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Women’s Social Networks and Fertility

TABLE 6. Coefficients (and standard errors) from logistic regression analyses assess-
ing the effects of selected characteristics on the likelihood that a woman has ever
used contraceptives, by type of characteristic, according to woman’s age 

Characteristic <30 ≥30

Model I Model II Model I Model II
(N=179) (N=179) (N=194) (N=194)

Individual
Woman’s age .531 (.706) .604 (.737) –.130 (.697) .169 (.771)
Woman’s age squared –.009 (.015) –.011 (.016) .001 (.008) –.002 (.009)
No. of infant deaths –.065 (.331) –.130 (.350) –.339*(.174) –.417** (.188)
No. of children ever born –.041 (.184) .121 (.197) .293*** (.104) .256** (.115)
Education .772 (.645) .710 (.663) .412 (.674) .125 (.737)
Husband’s age .026 (.023) .017 (.024) –.005 (.019) –.003 (.022)
Presence of a co-wife –1.16** (.500) –1.46*** (.545) –.634 (.470) –.741 (.505)

Household
Size –.004 (.008) –.005 (.008) –.003 (.009) .010 (.010)
Extended household 1.05 (.911) 1.22 (.925) .711 (.597) .530 (.638)
Asset score .002 (.017) .006 (.018) .003 (.017) .001 (.018)

Network function†
Size of material support network –.012 (.050) .na .129*** (.049) .na
Size of practical support network –.010 (.059) .na .008 (.052) .na
Membership in a tontine 1.23** (.599) 1.43** (.645) .824 (.516) .843 (.538)
Level of multiplexity in 

total network –1.75 (1.23) –1.92 (1.33) .985 (1.36) 1.05 (1.46)

Network composition‡
Presence of mother-in-law .na –.746 (.520) .na .899* (.465)
Presence of husband .na .024 (.811) .na .021 (.676)
Presence of mother .na .656 (.495) .na .626 (.440)
Presence of nonfamilial

older women .na .179 (.464) .na 1.53** (.614)
% of network who are natal kin .na .009 (.015) .na .025* (.013)
% of network who are conjugal kin .na –.034** (.016) .na –.019 (.015)
% of network who are nonkin .na .033* (.017) .na –.018 (.016)
% of network who live 

outside village .na .060** (.024) .na .035 (.025)

Pseudo-R2 .107 .138 .141 .202
Log likelihood –81.4 –78.6 –82.4 –74.2

*p<.05. **p<.01. ***p<.001. †The network size variables were run separately because of multicollinearity. ‡The
percentage variables were run separately because of multicollinearity. Note: na=not applicable.


