
which has the eighth lowest rate for
women 18–19 but the 20th lowest for 15–17-
year-olds. The reason for the relatively
higher rate among the younger teenagers
may be the lack of a parental involvement

of the CDC data. For example, according
to the CDC, Georgia had the highest preg-
nancy rate for women aged 15–19, while
our data show five states with rates high-
er than Georgia’s. The CDC shows a rate
of 77 pregnancies per 1,000 teenagers for
Maryland and 23 states with higher rates;
our data indicate a rate of 118 per 1,000 (or
103 per 1,000 when miscarriages are ex-
cluded, as in the CDC data) and only 12
states with higher rates. 

Overall, the birthrate among women
15–19 years old was 61 per 1,000 in 1992;
the rate per 1,000 teenagers varied from 84
in Mississippi to 31 in New Hampshire.
Six of the 10 highest birthrates were in the
South (Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia,
Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas), three
were in Mountain states (Arizona, New
Mexico and Nevada) and one was in the
Pacific division (California). The 10 low-
est birthrates were in five New England
states (Connecticut, Maine, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire and Vermont), four
West North Central states (Iowa, Min-
nesota, Nebraska and North Dakota) and
one Middle Atlantic state (New Jersey). 

Statewide rates for women aged 15–17
and women aged 18–19 followed similar
patterns, with some minor differences. For
example, Arizona and New Mexico re-
placed Mississippi as the states with the
highest birthrates among women 18–19.

Patterns of abortion rates were dis-
tinctly different. The highest rates per 1,000
women 15–19 years old were in Hawaii
(67), California (64) and New York (60).
The 10 highest rates were in three Pacific
states (California, Hawaii and Washing-
ton), three South Atlantic states (Delaware,
Florida and Maryland), two Middle At-
lantic states (New Jersey and New York),
Connecticut and Nevada. The 10 lowest
abortion rates were in relatively rural
states: four in the West North Central di-
vision (Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota
and South Dakota), four in the South
(Kentucky, Louisiana, Oklahoma and
West Virginia) and two in the Mountain
division (Idaho and Utah).

As with pregnancy rates and birthrates,
the relative rankings of the states with re-
spect to abortion rates among 15–17-year-
olds and 18–19-year-olds are similar (r=.97,
excluding states for which the proportion
of teenage abortions was estimated). The
same 10 states have the highest rates for
both age-groups, and differences among
the 10 states with the lowest rates are gen-
erally minor. One exception is Kentucky,

law in Kentucky in 1992 and the ability of
minors from Indiana, Ohio and West Vir-
ginia to avoid restrictions in those states by
obtaining abortions in Kentucky.

Abortion rates showed much greater
variation by state than did birthrates. The
highest rate of abortions per 1,000 teenagers
(67, in Hawaii) was 7.4 times the lowest rate
(9, in Utah), while the highest birthrate per
1,000 (84, in Mississippi) was only 2.7 times
the lowest rate (31, in New Hampshire).

The proportion of teenage pregnancies
that were terminated by abortion also var-
ied considerably by state—from 57% in
New York to 16% in Utah. The abortion
ratio tended to be highest in the states with
the highest abortion rates. Of the 10 high-
est abortion ratios, three each were in New
England (Connecticut, Massachusetts and
Rhode Island) and Pacific states (Califor-
nia, Hawaii and Washington), and two
were in the Middle Atlantic division (New
Jersey and New York); the remaining two
were in Maryland and Nevada. Except
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, these
states also had the highest abortion rates.

Two of the lowest abortion ratios were
in Utah and Idaho, possibly in part because
these states have large populations of Mor-
mons, who generally value high fertility
and oppose abortion. The remainder of the
10 lowest abortion ratios (including three
that tied for 10th) were in four West South
Central states (Arkansas, Louisiana, Ok-
lahoma and Texas), five states elsewhere
in the South (Kentucky, Mississippi, Ten-
nessee, South Carolina and West Virginia)
and South Dakota.

