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Associations Between Early Marriage and Marital and Reproductive Health Outcomes

TABLE3.Percentageofwomenaged20–24who reported
autonomousdecisionmaking,self-efficacy,disapproval of
wife beatingand selected reproductive health outcomes,
by timingofmarriage

Measure Married Married
early late

AGENCY
Autonomy in decision making
Choosing friends 94.5 94.8
Purchasing clothes 72.7 77.9***
Spendingmoney 77.4 80.9***
All three 66.9 71.6**

Self-efficacy
Able to express opinions to elders 24.5 32.6***
Able to confront personwho said/
did somethingwrong 30.9 35.4**

Able todoboth 16.0 22.9***

GENDER-ROLEATTITUDES
Believeswifebeating is not justified
in any circumstances 35.6 46.7***

REPRODUCTIVEHEALTH
Used contraceptives todelay
first pregnancy 3.4 11.2***

Had first delivery inhealth facility 44.5 70.0***
Hadmiscarriage/stillbirth 16.6 9.0***

**p≤.01.***p≤.001.


