
reflecting both more time to experience a higher-order

pregnancy and the instability of early unions. Differences

betweenpartners in age and racewere not associatedwith

multipartnered fertility, but partner education was an

important factor (though it was not associated with

awoman’s relationship status at the time of a new-partner

birth). A disproportionate number of young women who

did not know their partner’s level of education or whose

partner had less than a high school education had births

withmore than one partner, whereas fewwhose first birth

partner had attended college did so.

More than half of nonmarital first births among young

women occurred outside of a coresidential union, and as

hypothesized, women who were not cohabiting at their

first birth were more likely than those who were living

with their partner at first birth to have had births by

multiple partners. Moreover, the proportion of new-

partner births that occurred in a marriage was lower

among women whose first birth had been in a noncoresi-

dential relationship (3% out of 17%) than among women

who had been living with the father of their first child

(3% out of 8%). Young women who had had no contact

with the father of their first child after informing him of

the pregnancy or who had not wished to have a childwith

him also had an increased likelihood of multipartnered

fertility; interestingly, women who had had no contact

with their first child’s father were particularly likely to

be cohabiting or married when they had a child with

a different partner. Overall, women who had a weak

relationship with the father of their first child were much

more likely than other women to report multipartnered

fertility within the short time between Add Health

waves.

The average age of young women who had had a

nonmarital first birth by Wave 3 of Add Health was

22 (Table 4). Slightly more than half were white, about

a third were black, and the rest were Hispanic (Asian

womenwere excluded from the analyses as they had only

46 nonmarital first births and 14 higher parity births).

Not surprisingly, these young mothers were fairly disad-

vantaged; only a third had lived with both biological

parents at Wave 1, and one-fourth had grown up in an

impoverished household. One-third had had a parent

with more than a high school education. Although nearly

two-thirds had expected to go to college, more than

a quarter had repeated a grade, and four in 10 had been

suspended or expelled from school. At Wave 1, these

women reported having fairly good relationships with

their parents, low levels of depression and high self-

esteem. Their mean age at first sex was about 15.

The multivariate logistic regressions lend only modest

support for our supposition that the characteristics

associated with early nonmarital childbearing in prior

research are also predictors of having a higher order birth

with a new partner. Black mothers were marginally more

likely than their white counterparts to have a birth with

a new partner outside of a coresidential relationship

rather than to have no new-partner birth, but they had

81% lower odds of having a marital new-partner birth

(Table 5). Compared with mothers who had lived with

TABLE 4. Selected characteristics among women aged
19–25 with a nonmarital first birth

Characteristic % or mean
(N=1,368)

Mean age‡ 22.1

Race
White 55.0
Black 30.8
Hispanic 14.2

Foreign-born 4.0

Family structure
Both biological parents 34.2
Two-parent stepfamily 18.0
Single mother 31.7
Single father 3.3
Other 12.8

Parental income
<$16,000§ 26.2
$16,000–29,999 25.9
$30,000–39,999 15.8
$40,000–49,999 12.5
‡$50,000 19.6

Parental education
<High school†† 17.9
High school 50.5
Some college 18.3
College graduate 13.3

Parents ever on public assistance 18.2

Likely to attend college 65.9

Mean grade point average (range, 1–4) 2.6

Mean verbal ability score (range, 0–100) 96.0

Mean trouble in school score (range, 0–4) 1.1

Ever repeated a grade 29.1

Ever suspended or expelled 39.9

Likely to be married by age 25 43.6

Religious service attendance
Never 27.8
<monthly 18.4
‡monthly but <weekly 21.5
‡weekly 32.3

Mean parental relationship
quality score (range, 1–5) 4.0

Mean depression score (range, 0–3) 0.9

Mean self-esteem score (range, 1–5) 4.0

Mean age at first sex‡ 15.3

‡Measured atWave 3. §Poverty level for a family of four in 1994. ††Includes

individualswhoobtained a general equivalency diploma.Notes:Unless other-

wise indicated, all characteristicsweremeasured atWave 1 and are presented

as percentages. All values areweighted to reflect the characteristics of the base-

line sample; sample size is unweighted.
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