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ported that they were not using contra-
ceptives, 3% were noncontraceptively ster-
ilized, 4% were infertile, 4% were preg-
nant, 4% wanted to become pregnant and
11% reported “having currently no (or
few) sexual relationships.”† The remain-
ing 5% were considered to be at risk for an
unintended pregnancy, with 3% saying
that they want no more children.

In 1994, about 83% of women aged
20–24 reported having ever used the pill,
although their contraceptive practice was
not limited to this method. Seventy per-
cent had ever used some other method—
mainly condoms (58%). Other contracep-
tive methods that had also been used by
young women included withdrawal
(32%) and periodic abstinence (12%). But
these two methods appear to have been
used only on a short-term basis: The pro-
portions of women aged 20–24 who re-
ported using these methods alone or com-
bined with another method during the
month the survey was conducted were
12% for  condoms, 1% for withdrawal and
2% for periodic abstinence.

In summary, one of the main features of
French contraceptive practices found in the
1994 FFS is the high rate of use of reversible
medical methods. Oral contraceptives or
IUDs are used by more than one-half of
women aged 20–49. In contrast, use of ster-
ilization is limited, especially among
women younger than 40. The typical con-

the inverse inclusion probabilities in the
employment survey and the FFS, includ-
ing a poststratification by sex, age and size
of locality. To eliminate the bias from dif-
ferences in nonresponse rates, we con-
structed final weights based on a second
poststratification by sex, age and conju-
gal status (in a married union, an unmar-
ried union or no union). Prestratification
and poststratification caused the variance
of the estimates to be lower than in a com-
parable random sample. 

Results
Contraceptive Behaviors
The FFS found that about two out of three
French women aged 20–49 used reversible
contraceptives in 1994 (Table 1). The pill
was the most commonly used reversible
method; about 36% of women aged 20–49
were using this method during the month
of the survey. Reliance on oral contracep-
tives declined with age, from a high of
59% among women aged 20–24 to 14%
among women aged 45–49. The IUD fol-
lowed the pill in prevalence, with 16% of
women aged 20–49 using the method.
IUDs were mostly used by women aged
35–44: About 26% of women in this age-
group reported using IUDs.

Other reversible contraceptive methods
were less commonly used. Around 5% of
French women used condoms, 4% prac-
ticed periodic abstinence and only 2% re-
lied on withdrawal, which had been the
most popular reversible method in France
until the 1960s.5 Out of 100 women using
reversible methods, 56 were taking the
pill, 25 used the IUD, and 19  reported
using some other method.

Seven percent of women aged 20–49 had
been sterilized, with some 4% reporting
that they were sterilized for contraceptive
purposes and 3% for other reasons. Male
sterilizations were extremely rare: Much
fewer than 1% of women said that their
partner had been sterilized for contracep-
tive purposes. French laws on male or fe-
male sterilization—even when voluntary—
are unclear except in cases where it is
medically necessary.* In practice, howev-
er, the boundaries between medical and
contraceptive purposes are unclear, and no
physician has ever been sued or prosecut-
ed by the government for performing ster-
ilizations. Nevertheless, sterilization before
age 40 remains rare, and it is not commonly
regarded as a contraceptive method in
France. When sterilization for contracep-
tive purposes is included, then the overall
percentage of women aged 20–49 practic-
ing contraception reaches 69%.

Among the 31% of women who re-

traceptive sequence of French women be-
gins with 10 years of pill use, followed by
use of the IUD. This pattern was reported
by one-half of women during the mid-
1980s, according to the 1988 FFPS. During
that time, one out of five women reported
being sterilized, usually between the ages
of 40 and 50.6

Single Men and Women
In France, as in many other developed na-
tions, the percentage of single men and
women has been rising. During the 1970s,
the increasing number of unmarried co-
habiting couples compensated for a de-
clining marriage rate in the country. Since
1980, men and women have been delay-
ing couple formation, and an increasing
number of divorces has led to a greater
percentage of people living outside a cou-
ple arrangement.7

Because both men and women were in-
cluded in the FFS survey, it was possible to
compare contraceptive behaviors report-
ed by each gender (Table 2, page 116).
Among people living as a couple—either
married or unmarried—the results were
similar for men and women: When we re-
stricted the analysis to couples where both

Table 1. Percentage distribution of women aged 20–49, by current contraceptive practice, ac-
cording to age, Fertility and Family Survey, France, 1994

Practice 20–49 20–24 25–29 30–34 35–39 40–44 45–49
(N=2,944) (N=496) (N=519) (N=548) (N=563) (N=470) (N=348)

Using reversible methods 64.4 68.8 67.9 67.3 69.6 64.9 45.5
Pill 36.3 58.6 50.3 41.0 31.2 20.3 14.4
IUD 16.0 2.9 7.7 15.0 27.3 25.5 17.6
Periodic abstinence 4.1 2.3 2.1 3.6 3.5 7.8 5.5
Condom 4.5 4.0 5.3 4.7 5.3 3.7 4.0
Vaginal methods 0.6 0.3 0.1 0.7 0.2 1.2 1.1
Withdrawal 2.4 0.7 2.4 2.2 1.8 5.1 2.2
Other/not stated 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.4 1.1 0.6

Sterilized* 4.3 0.6 0.5 1.6 5.2 7.0 11.9
Female 4.1 0.6 0.5 1.6 5.2 6.9 10.7
Male 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 1.2

Not using a method 31.3 30.6 31.6 31.1 25.2 28.1 42.6
Sterilized† 2.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 5.9 10.1
Sterile 3.8 0.4 0.7 2.5 2.9 4.7 12.3
Currently pregnant 4.3 3.6 11.4 7.1 3.0 0.2 0.0
Wants to become 

pregnant 4.0 2.9 8.5 7.6 3.2 1.1 0.0
Has no partner 11.1 21.3 7.5 8.6 10.0 9.0 10.5
Has partner and

wants another child‡ 2.4 1.7 3.4 1.9 1.1 2.0 4.4
Has partner and

wants no more children 3.0 0.8 0.1 3.4 3.5 5.4 5.3

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Population (in 000s) 12,536 2,088 2,125 2,170 2,139 2,140 1,874

*Sterilization for contraceptive purposes only. †Sterilization for health purposes only (nearly always female sterilization). ‡Includes “Don’t
know.” Notes: Data shown are for the main contraceptive method used in the month of the survey. When several methods were used si-
multaneously, the main method was determined by the following hierarchy: sterilization, then reversible methods, in the order they are
given in the table. Ns shown are unweighted; population estimates are weighted.

*Surgical sterilizations—including voluntary tubal lig-
ations and vasectomies for contraceptive purposes—are
considered a form of mutilation in France.

†The survey did not include an explicit question about
current sexual behavior.


