
142 Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health

cause no childless women using these methods switched
to sterilization. Further, except for pill users, no childless
women switched to a long-term reversible method, which
may not be useful for short-term delays in childbearing.
Childless women also have a reduced risk of switching from
no method to the pill and, particularly, to other reversible
methods. This relationship could reflect that for many child-
less nonusers, the costs of a birth may be low because they
intend to eventually have children. It may also reflect a per-
ception of subfecundity among some of these women. Child-
less women also have a reduced rate of switching from the
condom to other reversible methods, and an elevated rate
of switching from other reversible methods to both the pill
and no method. Again, women’s choice of destination
method is probably determined by their perceived fecun-
dity and costs of a birth.

We hypothesized that women with no religious affilia-
tion would have a reduced rate of switching to more effec-
tive methods and an elevated rate of switching to less-
effective methods because the psychic costs of an abortion

would be reduced for these women. However, our findings
do not support this hypothesis. For example, while women
who have no religious affiliation and who use condoms have
a reduced risk of switching to sterilization, those who are
pill users have elevated rates of switching to sterilization
or a long-term reversible method, and a reduced rate of
switching to no method. As another example, women with
no religious affiliation who use other reversible methods
have increased rates of switching to sterilization but also
to no method.
•Unmarried women. Our multivariate analyses indicate that,
as with married women, age is significantly related to un-
married women’s switching behavior. Except among dual-
method users (who are already using condoms), older un-
married women are less likely than younger women to
switch to the condom (Table 6). Further, older women who
use condoms or other reversible methods are less likely to
stop using their method to adopt dual methods or the pill.
Combined with the finding that older women have reduced
rates of switching from other reversible methods and
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TABLE 6.  Hazard model coefficients indicating the effects of unmarried women’s characteristics on the risk of switching from a
specific origin  method  to a specific destination method  

Origin method and Destination method
characteristic

All Long-term† Dual Pill Condom Other None
methods reversible

Dual methods
Age at start of interval   0.000 0.083* na –0.005 –0.071 –0.137 –0.059
Black    –0.449 –0.436 na –0.390* –0.123 –2.228* 1.474*
Hispanic     –0.144 –1.805 na –0.312 1.671* –0.973 ‡
Completed yrs. of education –0.003 0.052 na –0.017 0.080 0.409* 0.218
Parity 0 at start of interval 0.182 –3.485* na 0.351 0.298 –2.800* 0.035
No religious affiliation    0.486* –0.154 na –0.677* 2.220* –0.279 –0.675

Pill
Age at start of interval   –0.018 0.007 0.008 na –0.061* 0.032* –0.025*
Black    0.271 –0.431 0.610* na 0.291* –1.117* 0.143
Hispanic     –0.196 –0.349 –0.820* na –0.450* 0.269 –1.159*
Completed yrs. of education –0.062 –0.125* –0.085* na 0.106* 0.034 0.130*
Parity 0 at start of interval 0.273 –0.471* 1.683* na –0.080 0.411* –0.563*
No religious affiliation    0.224 –0.910* 0.380* na 0.318* 0.356* –0.028

Condom
Age at start of interval   –0.013 0.037* –0.141* –0.137* na –0.002 0.031*
Black    –0.439* –0.267 0.639* –0.981* na –0.402* 0.235*
Hispanic     –0.202 ‡ –1.322* –0.632* na –0.693* 0.193
Completed yrs. of education 0.027 0.187* 0.055 0.235* na –0.004 –0.023
Parity 0 at start of interval 0.082 –2.186* 0.616* –0.042 na 0.180 0.331*
No religious affiliation    0.011 –0.268 0.367* –0.396* na 0.106 0.255*

Other reversible
Age at start of interval   –0.076* –0.038 –0.201* –0.114* –0.038* na –0.004
Black    –0.213 0.257 0.302 –0.611* –0.569* na 0.094
Hispanic     –0.041 –0.200 1.674* –0.258 –0.078 na –0.467
Completed yrs. of education 0.057 –0.120 0.168 –0.020 0.075* na 0.052
Parity 0 at start of interval –0.078 –0.988* 0.175 0.368 0.323 na –0.419*
No religious affiliation    –0.279 –0.652 –1.032 –0.604* 0.128 na 0.153

None
Age at start of interval –0.034* 0.012 –0.034 –0.073* –0.051* –0.013 na
Black –0.278 –0.637* –0.206 –0.752* –0.284* –0.459* na
Hispanic –0.118 –0.045 –3.896* –0.874* 0.030 0.360 na
Completed yrs. of education 0.098* –0.082 –0.073 0.112* 0.168* 0.110* na
Parity 0 at start of interval 0.214 –0.954* 0.775* –0.559* 0.673* 0.600* na
No religious affiliation –0.154 –0.503 –2.855* –0.518* –0.224* –0.250 na

*p≤.05. †Sterilization and long-term reversible methods. ‡Variable deleted from the model because no women with the characteristic switched to the method.  Notes:
Models also control for women’s living arrangements during childhood, age at menarche and duration of use (not shown). na=not applicable. 


