
three or more years older (60% vs. 47%).
In all age-groups younger than 30,

women with a partner who was three or
more years older were more likely to have
become pregnant than were those with a
partner who was no more than two years
older. These differences were greatest
among teenagers. For adolescents younger
than 18, the pregnancy rate among those
whose male partner was six or more years
older was 3.7 times the rate among those
whose partner was no more than two years
older, and the rate for those whose partner
was 3–5 years older was 1.4 times as high.

Whether they were married or unmar-
ried, sexually experienced teenagers with

teens and 20s to 32–38% of those to women
aged 30 or older (Table 2). About three in
10 pregnancies to adolescent women oc-
curred in a relationship with a man who
was 3–5 years older. In two out of 10 preg-
nancies to teenagers, the man was six or
more years older than the woman.

The proportion of marital and nonmar-
ital conceptions in which the man was three
or more years older was similar—43% of
all pregnancies to women who were mar-
ried at the time of conception and 46% of
those to unmarried women. Among teen-
agers, however, marital conceptions were
more likely than nonmarital conceptions
to be to women with partners who were

much older partners were more likely to
conceive than were young women whose
partner was closer to their own age. For ex-
ample, 66% of married teenagers whose
husband was six or more years older be-
came pregnant in 1994, compared with 43%
of those whose husband was 3–5 years
older and 38% of those whose husband
was no more than two years older. The
comparable proportions among unmarried
adolescents were 43%, 21% and 16%. Un-
married adolescents younger than 18 were
especially likely to become pregnant when
involved with an older partner: Sixty-nine
percent of those whose partner was six or
more years older became pregnant, com-

164 Family Planning Perspectives

Age Differences Between Sexual Partners

Table 2. Estimated number and percentage distribution of pregnancies occurring in 1994, pregnancy rates, percentage of pregnancies that
were unintended and percentage of unintended pregnancies ending in abortion, by women's age, according to marital status and age differ-
ence between women and their partner

Measure All women Married at conception Unmarried at conception
and age

Total Younger to 3–5 yrs. ≥6 yrs. Total Younger to 3–5 ≥6 yrs. Total Younger to 3–5 yrs. ≥6 yrs.
2 yrs. older older older 2 yrs. older yrs. older older 2 yrs. older older older

Pregnancies
Total 5,334,300 3,001,500 1,259,500 1,073,300 2,815,400 1,615,800 681,100 518,600 2,518,800 1,371,500 590,800 556,500
<20 943,800 485,400 275,800 182,600 144,200 57,100 47,300 39,800 799,700 427,600 228,600 143,500

<18 447,100 223,400 137,800 85,900 † † † † 409,200 212,500 122,800 73,900
18–19 496,700 262,000 138,000 96,700 † † † † 390,500 215,100 105,800 69,600

20–24 1,485,800 755,700 377,000 353,100 626,900 317,200 176,700 133,100 858,900 434,500 203,300 221,000
25–29 1,368,500 776,100 310,600 281,800 922,100 507,900 227,100 187,100 446,400 263,600 88,100 94,700
30–34 1,042,000 650,500 214,300 177,100 785,000 495,100 174,500 115,400 257,000 152,700 42,700 61,700
≥35 494,100 333,700 81,800 78,700 337,200 238,500 55,500 43,200 156,900 93,100 28,200 35,600

% distribution
Total 100.0 56.3 23.6 20.1 100.0 57.4 24.2 18.4 100.0 54.4 23.5 22.1
<20 100.0 51.4 29.2 19.3 100.0 39.6 32.8 27.6 100.0 53.5 28.6 17.9

<18 100.0 50.0 30.8 19.2 † † † † 100.0 51.9 30.0 18.1
18–19 100.0 52.8 27.8 19.5 † † † † 100.0 55.1 27.1 17.8

