
Some explained that they would not be
willing to compete for a young woman by
spending the little money they have on
her. They would prefer to concentrate on
their education and thus create a basis for
future economic independence and mar-
riage. This is a reason for choosing a
young woman who is an apprentice her-
self, in order to economize together.

Age Difference Among Partners
On average, young women reported that
their partners were 5.5 years older than
them; young men reported that their part-
ners were an average of 3.9 years younger
than them. Depending on age and school
status, the age difference increased from 3.1
years to 6.6 years among women and from
2.1 to 4.6 years among men (Table 2).

According to the explanations provid-
ed in the focus groups, a relationship with
an older partner is not the preferred choice
for young people. Young women accept
a few years’ age difference, but they do not
want their partner to be much older, for
fear that such a relationship will endan-
ger their health, destroy their youth and
contribute to early aging.

Young men try to avoid contact with
older women. They believe that a rela-
tionship with an older woman makes a
young man grow old or causes diseases
or even an early death, while it rejuvenates
the woman and makes her more beauti-
ful. Participants observed that it is often
difficult to refuse an offer from an older
woman, especially if she is a member of
one’s family (e.g., a sister-in-law).

Young men are likely to follow their
preference for avoiding sex with older

“We pray to God to get married because
at home you only get reproaches by your
mother if one candidate presents himself
and you refuse, then another comes and
you refuse. It is much better if you are
married.”—Female apprentice

Most of the out-of-school women ex-
pressed their wish to find a partner who
is able and willing to care for them and
their family.

“I’m only looking for a rich man. No
other man. Only a rich one.”—Housemaid

Male pupils are interested in partners of
their own social group, who support their
main goal: to successfully finish school.
They will consider a relationship with a
young woman who is not in school if she
supports that goal. The pupils saw them-
selves as competing with wealthy men,
who easily attract young women with gifts
and money, and they faulted their female
peers for being too geared toward mater-
ial benefits and not realizing the advan-
tages of having a knowledgeable partner.

“If a girl is together with a student, he
knows the methods. The others—for ex-
ample, a businessman or a cart-pusher—
they know nothing. In brief, we have
something to tell them.”—Male pupil

Male pupils have better access to young
women in villages than in urban areas. In
comparison to villagers, these young men
are more knowledgeable and modern. 

“A girl in the village feels attracted,
even if I have nothing. She feels attracted
because she has heard that I am [from] the
town.”—Male pupil

Out-of-school male respondents said
they have difficulty finding a girlfriend be-
cause they are rarely able to fulfill young
women’s material expectations. In par-
ticular, the cart-pushers highlighted their
low chances. They felt they are perceived
as “nobodies” from the lowest social class,
in a job paying just enough to survive on.
They regarded getting a girlfriend as al-
most impossible.

“The cart-pusher does not have women,
because if they learn that you push a cart,
they don’t need you anymore. They don’t
have confidence in you.”—Cart-pusher

According to the male participants,
young women leave their boyfriend as
soon as he is short of money. But money
is not the only factor when it comes to
male competition. Literacy, or, in a wider
sense, being “intellectually developed,”
constitutes a comparative advantage.

“He knows how to write. I have to pay
to get something written. He might lie, say-
ing that his father is in France or the Unit-
ed States. He will lie to corrupt the girl. For
me, she knows my place.”—Cart-pusher

partners. By contrast, young women often
go out with partners who are many years
older—irrespective of their preference.

Contraceptive Knowledge and Use
Among adolescent respondents, only
about a quarter knew that the first coitus
can result in pregnancy. Asked to choose
from a list of methods those that can be
used to prevent pregnancy, 70% of sexu-
ally active youths indicated the condom,
54% abstinence (i.e., avoidance of sex),
51% the pill and 29% coitus interruptus;
about one in 10 cited ineffective methods
or said they did not know (Table 4). Men
mentioned male methods—the condom
and coitus interruptus—more frequently
than women did. Coitus interruptus was
cited predominantly by youths in school.

The proportion of young people who
said that all of the methods listed could be
used to prevent pregnancy (11%) indicates
that some are unable to distinguish between
effective and ineffective methods. Even
among those in school, the level of infor-
mation is largely insufficient, especially
among females, who have the most at risk. 

Among sexually active respondents,
29% reported having used the condom,
20% the calendar method and 14% the pill.
About half (53%) had never used any
method or were not sure whether their
partner had. Rates of never-use were
much higher among out-of-school youths
than among pupils.

Young women aged 15–16 are espe-
cially at risk because they are encouraged
to delay first intercourse and may not
learn about modern methods until after
becoming sexually active. Whereas one-
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Table 4. Percentage of sexually active respondents who identified various methods as effec-
tive contraceptives, and percentage who have ever used various methods, by gender, age and
school status

Method Total Males Females

15–19 20–24 15–19 20–24

In Out of In Out of In Out of In Out of
school school school school school school school school

Considered effective
Abstinence 54 55 47 65 47 58 56 48 40
Pill 51 63 20 75 23 52 46 60 69
Condom 70 83 48 95 61 65 45 83 67
Coitus interruptus 29 49 5 62 8 31 1 43 2
Wash after intercourse 10 16 7 9 7 11 2 15 1
Intercourse in 

upright position 7 14 2 8 2 6 1 4 1
All of above 11 17 0 32 0 14 0 15 0
Don’t know 7 5 16 1 9 10 8 2 3

Ever used
Pill 14 14 4 25 7 12 16 22 28
Condom 29 28 21 43 34 29 21 29 31
Calendar rhythm 20 16 2 41 3 57 14 50 15
None† 53 59 78 35 61 23 58 27 48

†Includes those who did not know if their partner used a method.


