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to desired fertility, at least until family plan-
ning variables are taken into account. Sim-
ilarly, in the husband’s model, except for the
small effect of wife’s secondary education,
the net predictive power of either partner’s
education is reduced to nonsignificance
when couple views of family planning are
added. Education may act on the desire for
more children through partner communi-
cation, with educated couples better able
and more likely to converse about sensitive
topics such as family planning.

Gender Differences
Men and women differ in the degree to
which having living sons and living daugh-
ters is important in formulating a desire not
to have more children. In this analysis, a
significant, positive coefficient for living
daughters indicates that having at least one
daughter is important to the decision not
to have more children. If the coefficient is
not significant, the number of daughters is
not relevant to the individual’s fertility de-
sires. For both women and men, in all three
models, number of living sons and num-
ber of living daughters are positively re-
lated to the desire not to have more chil-
dren. For daughters, the size of the
coefficient among wives remains constant

and the majority of these reporting that it
had not been. Rural couples were twice as
likely as urban couples to report having
never discussed family planning (46% vs.
23%). In only a small minority of rural cou-
ples did both husband and wife know of
a source of family planning. Urban cou-
ples were three times as likely as rural cou-
ples to respond that both spouses knew
of a source (61% vs. 19%). 

Table 3 shows the percentage of cur-
rently married, fecund women and their
husbands who express a desire to have no
more children, according to age, number
of living children, level of education and
family planning knowledge and attitudes.
Among 30–39-year-old women, the pro-
portion indicating that they would prefer
to have no additional children is substan-
tial—50% overall, 46% in rural regions and
57% in urban areas, whereas a lesser but
still substantial proportion of men older
than 40* prefer not to have more children
(40% of rural men and 49% of urban men).

By and large, urban-rural differences are
smaller among men and women who both
approve of family planning, who have dis-
cussed it with one another and who know
of a source than they are among other cou-
ples. For example, 54% of urban women
and 49% of rural women who approve of
family planning say they want to end
childbearing; in contrast, among women
who with their partner disapprove of fam-
ily planning, the proportion wanting no
more children is much greater among
urban women than among rural respon-
dents (51% vs. 23%). Within the rural sam-
ple, the percentage of women and their
husbands wanting no more children is
twice as high in instances in which both
spouses approve of family planning as in
cases where both disapprove.

Perhaps the most striking finding in
Table 3 is the substantial gap in the desire
to have no more children among couples
in which only the woman approved of
family planning. If their own preferences
could be served, nearly 60% of rural
women who approved of family planning
would have no more children, but only
16% of their husbands are in agreement. 

Multivariate Findings
Results for the total samples of women
and their husbands show that across all
models, current age has a small but high-
ly significant effect on the desire for ad-
ditional children among both men and
women (Table 4, page 126). As predicted,
the older men and women are, the more
likely they are to want no more children.

Urban residence is significantly related

and significant from the initial to the final
model, whereas among husbands, the co-
efficient for daughters is smaller initially
and diminishes to nonsignificance in the
final model, which includes both family
planning variables and spouse’s fertility de-
sires. Among the husbands, the coefficient
for living sons is nearly four times that for
daughters, and among wives, it is approx-
imately twice as great as that for daughters.
This reinforces the primary importance of
having sons in the Pakistan context.

For both men and women, nearly all of
the couples’ family planning variables
proved to be significant when they were
introduced in the second model. Howev-
er, while shared approval is a strong and
significant correlate of the desire to have
no more children, approval only by the
other partner is negatively related to the
desire for no more children. Approval of
family planning only by one’s spouse im-
plies either a negative attitude toward or
uncertainty about family planning on the
part of the respondent that is correlated
with the desire for more children.

For the remaining family planning–

Table 3. Percentage of wives and their husbands who desire no more children, by selected char-
acteristics, according to urban-rural residence

Characteristic Wives Husbands

Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural

All 40.9 50.2 36.9 30.3 40.8 25.9

Current age
15–29 20.2 30.5 16.1 9.7 21.4 5.3
30–39 49.8 56.7 46.4 30.1 43.5 21.4
≥40 71.8 82.0 67.9 42.8 48.9 40.2

No. of living sons
0–3 33.9 43.1 30.1 24.8 34.4 20.8
≥4 76.2 84.4 72.4 58.0 72.0 52.4

No. of living daughters
0–3 37.1 46.5 33.2 28.1 39.4 23.5
≥4 65.0 70.0 61.5 44.0 53.4 42.0

Education
None 39.3 49.3 36.4 25.9 28.7 25.3
Primary 44.0 47.0 41.0 32.6 47.5 26.7
Secondary 55.8 56.0 56.2 38.2 45.2 27.0

Attitude toward family planning
Both approve 51.4 54.3 49.3 40.5 46.2 36.2
Only husband approves 26.2 33.3 24.6 27.4 33.5 26.0
Only wife approves 56.6 51.1 59.3 21.9 33.7 16.0
Both disapprove 27.6 50.8 23.4 18.8 30.8 16.7

Discussed family planning
Both report discussion 57.4 54.2 60.4 46.4 49.2 44.3
Only husband reports 37.8 46.4 33.9 37.8 43.8 35.1
Only wife reports 41.1 46.7 38.7 22.0 31.5 18.0
Neither reports 32.4 49.6 28.8 21.2 31.9 18.9

Knows source of family planning
Both know source 52.1 53.6 48.9 43.6 46.7 39.6
Only husband knows source 36.3 48.4 33.6 28.0 39.9 25.2
Only wife knows source 46.9 49.4 46.3 34.7 31.5 35.5
Neither knows source 30.4 34.9 29.8 15.2 17.6 14.8

*In Pakistan, husbands are on average 6.7 years older than

their wives. (see: reference 12, p. 171.)