For comparison, the last column of
Table 4 shows the 1988 pregnancy rate for
women aged 15–19.* In general, the rates
were similar in the two years (r=.95).
However, decreases of 10% or more oc-
curred in six states, all in the Northeast
(Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey and Vermont),
and increases at least that large were
found in the District of Columbia and
three states (Mississippi, Montana and
Rhode Island).

For U. S. teenagers as a whole, the birth-
rate was 15% higher in 1992 than in 1988;
all but three states (Maine, Maryland and
New Hampshire) also had higher rates in
1992. The District of Columbia experi-
enced by far the greatest increase—57%.
Rates were 20–27% higher in five states:
California, Colorado, Iowa, North Dako-
ta and Rhode Island.

Between 1988 and 1992, the national
abortion rate among women aged 15–19
decreased by 18%. Only Mississippi and
the District of Columbia registered in-
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Table 3. Number of pregnancies among women
younger than 20, by age-group, according to
state, 1992

State ≤19 <15 15–17 18–19

U.S. 960,180 28,780 350,900 580,500
Ala.* 18,410 700 6820 10,890
Alaska† 2,200 50 750 1,400
Ariz. 16,950 380 6,220 10,350
Ark.* 10,400 310 3,680 6,410
Calif.† 153,810 4,510 57,350 91,950

Colo. 12,480 320 4,850 7,310
Conn. 9,330 300 3,680 5,350
Del.† 2,680 120 1,070 1,490
D.C.‡ 4,280 220 1,650 2,410
Fla.† 50,140 1,990 18,480 29,670

Ga.* 30,890 1,180 11,350 18,360
Hawaii 5,220 180 1,960 3,080
Idaho 3,390 50 1,110 2,230
Ill.† 43,740 1,430 15,510 26,800
Ind.* 19,270 450 6,530 12,290

Iowa† 6,490 150 2,110 4,230
Kans.* 7,690 160 2,740 4,790
Ky. 13,710 400 5,060 8,250
La.* 18,270 680 7,060 10,530
Maine* 2,910 50 990 1,870

Md. 17,830 700 6,850 10,280
Mass.* 15,510 420 5,280 9,810
Mich.* 36,090 970 12,610 22,510
Minn* 9,440 230 3,210 6,000
Miss. 13,350 550 5,350 7,450

Mo.* 17,650 460 6,230 10,960
Mont. 2,420 50 890 1,480
Nebr.* 4,010 80 1,310 2,620
Nev. 5,690 180 2,050 3,460
N.H.† 2,150 50 630 1,470

N.J. 23,680 840 8,610 14,230
N.Mex. 7,670 160 2,990 4,520
N.Y. 69,570 2,390 26,880 40,300
N.C. 28,010 840 10,300 16,870
N.Dak.* 1,300 10 390 900

Ohio* 35,440 860 12,130 22,450
Okla.† 11,490 260 3,950 7,280
Ore. 9,740 200 3,540 6,000
Penn. 32,510 1090 12,010 19,410
R.I.* 2,870 80 920 1,870

S.C.* 14,630 480 5,420 8,730
S.Dak. 1,920 20 710 1,190
Tenn.* 19,680 630 7,010 12,040
Tex. 79,640 1,990 29,450 48,200
Utah* 5,580 110 1,900 3,570

Vt. 1,310 20 420 870
Va. 20,990 640 7,340 13,010
Wash. 17,840 380 6,760 10,700
W.Va.* 5,820 120 2,010 3,690
Wis.* 12,600 330 4,320 7,950
Wyo.* 1,440 10 450 980

*Number shown may be too low because parental notification or
consent for abortion was required during all or part of 1992 and mi-
nors may have obtained abortions in other states.†Abortion esti-
mates are based on the proportion of abortions obtained by women
of the same age in neighboring or similar states. ‡Distribution of
abortions among women aged 15–17 and 18–19 is based on the
distribution among all black teenagers nationally. Notes: Includes
estimated number of pregnancies ending in miscarriages and still-
births. Numbers are rounded to the nearest 10 and may not add to
totals because of rounding.

*For 1988 state rates of pregnancies, births and abortions,

by race, see: reference 1.




