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the other young unmarried men at the site, had lots of friends
and acquaintances and would be willing to talk to us about
the prevailing sexual norms and attitudes in their particu-
lar social groups. We stressed that what was important to
us was not whether the informant himself visited commercial
sex establishments frequently, rarely or even at all, but rather
that he knew what was going on among his peers. 

When we met potential informants, we briefed them on
the nature of the study and explained that the interview
would be primarily about the leisure activities of their group,
including sexual activities, and would focus on current
norms and attitudes regarding the sexual activities prevailing
among their male friends and associates. We stressed that
what was important to us was that they knew what was
going on among other men in their social group, and not
that they tell us about their own sexual behavior. In prac-
tice, many of the men chose to use themselves as examples.
We did not record identifying information about the in-
formants. The men we interviewed were aged 18–26 (Table
1), sexually experienced and unmarried. All but one had
never been married. (It was not clear whether one man had
ever been married.) 

Our recruiters and their contacts reported no refusals,
but it is likely that they approached individuals whom they
thought would be willing to participate. Informants were
offered a small sum of money for their time; several refused
the gift. 

All 10 interviews were conducted in Thai by the lead au-
thor, four with the help of a Thai research assistant. The in-
terviewer reviewed the purpose of the study with each in-
formant and received permission to record the interview
(there were no refusals at this point). Interviews took place
in a secluded, private area. Each interview opened with a few
warm-up questions about the informant’s work and family,
followed by questions about his background and social net-
works. The interviewer then asked a number of open-ended
questions about his impressions of current sexual patterns
among his friends and acquaintances, norms and attitudes
underlying these patterns and any recent changes that he
perceived. These questions emphasized norms regarding
commercial sex visitation and condom use, opportunities
for noncommercial sex relations and the nature of non-
commercial sex relationships. 

After five pretest interviews, we finalized a set of guide-
lines to be followed during the study, so that we would later
be able to make systematic comparisons across individuals
and their respective social groups. The open-ended nature
of the discussions, however, provided considerable leeway
for informants to express their views in detail and for the
interviewer to explore relevant topics as they arose.

Interviews were recorded, fully transcribed and word
processed in the original Thai language and in English trans-
lation. We then systematically coded and analyzed the Eng-
lish transcripts using text analysis software.24 We used two
coding strategies to classify and evaluate the data. The first
was predetermined by the guidelines; transcript segments
were classified by the topic being discussed. The second
followed an analytic induction approach that classified seg-
ments by topics brought up by the informants and not an-
ticipated in the guidelines.25

To assess intercoder reliability, both authors indepen-
dently coded the first transcript. Differences in their inter-
pretation of the transcripts and codes were discussed and
resolved. This process continued with each transcript until
intercoder reliability reached at least 90%, and then was dis-
continued. The first author coded the remaining transcripts. 

We used results matrices (grids of results with informants
on one axis and topics on the other) to facilitate our analy-
sis.26 When discussing a particular finding, our aim is to
convey the degree of consensus, portray the predominant
opinion (where there is one), and indicate the distribution
of views on the topic. We illustrate particular points using
typical exchanges between the interviewer and informant,
with “I” indicating that the interviewer is speaking and “R”
indicating that the informant is responding. 

RESULTS 

One clear consensus among our informants is that the sex-
ual milieu has changed dramatically and rapidly over the
last few years. These changes involve differences in both
the social context and the opportunity structure in which
male sexual expression occurs. 

Changes in the Types of Partners Available
In contrast with prior survey data that indicate large pro-
portions of unmarried men having their early sexual en-
counters exclusively with commercial sex workers,27 the
men in our study describe a wide array of potential sexu-
al partners for unmarried men. In addition to sex workers,
these partners now include serious girlfriends and casual
partners, as indicated in the following exchanges: 
I: For men who are not sexually experienced, what kind of
women are [typically] their first [sex partner]?
R: Well...not good women. 
I: What do you mean “not good women”?
R: Going to the brothels….It is the prostitute.
—24-year-old rural farmer
I: Nowadays, are there men who haven’t had experience,
but have sexual need or want to have experience, and don’t
want to go to prostitutes?
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TABLE 1. Background characteristics of Thai male informants

Informant Age Education, yrs. or Father’s Occupation Residence
degree completed education, yrs

1 24 9 1 Farmer Rural
2 22 12 4 Farmer Rural
3 21 5 6 Laborer Rural/urban*
4 25 4 4 Laborer Rural/urban*
5 19 Technical school, 1 yr. 4 Student Urban
6 24 Master’s degree 4 Teacher Urban/rural
7 18 Technical school, 1 yr. 6 Student Urban 
8 26 Technical school 4 Salesman Urban
9 24 College 4 Teacher Urban
10 18 Technical school, 1 yr. 4 Student Rural/urban*

*Currently works in urban area but has rural background.


