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ly. Black and Hispanic women were more likely than white
women to have used the pill inconsistently (odds ratio, 2.1
for each). Women with less than a high school degree were
more likely than those with a college degree to have been
inconsistent pill users (2.1). The longer a woman had been
using the pill, the less likely she was to indicate that in-
consistent use was the reason she had become pregnant.

Inconsistent condom use and condom breakage or slip-
page were predicted by some of the same characteristics.
For example, adolescents younger than 18 were less like-
ly than women aged 30 or older to report inconsistent con-
dom use (odds ratio, 0.3) and condom breakage or slip-
page (0.5). Black women were more likely than white
women to report both forms of imperfect use (2.1 for each).
Odds were similarly raised for women who intended to have
a child or more children. A further predictor of inconsis-
tent condom use was having an income below 100% of
poverty, whereas further predictors of breakage or slippage 
were being unmarried and having less than a high school
education.

(Table 6, page 300).* However, women most commonly cited
inconsistent use as the reason for becoming pregnant—76%
of pill users and 49% of condom users gave this reason.

Nearly half of pill users had not taken their pill every day
or had not taken it at the same time each day because they
had forgotten to do so. Among the other reasons for in-
consistent use were absence from home and hence lack of
pills (16%), depletion of supplies (10%), illness (8%) and
lack of inclination to take the pill (2%). Fourteen percent
of inconsistent pill users indicated multiple reasons for ir-
regular use (not shown).

The most common reasons women gave for not having
used condoms consistently were that they perceived them-
selves to be at low risk (20%), they lacked a condom (14%)
and they did not expect to have sex (13%). Other reasons
were women’s and partners’ lack of inclination to use a con-
dom (6% and 4%, respectively). Eleven percent of incon-
sistent condom users indicated two or more reasons for
not having used condoms regularly (not shown). Some 42%
of users reported that they had become pregnant because
of condom breakage or slippage.

We used logistic regression to examine characteristics
associated with inconsistent pill and condom use, as well
as condom breakage and slippage (Table 7, page 301). For
each category of problem, the comparison group was
women who reported they had used the method perfect-

TABLE 4. Percentage of women obtaining abortions who had not been using a contraceptive method in the month of concep-
tion, by selected characteristics, according to reported reasons for nonuse 

Characteristic Perceived Method Unexpected/ Ambivalence Access Partner Ambivalence Parents
low risk concerns unwanted about problems preferences about

sex contraception pregnancy

All 33.1 32.3 26.5 21.5 12.0 10.4 4.7 2.4

Age
<18 38.9 26.0 44.0*** 27.9*** 12.6 7.2** 5.1 15.5***
18–19 37.5 37.2** 28.3 26.5*** 13.3 13.0 4.8 5.9***
20–24 30.7* 32.4 25.8 25.9*** 12.5 9.6 3.5*** 0.9
25–29 30.0* 34.8** 21.1* 16.5 12.3 10.2 3.7** 0.2
≥30 (ref) 35.2 29.3 26.1 15.3 10.1 11.3 7.1 0.6

Union status
Married (ref) 29.2 30.6 16.5 17.9 11.6 12.2 8.4 0.0
Cohabiting† 31.7 36.0* 15.8 21.2 14.5 12.1 5.5* 0.7**
Previously married‡ 35.9* 32.6 39.8*** 13.4* 10.6 9.2 6.3 0.7*
Never-married 34.5* 30.9 32.5*** 24.9*** 11.1 9.2* 2.6*** 4.6***

Poverty status§
<100% 33.6 34.1 27.7 21.9 14.2*** 11.9* 4.2* 2.6
100–199% 32.0 32.9 26.7 22.7 13.8*** 10.7 4.6* 2.8
200–299% 31.8 30.6 26.5 20.3 10.8** 8.7 3.8** 2.0
≥300% (ref) 35.0 30.6 24.5 20.4 7.1 9.1 6.3 1.9

Race/ethnicity
White (ref) 33.9 30.6 27.6 21.5 12.9 11.2 5.3 2.0
Black 31.7 33.0 25.4 18.8 11.4 8.2** 4.2 1.6
Hispanic 32.9 34.5 28.5 22.4 12.6 13.0 3.9 4.5***
Other 36.3 31.0 21.6 32.0*** 8.9** 10.2 6.9 2.0

Prior method
Injectable 28.4*** 36.7*** 28.5 20.0 18.5*** 8.7* 2.7** 0.2**
Pill 28.4*** 34.5*** 20.5*** 20.2 15.9*** 7.9*** 4.3 0.5*
Condom (ref) 40.6 25.3 31.3 20.1 5.1 12.6 5.6 1.2
Withdrawal 43.3 35.8** 23.5* 19.5 5.1 18.8** 6.1 2.0
None 32.2** 34.1** 31.3 29.3*** 12.0*** 9.5 5.6 10.1***

*p<.05. **p<.01. ***p<.001. †Based on single women only. ‡Includes separated women. §Percentage of federal poverty level. Note: ref=reference category.

*The questionnaire directed all barrier method users to answer the series
of items about reasons for pregnancy. Because male condoms were the
most commonly used method among women having abortions and be-
cause problems associated with condom use are, in many ways, distinct-
ly different from those of other barrier methods, we limited the analysis of
potential reasons for pregnancy to women who had been using male con-
doms in the month they became pregnant.


