
number of abortion complications treat-
ed, leaving about 121,000 cases of com-
plications from nonphysician abortions. 

Third, we obtained from survey re-
spondents who treat abortion complica-
tions estimates of the approximate pro-
portion of women with complications who

8.8% of women who had had an abortion
performed by a doctor had experienced
complications that were treated in a pri-
vate or government clinic.9 We assumed
that this proportion applied nationally,
and subtracted 8.8% of the number of
physician-performed abortions from the

actually obtain treatment from a hospital
or clinic. On average, providers estimat-
ed that 66% of these women get treatment
within the health care system; therefore
34% of women who have complications
from nonphysician abortions do not re-
ceive treatment. This yields a total estimate
of 183,000 women who have complications
from nonphysician abortions.

Finally, we further adjusted the num-
ber of nonphysician abortions based on as-
sumptions about the proportion of
women having these abortions who
would have experienced medical com-
plications. If we assume that all women
who have nonphysician abortions expe-
rience complications, then the annual
number of nonphysician abortions in
Nigeria would be equal to the estimated
number of women who experience com-
plications from these procedures (ap-
proximately 183,000). 

This most likely represents an underes-
timate, however, since some  nonphysician
providers such as midwives, nurses and
paramedics have obtained medical train-
ing and therefore should be able to per-
form abortions that do not result in med-
ical complications. Additionally, some
women who experienced complications
from induced abortions may have received
private treatment from nurses or other
nonphysicians, and were therefore not in-
cluded in our facility-based estimates.

A more realistic, yet still moderate, as-
sumption, based on surveys in other de-
veloping countries where abortion is re-
stricted,10 is that half of all women who
have nonphysician abortions experience
complications requiring treatment by a
physician. Using this assumption, the es-
timated annual number of nonphysician
abortions in Nigeria is 366,000. 

Estimated Total,  Rates and Ratios 
Assuming that all women who have non-
physician abortions experience compli-
cations requiring treatment, a very con-
servative estimate of the total number of
induced abortions performed annually in
Nigeria by both physicians and non-
physicians is about 428,000 (the sum of
245,000 and 183,000). A more realistic,
“best” estimate, assuming that half of all
women who have nonphysician abortions
experience complications requiring treat-
ment, is that there are approximately
610,000 abortions nationwide (Table 1).
Nonetheless, given the incompleteness of
the sampling frame and the likelihood that
some respondents did not report all abor-
tions performed at their facilities, even this
best estimate could be too low.
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Table 2. Percentage distribution of characteristics of facilities providing abortions, and per-
centage using specific procedures and offering specific contraceptive methods, all by region

Characteristic, procedure Total Southeast Southwest Northwest Northeast
and method (N=225) (N=40) (N=121) (N=34) (N=30)

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION
Ownership*
Private 87 92 89 91 73
State or federal government 13 8 12 9 27
Mission/local government 0 0 0 0 0

Type of practitioner
General practitioner 73 91 62 85 74
Obstetrician/gynecologist 10 3 18 0 7
Other specialist physician 8 3 10 4 14
Other 8 4 10 11 5

Gestational age limit for abortions
≤8 weeks 30 43 25 20 40
9–12 weeks 47 27 55 55 34
≥13 weeks 24 29 20 25 27

Anesthesia used
Intravenous or general only 52 35 63 53 29
Local and intravenous or general 24 47 14 27 25
None 18 8 15. 14 46
Local only 5 6 6 4 0
Other only 2 4 1 2 1

Cost at ≤8 weeks
<$6.25 23 22 22 22 32
$6.25–12.50 39 53 30 52 34
>$12.50 38 25 48 27 34

Cost at 13–16 weeks
<$6.25 6 0 14 0 0
$6.25–24.99 34 44 27 48 25
$25.00–62.50 53 48 59 37 61
>$62.50 7 8 0 15 14

Contraceptive counseling provided
Before procedure 19 15 26 9 4
After procedure 40 39 38 16 74
Before and after procedure 32 27 29 57 21
Not provided 10 19 7 19 2

Total 100 100 100 100 100

PERCENTAGE
Procedure used
Dilation and curettage 76 92 69 85 64
Manual vacuum aspiration 72 61 71 87 74
Dilation and evacuation 30 39 24 46 25
Electric vacuum aspiration 9 12 13 3 0
Saline instillation 5 7 5 6 0
Prostaglandin 3 2 2 0 12
Other 9 3 12 4 16

Contraceptive methods offered*
Pill 88 84 81 99 94
Injectable 82 81 67 99 95
IUD 77 70 78 76 90
Condom 66 67 48 90 70
Rhythm 37 57 15 40 40
Female sterilization 30 23 40 14 39
Implant 4 8 0 4 7
Spermicide 6 3 0 1 29
Vasectomy 2 6 0 0 0
Other 2 0 0 0 13
None 5 6 8 0 5

*Information was not available for respondents in Lagos and Edo states. Note: N represents number of interviews conducted with abor-
tion providers overall and in each region.