20–24 100.0 50.9 25.4 23.8 100.0 50.6 28.2 21.2 100.0 50.6 23.7 25.7
25–29 100.0 56.7 22.7 20.6 100.0 55.1 24.6 20.3 100.0 59.1 19.7 21.2
30–34 100.0 62.4 20.6 17.0 100.0 63.1 22.2 14.7 100.0 59.4 16.6 24.0
≥35 100.0 67.5 16.5 15.9 100.0 70.7 16.5 12.8 100.0 59.3 18.0 22.7

Pregnancy rate‡
Total 100.6 91.6 116.5 113.9 94.6 87.9 108.8 101.3 108.4 95.8 133.6 123.6
<20 216.4 176.0 230.1 450.6 453.7 383.8 433.9 662.7 197.7 162.9 211.2 425.3

<18 228.0 176.6 244.0 653.8 † † † † 214.2 168.7 225.4 691.1
18–19 206.8 175.4 217.7 353.1 † † † † 183.0 157.5 196.7 301.9

20–24 186.2 151.8 230.5 258.8 243.7 215.5 293.4 266.6 158.9 123.3 197.9 258.8
25–29 149.8 136.8 164.2 179.3 178.7 161.4 199.1 214.5 112.2 103.9 119.7 134.5
30–34 96.2 102.3 102.5 74.3 108.6 114.2 117.8 81.9 71.3 76.5 73.1 60.2
≥35 23.9 25.7 20.5 21.3 23.3 25.7 19.0 19.0 25.3 25.6 28.4 22.5

% unintended
Total 49.4 48.8 50.6 49.8 26.4 25.9 25.7 28.9 75.0 75.1 80.0 69.4
<20 75.8 76.2 80.5 67.6 37.7 40.6 41.1 29.5 82.6 80.7 88.7 78.3

<18 79.0 81.5 80.9 69.5 † † † † 83.8 83.3 88.2 77.8
18–19 72.9 71.6 80.1 65.9 † † † † 81.2 78.0 89.3 78.9

20–24 55.1 58.4 53.1 50.2 28.7 29.8 26.4  29.2 74.2 78.7 76.7 63.1
25–29 38.8 38.0 38.4 41.2 22.8 21.1 25.7 23.9 71.5 69.4 73.8 75.3
30–34 32.8 31.2 27.9 44.6 22.0 21.4 18.8 29.3 65.7 61.8 69.2 73.2
≥35 46.5 46.3 44.1 49.5 37.4 36.8 32.1 47.5 65.8 70.4 69.8 50.9

% of unintended pregnancies ending in abortion
Total 53.7 55.9 49.6 52.4 34.4 32.4 35.4 39.0 61.3 64.9 56.2 58.1
<20 42.6 49.9 37.2 30.7 14.4 14.4 13.0 17.0 45.0 52.1 39.7 32.8

<18 39.4 48.9 33.9 20.5 † † † † 39.9 49.6 34.3 20.9
18–19 45.8 50.8 40.6 40.3 † † † † 50.5 54.9 45.8 45.2

20–24 57.4 58.7 58.0 53.7 29.2 26.2 33.2 31.6 65.5 67.2 66.3 60.5
25–29 57.7 58.1 50.5 64.0 36.3 36.0 33.2 41.2 71.9 70.3 69.5 78.3
30–34 57.9 55.5 63.7 59.8 37.1 31.7 45.5 45.8 79.2 80.8 87.2 70.8
≥35 58.9 58.4 53.1 66.4 43.8 40.3 54.0 49.6 77.5 81.5 57.4 84.6

†Because the number of observations for married women younger than 18 is small, the age categories <18 and 18–19 were combined for analysis. ‡Number of pregnancies per 1,000 sexually experi-
enced women. Notes: For women younger than 18 and those younger than 20, the denominators are women aged 15–17 and those aged 15–19, respectively, and the numerators include all events to
those younger than 18 and those younger than 20, respectively. Numbers may not add to totals because of rounding.


