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Further, couples in which the wife was
older or had a higher level of education
than the husband were more likely to have
chosen contraceptive sterilization than
were couples who were fewer than three
years apart in age or who had a similar
level of educational attainment. The pro-
portion sterilized was higher among cou-
ples whose last pregnancy was unintend-
ed, especially if the pregnancy occurred
while a male method or one that required
the husband’s cooperation was being used.

Table 3 (page 104) shows the results of
multivariate models; although the table
shows only logistic regression coefficients,
we provide some odds ratios in the text.
The first model represents the direct effects
of the husband’s individual characteristics
and the couple’s joint characteristics, along

The distributions of individual character-
istics, relative characteristics of the partners
and contraceptive and fertility measures,
shown in Table 1, indicate that 56% of cou-
ples were within three years of age of each
other, while in 33%, the husband was three
or more years older than his wife. Interra-
cial marriages were relatively rare, with a
little more than 8% of couples being of dif-
ferent races. About 76% of marriages were
first marriages for both partners. More than
60% of couples had a similar level of edu-
cation; in almost one-half of the remaining
couples, men had a higher level of educa-
tion than their wives. Twenty-three percent
of men were married to someone of a dif-
ferent religious background.

For about 25% of couples, their most
recent pregnancy had been unintended;
10% had been practicing contraception
and 15% had not. At the time of the inter-
view, couples had an average of 1.8 chil-
dren (including children from previous
marriages and foster or adopted children).

Sterilized men (at a mean age of 35.5
years) and women (at a mean of 33.5
years) were, on average, four years older
than their counterparts who were not ster-
ilized (not shown). By the date of the in-
terview, couples had experienced an av-
erage of 1.8 pregnancies—1.6 among
nonsterilized couples and 2.3 among ster-
ilized couples. As would be expected, ster-
ilized couples had more children (2.6) than
nonsterilized couples (1.6). The average
marriage duration was 7.8 years; sterilized
couples tended to have been married con-
siderably longer (10.9 years) than non-
sterilized couples (6.8 years). Further, cou-
ples in which the husband was sterilized
tended to have been married longer (12.3
years) than were couples in which the wife
was sterilized (9.6 years).

Choosing Sterilization
The descriptive results show that almost
12% of currently married 20–39-year-old
men were themselves sterilized, while
nearly 13% had a wife who was sterilized.
Contraceptive sterilization was relative-
ly more common among whites, among
Protestants and among couples in which
the husband had a high school education
(Table 2). Reliance on contraceptive ster-
ilization increased with age, marriage du-
ration, number of pregnancies and num-
ber of children (including adopted
children and stepchildren). The relative
characteristics of the partners indicate that
couples were more likely to have chosen
contraceptive sterilization if they were of
the same race or the same religion or if
both were previously married.

with the indirect effects of the spouses’ rel-
ative characteristics. In the second model,
we have substituted the wife’s individual
characteristics for those of the husband, to
examine the direct effects of the wife’s
characteristics. In the third model, we kept
both the husband’s and the wife’s charac-
teristics in the equation. While the advan-
tage of this approach is that it provides a
better estimate of the interaction effects, the
disadvantage is that some of the individ-
ual-level factors lose their statistical power
because of the strong collinearity between
spousal characteristics (e.g., wife’s race is
highly correlated with husband’s race).
Nonetheless, the results are more infor-
mative and meaningful when all three
models are displayed.

The multivariate results in Table 3 sup-

Table 2. Among 20–39-year-old men, percentage of couples sterilized and percentage whose
method is male or female sterilization, by individual and couple characteristics

Characteristic Total Male Female Characteristic Total Male Female

TOTAL 24.1 11.5 12.6

HUSBAND’S CHARACTERISTICS
Age
20–24 3.9 0.0 3.9
25–29 10.1 4.6 5.5
30–34 22.8 8.0 14.8
35–39 38.3 21.6 16.7

Race
White 26.4 13.5 12.9
Black 16.0 1.6 14.4
Other 15.4 5.9 9.5

Education
<high school 20.4 4.8 15.6
High school 28.8 13.7 15.1
>high school 20.4 10.9 9.5

Religion
Protestant 27.9 12.6 15.3
Catholic 21.8 10.9 10.9
Other 7.7 2.6 5.1
None 17.9 11.2 6.7

Region of residence
Northeast 20.0 7.9 12.1
South 23.6 7.1 16.5
Midwest 27.9 15.7 12.2
West 23.2 15.1 8.1

WIFE’S CHARACTERISTICS
Age
20–24 3.6 2.4 1.2
25–29 14.4 5.1 9.3
30–34 24.7 10.4 14.3
≥35 43.8 23.9 19.9

Race
White 25.9 13.3 12.6
Black 15.5 0.9 14.6
Other 18.7 7.7 11.0

Education
<high school 23.8 8.2 15.6
High school 24.8 11.3 13.5
>high school 23.5 12.4 11.1

Religion
Protestant 27.6 12.0 15.6
Catholic 21.2 10.6 10.6
Other 7.6 3.5 4.1
None 23.7 17.9 5.8

TOTAL 24.1 11.5 12.6

SPOUSES’ RELATIVE CHARACTERISTICS
Age
Same age* 24.3 13.2 11.1
Wife older† 30.8 9.7 21.1
Husband older† 21.4 9.1 12.3

Race
Same 24.8 11.7 13.1
Different 15.5 8.8 6.7

Previous marriage
Neither 21.8 11.7 10.1
Husband only 26.4 12.3 14.1
Wife only 28.5 7.6 20.9
Both 41.6 14.0 27.6

Education
Same level 20.2 10.9 9.3
Wife more 33.0 13.3 19.7
Husband more 27.7 11.7 16.0

Religion
Same religion 26.5 12.0 14.5
Different religion 16.1 9.7 6.4

COUPLE CHARACTERISTICS
Marriage duration
≤3 years 9.1 1.7 7.4
4–7 years 16.9 6.0 10.9
8–11 years 32.0 14.6 17.4
≥12 years 44.2 27.2 17.0

No. of pregnancies
≤1 11.5 3.2 8.3
2 30.3 17.0 13.3
≥3 38.0 19.1 18.9

No. of children
≤1 5.2 1.5 3.7
2 32.6 16.7 15.9
≥3 44.2 21.3 22.9

Status of last pregnancy
Intended 24.5 12.3 12.2
Unintended, female
method used 31.4 14.2 17.2

Unintended, male
method used 48.7 35.5 13.2

Unintended, no
method used 29.8 14.1 15.7

No pregnancy
in this marriage 12.5 2.4 10.1

*Within three years. †By more than three years.




