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Fourteen percent had performed none in
the four weeks prior to interview, although
they had performed some in the previous
six months (not shown). National projec-
tions indicate that physicians in approxi-
mately 1,300 hospitals and clinics termi-
nate some 245,000 pregnancies annually. 

Abortions by Nonphysicians
Estimating the number of abortions per-
formed by all nonphysician providers (in-
cluding those performed by women them-
selves) required four steps. First we had to
create estimates of the number of women
treated for complications of induced abor-
tion. Nearly 75% of the health facilities sur-
veyed—a total of 529 facilities—treated
complications from miscarriages, induced
abortions or both. Projecting this figure na-
tionally indicates that nearly 3,600 facili-
ties throughout Nigeria treat complications
from abortions, miscarriages or both.

Respondents at facilities that treated
abortion complications were asked to es-
timate separately the number of women
treated for complications from abortion
and the number treated for miscarriages.*
Estimates from the hospitals and clinics
surveyed indicate that of those treating

tion providers, the weight was calculated
as the number of establishments on the list
of these providers in the state divided by the
number interviewed in that state. Howev-
er, for facilities included on both this list and
the lists from which the original sample was
drawn, the weights were reduced by a cor-
rection factor to take into account the two
ways the facilities could have been sampled.
All teaching hospitals were given a weight
of one, since all were included in the sam-
ple, and all but two were interviewed.

Estimates of Abortion Incidence
The national incidence of induced abor-
tion was estimated by summing the num-
ber of abortions performed by physicians
in clinics and hospitals and the number
performed outside the health care system
by nonphysicians. The latter figure was es-
timated based on the number of abortion
complications treated in health facilities,
assessments of the percentage of non-
physician abortions that are likely to re-
sult in health complications requiring
medical treatment, and provider assess-
ments of the percentage of women with
abortion complications who actually re-
ceive medical treatment.

Abortions by Physicians 
Respondents were asked whether their fa-
cility terminated unwanted pregnancies
and, if so, how many had been terminat-
ed per month during the past six months
and how many in the past four weeks. We
based our estimates of the number of abor-
tions performed annually on the number
reported for the past four weeks, because
these numbers  were likely to be remem-
bered more accurately. On average, the
number reported for the last four weeks
was smaller than the number reported per
month during the past six months; thus,
our choice led to conservative estimates. 

Of the 672 facilities, 225 performed
abortions (Table 1). National projections
indicate that the mean number of abor-
tions provided annually per facility was
186. However, this national average re-
flects the presence, particularly in the
more developed southern regions of the
country, of sites that perform large num-
bers of procedures: Approximately 135 es-
tablishments each perform more than 500
abortions a year; 85% of these are in the
south (not shown). Facilities in the north-
ern regions, on the other hand, averaged
about 140 procedures annually.

The median number of abortions pro-
vided annually per facility in Nigeria is 52,
indicating that many physician providers
perform only about one abortion a week.

any type of complication, about 3,040 fa-
cilities nationally treat some 142,000
women experiencing complications from
induced abortions and about 3,180 treat
nearly 139,000 women with complications
from miscarriages annually. On average,
each site treats relatively few of these
cases—about 48 cases of abortion com-
plications and 44 miscarriages a year. This
is not unexpected, since many of the sur-
veyed facilities are private practices, often
with only one general practitioner who
treats a wide variety of medical problems.

Second, we obtained the number of
complications resulting only from non-
physician abortions by subtracting from
the reported number of complications
treated those that resulted from abortions
performed by physicians, since these cases
were already counted as abortions pro-
vided by private clinics and hospitals. Ac-
cording to a recent household survey of
more than 3,700 women in Edo and Lagos,

Table 1.  Survey data on the number of facilities and national projections of the number of abor-
tions provided or treated, by region, Nigeria, 1996

Data and projections Total Southeast Southwest Northwest Northeast

SURVEY DATA (N=672) (N=216) (N=273) (N=97) (N=86)
Facilities interviewed
Providing abortions 225 40 121 34 30
Treating complications 529 147 225 84 73

NATIONAL PROJECTIONS
Annual procedures per site
Abortions 186 300 164 142 143
Abortion complications treated 48 44 51 30 74

Facilities
Providing abortions 1,320 270 700 190 160
Treating abortion complications 3,030 1,030 1,280 430 290

Abortions
Performed by physicians 245,000 80,000 114,000 27,000 23,000
Performed by nonphysicians*

Minimum estimate† 183,000 57,000 83,000 14,000 29,000
Best estimate‡ 366,000 113,000 165,000 29,000 58,000

Total no. of abortions
Minimum estimate 428,000 137,000 197,000 42,000 52,000
Best estimate 610,000 193,000 279,000 56,000 82,000

Rate per 1,000 women aged 15–44
Minimum estimate 18 23 33 7 8
Best estimate 25 32 46 10 13

Ratio per 100 pregnancies§
Minimum estimate 9 11 17 3 4
Best estimate 12 15 23 4 6

Ratio per 100 live births
Minimum estimate 10 13 21 3 4
Best estimate 14 18 30 4 7

*Estimate of the number of nonphysician abortions excludes complications attributable to physician abortions (8.8% of physician abor-
tions) and assumes that 34% of all nonphysician abortion complications are not treated by physicians. †Minimum estimate assumes
that all nonphysician abortions result in complications. ‡Best estimate assumes that half of nonphysician abortions result in complica-
tions. §Pregnancies include only births and abortions; miscarriages are excluded. Sources: Population (for rates)—United Nations
(UN), The Sex and Age Distribution of the World Populations, The 1996 Revison, New York: UN, 1996, p. 637. Regional populations
were calculated based upon distributions from results of the 1991 FOS census. Live births (for ratios)—Calculated from 1993 birthrate
(UN,1995 Demographic Yearbook, New York: UN, 1995, Table 9, p. 322) and population of 111 million. Regional distribution of births
was based upon distributions of populations. 

*It is often difficult to distinguish between the complica-
tions resulting from an abortion and those resulting from
a miscarriage. Therefore, it is possible that some providers
wrongly assumed that complications resulted from an in-
duced procedure rather than a miscarriage, while others
might have judged induced procedures as miscarriages.


