question ad-
dressed in this analysis (“Do men have
well-developed views of contraception?”)
is an unqualified “yes.” The data reveal
that the Filipino men who were surveyed

ple level, there is less similarity in men’s
and women’s views of contraception.
Crude levels of agreement—the percent-
age of spouses who agree—are largely
below 50%, and analysis using the Kappa

Table 4. Percentage of couples, by agreement of views on contraception and on number of negative attributes of specific contraceptive meth-
ods, and weighted Kappas, according to couple characteristics

Characteristic Agreement of views† Agreement on no. of negative attributes

N % of Kappa Pill Condom Rhythm Tubal ligation
couples

N % of Kappa N % of Kappa N % of Kappa N % of Kappa
couples couples couples couples

Husband’s report of frequency of 
family planning discussion
Never 197 56.9 0.11** 193 50.8 0.10** 187 39.6 0.02 146 47.3 0.15** 177 42.4 0.11**
Occasionally 268 61.6 0.10** 262 47.3 0.15** 257 41.3 0.04 194 52.6 0.16** 234 34.6 0.03
Often 46 69.6 0.18 46 56.5 0.14 45 44.4 0.17 35 51.4 0.31** 41 31.7 –0.01

Comfortable discussing family planning
Wife is, husband is not 64 56.3 0.08 60 41.7 –0.01 59 37.3 –0.11 43 41.9 0.04 52 23.1 –0.14
Husband is, wife is not 114 57.9 0.05 111 50.0 0.06 107 42.1 0.05 83 51.8 0.13** 102 36.3 0.02
Both feel the same 602 66.0 0.14** 590 50.9 0.17** 581 44.1 0.07** 423 51.5 0.17** 559 37.2 0.07

Comfortable discussing sex
Wife is, husband is not 87 69.0 0.23** 82 54.9 0.23** 81 37.0 –0.03 52 48.1 0.19** 73 37.0 0.02
Husband is, wife is not 119 63.0 0.15** 119 51.3 0.06 109 46.8 0.11 84 48.8 0.11 108 39.8 0.02
Both feel the same 574 63.4 0.10** 560 48.9 0.14** 557 43.4 0.06** 413 51.6 0.15** 532 35.2 0.05

Husband’s report of role in family decisions
Has little say 170 75.9 0.34** 165 53.3 0.21** 167 43.1 0.08 123 51.2 0.18** 155 37.4 0.07
Has equal say as wife 245 64.1 0.12** 240 51.3 0.14** 235 44.3 0.02 171 51.5 0.14** 235 40.0 0.13**
Has most of the say 201 59.2 0.02 198 50.0 0.18** 192 43.2 0.10** 143 52.5 0.18** 184 32.1 –0.06
Has all of the say 164 57.3 0.06 158 44.3 0.05 153 41.8 0.02 112 47.3 0.10 139 33.1 –0.01

**Kappa value is statistically different from zero at p≤.05. †Agreement on three-category variable of “strongly approve,” “somewhat approve/no opinion” and “somewhat disapprove/strongly disapprove.”
Note: Analysis of negative attributes of methods is limited to couples in which both spouses knew of the method.

Table 5. Percentage distribution of couples by intention to use 
contraceptives in the future, according to views of contraceptive
methods

View of method N Both One Neither Total
intend intends intends

Total 488 74.2 18.2 7.6 100.0

OVERALL APPROVAL**
Both approve 408 80.9 15.0 4.2 100.0
Disagree 72 43.1 36.1 20.8 100.0
Both disapprove 8 12.5 25.0 62.5 100.0

NO. OF NEGATIVE ATTRIBUTES
Pill*
Both perceive ≤1 104 81.7 14.4 3.9 100.0
Disagree 209 76.6 18.2 5.3 100.0
Both perceive ≥2 165 68.9 19.4 12.1 100.0

Tubal ligation**
Both perceive ≤1 200 83.5 11.0 5.5 100.0
Disagree 188 69.7 23.4 6.9 100.0
Both perceive ≥2 45 68.9 13.3 17.8 100.0

Condom
Both perceive ≤1 186 79.6 14.5 5.9 100.0
Disagree 215 74.4 18.1 7.4 100.0
Both perceive ≥2 69 62.3 24.6 13.0 100.0

Rhythm*
Both perceive ≤1 227 81.9 13.2 4.9 100.0
Disagree 105 74.3 17.1 8.6 100.0
Both perceive ≥2 30 60.0 23.3 16.7 100.0

Withdrawal
Both perceive ≤1 197 80.7 14.7 4.6 100.0
Disagree 181 76.2 15.5 8.3 100.0
Both perceive ≥2 59 66.1 25.4 8.5 100.0

*Differences between couples’ views of methods and couples’ intentions are significant at
p≤.10. **Differences between couples’ views of methods and couples’ intentions are signifi-
cant at p≤.05. Notes: For analysis of intentions to use contraceptives in the future, all respondents,
including current users, are included, except for those who are infecund, menopausal or ster-
ilized. Analysis of views on specific methods is limited to couples in which both spouses know
the method.




