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men in both surveys, while oral contra-
ceptives were the preferred method of sin-
gle women. For married and cohabiting
women, the rate of tubal ligation declined

all women younger than age 45.
Tubal ligation was the most common

contraceptive choice among married and
cohabiting and previously married wo-

from 39% to 31% between the two sur-
veys, whereas the rate of (their partner’s)
vasectomy rose from 16% to 24%. For sin-
gle women, pill use declined somewhat

Table 4. Percentage distribution of female contraceptive users, by current method, according to selected socioeconomic and demographic
characteristics and year

Characteristic 1984 1995

Tubal Vasectomy Pill Condom IUD Other† Total N Tubal Vasectomy Pill Condom IUD Other† Total‡ N
ligation ligation

Age
18–24 2.2 1.5 76.9 8.2 6.2 5.0 100.0 749 1.1 1.0 70.1 23.2 1.4 3.3 100.0 325
25–29 16.4 7.8 39.3 14.4 12.1 9.9 100.0 671 8.2 6.9 50.9 19.6 7.0 7.3 100.0 288
30–34 35.5 16.7 17.5 10.0 13.4 6.9 100.0 692 17.8 20.6 31.9 18.0 4.4 7.4 100.0 382
35–39 54.2 17.8 6.5 7.3 8.6 5.6 100.0 661 39.2 24.6 9.4 16.8 5.8 4.2 100.0 374
40–44 61.5 21.8 2.8 4.6 3.7 5.6 100.0 488 49.1 29.2 2.1 11.2 3.1 5.4 100.0 312
>45 67.6 15.6 0.2 8.9 1.5 6.2 100.0 375 65.1 23.1 3.4 2.5 4.3 1.6 100.0 252
Chi-square (df=25) 1858.7*** 938.4***

Marital status
Married/cohabiting 39.0 16.0 19.5 10.2 8.3 6.9 100.0 2,770 30.6 23.8 20.9 14.8 4.5 5.4 100.0 1,438
Formerly married 62.7 4.0 17.7 2.2 10.4 2.9 100.0 286 62.5 0.0 16.2 10.4 6.1 4.8 100.0 152
Never-married 4.3 1.0 73.4 7.3 7.2 6.6 100.0 581 6.9 0.0 64.7 22.1 2.7 3.6 100.0 341
Chi-square (df=10) 871.3*** 449.8***

Number of children
0 4.5 2.9 66.5 9.6 7.9 8.6 100.0 1,027 2.9 2.5 63.7 24.5 1.5 5.0 100.0 547
1 22.6 7.6 21.1 14.6 15.7 7.4 100.0 523 18.4 8.9 35.1 24.7 4.2 8.6 100.0 255
≥2 53.7 18.8 8.0 7.5 6.6 5.4 100.0 2,088 43.9 27.1 9.6 9.5 5.7 4.2 100.0 1,130
Chi-square (df=10) 1571.7*** 842.5***

Intend to have more children
Yes 0.6 0.1 65.4 14.2 10.1 9.6 100.0 1,093 0.4 0.1 65.2 24.5 3.4 6.3 100.0 553
No 50.2 18.1 11.9 6.9 7.5 5.3 100.0 2,544 40.3 24.8 13.4 12.3 4.7 4.5 100.0 1,379
Chi-square (df=5) 1583.8*** 771.1***

Education
Elementary school 51.9 14.7 19.1 4.9 5.5 3.8 100.0 1,126 48.5 12.8 22.2 7.5 3.6 5.4 100.0 298
High school 28.7 12.6 36.3 7.9 8.3 6.2 100.0 1,159 36.2 21.2 22.2 14.0 4.8 1.5 100.0 400
Some college/

university 27.2 11.1 28.2 13.7 10.6 9.1 100.0 1,351 21.8 17.8 31.7 18.3 4.3 6.0 100.0 1,234
Chi-square (df=10) 295.2*** 121.2***

Income
Quartile 1 34.8 6.6 37.2 7.8 7.4 6.1 100.0 970 30.9 11.7 30.8 17.4 5.6 3.5 100.0 592
Quartile 2 32.1 15.3 27.2 9.9 7.9 7.6 100.0 683 25.0 11.5 34.3 16.1 5.5 7.5 100.0 416
Quartile 3 36.1 13.1 27.4 10.0 7.8 5.5 100.0 1,064 30.2 24.8 26.2 13.0 2.2 3.6 100.0 404
Quartile 4 37.4 16.7 19.5 8.8 10.0 7.5 100.0 919 28.7 24.1 22.0 15.8 3.6 5.8 100.0 520
Chi-square (df=15) 113.0*** 83.5***

Currently working
Yes 33.8 11.5 30.8 8.1 9.0 6.8 100.0 2,207 29.2 18.1 29.6 14.1 4.0 4.9 100.0 1,108
No 37.6 14.5 23.7 10.7 7.2 6.2 100.0 1,430 28.6 17.2 26.4 18.0 4.7 5.1 100.0 824
Chi-square (df=5) 35.2*** 6.9

Religious affiliation
Catholic 34.4 12.1 30.4 7.9 8.0 7.3 100.0 1,742 28.5 19.3 29.2 15.7 4.1 3.2 100.0 881
Protestant 38.9 14.4 24.9 8.6 7.6 5.6 100.0 1,490 32.5 19.5 25.0 13.6 3.6 5.9 100.0 611
Other 23.7 3.2 23.8 28.3 15.8 5.3 100.0 89 28.9 5.9 22.5 20.4 14.1 8.3 100.0 73
None 27.0 11.1 30.9 12.8 10.9 7.4 100.0 316 24.0 13.5 32.5 18.7 4.1 7.2 100.0 367
Chi-square (df=15) 93.8*** 56.4***

Religious attendance
Weekly 43.7 14.7 15.3 9.7 5.9 10.6 100.0 835 35.9 24.0 19.0 12.6 2.8 5.6 100.0 323
Sometimes 33.1 12.3 31.8 9.1 8.2 5.4 100.0 1,437 30.4 19.8 26.8 14.8 4.3 3.8 100.0 579
Rarely/never 32.5 12.0 31.7 8.7 9.9 5.3 100.0 1,365 25.9 14.6 31.9 17.3 4.8 5.5 100.0 1,030
Chi-square (df=10) 125.4*** 47.1***

Nativity
Foreign-born 38.9 11.8 13.7 16.3 8.0 11.3 100.0 488 25.7 14.6 16.3 25.5 7.8 10.1 100.0 311
Canadian-born 34.8 12.9 30.2 8.0 8.3 5.8 100.0 3,149 29.5 18.3 30.5 13.9 3.7 4.0 100.0 1,621
Chi-square (df=5) 95.4*** 73.6***

Region
Quebec 33.9 12.5 30.8 8.5 8.2 6.2 100.0 1,018 27.8 18.9 30.3 14.8 5.9 2.3 100.0 503
Rest of Canada 35.9 12.8 26.9 9.3 8.3 6.7 100.0 2,619 29.3 17.3 27.5 16.1 3.8 6.0 100.0 1,429
Chi-square (df=5) 5.5 16.0**

**p≤.01. ***p≤.001. †Includes diaphragm, foam, rhythm, withdrawal, douche and other contraceptive methods. Notes: Categories may not add to 100% due to rounding. Percentages are weighted; Ns are
unweighted.


