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1993–1994, however, this difference had
become statistically significant (p<.01).
While this may be associated with prena-
tal diagnosis, women having a prenatal di-
agnostic procedure revealing a fetal anom-
aly accounted for less than 1% of all
terminations in 1993–1994; this informa-
tion was not available for 1983–1984. Re-
ported complications were low for both
rural and urban women in each time pe-
riod, with fewer than 1% of women re-
porting complications in any time period.
Differences between rural and urban
women and between time periods were
not significant.

urban female population aged 20–29 de-
creased 6% (not shown).

Birthrates and Abortion Rates and Ratios
Birthrates and abortion rates fell through-
out the state from 1983–1984 to 1993–1994,
with the abortion rate falling more than the
birthrate (Table 1). The magnitude of the
drop in abortion rates was significantly
greater for rural women than for urban
women (p<.01). The rural abortion rate fell
27% during the decade (from 14.9 abor-
tions per 1,000 women to 10.9 per 1,000),
compared with a 17% drop in the urban
rate (from 21.8 to 18.2 per 1,000). As a re-
sult, the rural abortion rate was only 60%
of the urban rate by 1993–1994. The de-
crease in abortion rates was greater for
teenagers than it was for other age-groups:
From 1983–1984 to 1993–1994, the abortion
rate for adolescents aged 10–19 dropped
35% in rural areas (from 16.5 to 10.8 per
1,000) and 28% (from 23.3 to 16.9 per 1,000)
in urban areas. The difference in the
change between urban and rural teenagers
was not statistically significant, however.

Overall, abortion ratios declined sig-
nificantly between time periods within
most age-groups, with the exception of
rural women aged 40–49. For example,
among adolescents, the overall abortion
ratio fell from 957 to 641 abortions per
1,000 live births, a decline reflected among
both rural and urban teenagers. Statewide,
the decline in the abortion ratio also was
sizable for the oldest (40–49) age-group.

Gestational Age and Type of Procedure 
In both time periods, rural women were
significantly more likely to have been
parous and not to have had a prior abor-
tion, compared with urban women (Table
2). During 1983–1984, 92% of rural women
had their abortions at earlier than 12
weeks of gestation, a proportion equal to
that among their urban counterparts. This
proportion dropped to 85% in 1993–1994,
compared with 89% among urban
women. Meanwhile, the proportion of
rural women having their abortions at
later than 18 weeks more than doubled
during the decade, growing from 2% to
5% (p<.01); the proportion for 1993–1994
is significantly higher than that among
their urban counterparts (p<.01). 

Additionally, from the earlier to the later
time period, the proportion of sharp curet-
tage or dilatation and extraction proce-
dures increased from 4% to 9% among
rural women (p<.01). In 1983–1984, there
was not a significant difference between
the proportion of rural women and urban
women undergoing these procedures. By

Location of Services
Table 3 shows that the proportion of rural
women having abortions in rural Wash-
ington locations decreased significantly,
from 25% in 1983–1984 to 3% in 1993–1994
(p<.01). Further, the proportion of rural
women who went out of state for an abor-
tion increased significantly, from 8% to
14% (p<.01). The majority of out-of-state
abortions were obtained in Oregon. (Data
on women traveling to British Columbia
are not available.)

The mean one-way distance that rural
women traveled to obtain an abortion in-
creased by 12 miles from 1983–1984 to

Table 3. Percentage distribution of women who obtained an abortion, by location of provider,
according to residence and time period

Provider location Total Rural Urban

1983–1984 1993–1994 1983–1984 1993–1994 1983–1984 1993–1994
(N=53,287*) (N=53,662*) (N=6,913†) (N=5,913†) (N=46,374†) (N=47,681†)

Urban 93.6 94.5 66.9 83.2 97.5 95.9
Large urban 83.0 84.7 48.4 58.2 88.1 88.0
Small urban 10.6 9.8 18.5 25.0 9.4 7.9

Rural 3.5 0.3 24.8 2.7 0.3 0.0
Large rural 1.7 0.0 12.1 0.1 0.1 0.0
Small rural 1.8 0.3 12.7 2.6 0.2 0.0‡

Out of state 2.9 5.2 8.3 14.2 2.1 4.0
Idaho 0.3 0.1 2.2 0.5 0.0‡ 0.0‡
Oregon 2.6 5.1 6.1 13.6 2.1 4.0
Other 0.0‡ 0.0‡ 0.0‡ 0.1 0.0‡ 0.0‡

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

*Includes cases with missing age and county. †Includes cases with missing age; does not include cases with missing county. ‡Less than
0.05%. Notes: All rural-urban differences are statistically significant at p<.01 (by the chi-square test), except the differences in the "other"
category. All interdecade differences are significant at p<.01 (by chi-square test), except for the “other” category and for urban residents
obtaining abortions in large urban counties. Women aged 50–59 are excluded. Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding.

Table 2. Percentage distribution of women who obtained an abortion, by measure of obstetric his-
tory, gestational age and type of  abortion procedure, according to residence and time period

Measure Total Rural Urban

1983–1984 1993–1994 1983–1984 1993–1994 1983–1984 1993–1994
(N=53,287‡)† (N=53,662‡)† (N=6,913§)‡ (N=5,913§)‡ (N=46,374§)‡ (N=47,681§)‡

Prior live birth
0 59.1 48.7 54.7* 46.6* 59.7 48.9
1–2 34.4 41.7 36.9* 41.5 34.0 41.7
≥3 6.5 9.6 8.4* 11.9* 6.2 9.3

Prior abortion
0 57.5 52.1 62.8* 59.4* 56.7 51.2
1–2 37.4 39.8 33.7* 35.1* 37.9 40.4
≥3 5.1 8.1 3.5* 5.5* 5.4 8.4

Gestational age
≤12 weeks 92.3 88.5 91.9 85.3* 92.4 88.9
13–17 weeks 5.8 7.9 6.0 10.1* 5.8 7.7
≥18 weeks 1.9 3.6 2.1 4.7* 1.8 3.5

Procedure
Suction 94.0 91.9 94.3 90.2* 93.9 92.2
Dilation and extraction/

sharp curettage 4.6 7.8 4.2 9.4* 4.7 7.6
Other 1.4 0.2 1.5 0.4 1.4 0.2

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

*Rural-urban difference is significant at p<.01 (by chi-square test). †Includes cases with missing age and county. ‡Includes cases with
missing age; does not include cases with missing county. Notes: All interdecade differences are significant at p<.01 (by chi-square test),
except for the percentage of rural women who had had 1–2 prior abortions. Women aged 50–59 are excluded from the analysis. Per-
centages may not add to 100% due to rounding.


