
11 items—the adolescent’s perception of closeness and of

the stepfather’s caring and nine itemsmeasuring whether

the adolescent had participated in specific activities with

his or her stepfather in the past four weeks (e.g., gone

shopping, played a sport, gone to a religious service or

church-related event, or talked about schoolwork or

grades). Higher scores on the scale indicate greater

involvement, and a score of zero equates to an average

score on all items (alpha=0.71).

Controls are included for adolescent’s sex (1=male),

black or Latino origin (1=yes), age (in years), average

grades (1=D or lower, 4=A; mean substitution used in 4%

of cases) and religiosity. The last was measured on a stan-

dardized scale of six items (having a religious affiliation,

agreeing that sacred scriptures are the literal word of God,

frequency of attending religious services, importance of

religion to oneself, frequency of prayer, frequency of

attending teenage religious activities; alpha=0.69). Higher

scores on the scale indicate greater religiosity, and a score

of zero equates to an average score on all items.

Two measures of the adolescent’s romantic experience

are used—whether the adolescent had ever had sex and

whether he or she had been in a romantic relationship at

any time during the 18 months prior to the interview

(1=yes).* Measures of the resident mother’s involvement

(identical to the scale for father’s involvement;

alpha=0.61) andmother’s educational attainment (0=less

than high school, 4=more than a college degree; mean

substitution used in 4% of cases) are also included.

Several items drawn from the resident mother’s question-

naire are also used: her reluctance to talk about sex

(five-item scale with higher scores indicating greater

reluctance; alpha=0.80), the frequency with which she

discussed sex in a cautionary way with the adolescent

(six-item scale with higher scores indicating greater

frequency; alpha=0.90), her disapproval of the adoles-

cent’s having sex at this point in life (five-point Likert

scale with higher score indicating disapproval), whether

she has recommended birth control to the adolescent

(five-point Likert scale with higher score indicating

greater agreement that she has made such a recommen-

dation; mean substitution used in 1% of cases) and her

level of agreement that it would be acceptable for the

adolescent to have sex within a relationship (five-point

Likert scale with higher score indicating greater agree-

ment). Our models also include controls for the amount

of child support received in a typical month (0=none,

4=more than $500; mean substitution used in 1% of

cases) and nonresident biological fathers’ involvement

(similar to the involvement scales for mothers and step-

fathers, but with the inclusion of frequency of overnight

visits and frequency of communication; alpha=0.81).

Adolescents who had no contact with their biological

fathers received the minimum possible score on this

scale.

Several stepfather-related controls, based on mothers’

reports, are also included. The duration (in years) of the

mother’s marriage to or marriage-like relationship with

the stepfather, the stepfather’s educational level (0=less

than high school, 4=more than a college degree; mean

substitution used in 2% of cases), and whether the

stepfather is employed full-time (1=yes; mean substitu-

tion used in 12% of cases) appear in models that include

stepfather involvement.

Analysis

We examined gender differences at the bivariate level,

using two-tailed tests. All linear regression models are

adjusted to account for sample design characteristics

and include binary marker variables to indicate mean

substitution. The gender-specific linear regression mod-

els also incorporate results from difference-of-slopes

tests on the combined sample (i.e., within-gender inter-

actions with all independent and control variables in the

model) to indicate significant differences in effect sizes

for males and females.Where results from supplemental

analyses are noted, survey-adjusted linear regression

was used.

TABLE 1. Selected characteristics of adolescents living with their biological mother
and stepfather, by gender, National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health,
1994–1995

Characteristic Total Males Females
(N=908) (N=458) (N=450)

Disposition toward having sex
(range, –1.5 to 4) 0.59*** (0.03) 0.89 (0.05) 0.27 (0.04)

% male 52 (0.02) na na
% Latino 9 (0.02) 9 (0.02) 9 (0.02)
% black 13 (0.02) 13 (0.03) 14 (0.02)
Age (range, 15–20) 16.85 (0.06) 16.89 (0.08) 16.81 (0.08)
Grades (range, 1–4) 2.66*** (0.04) 2.53 (0.05) 2.80 (0.07)
Religiosity (range, –1.56 to 1.66) –0.17** (0.04) –0.25 (0.06) –0.08 (0.04)
Monthly child support (range, 0–4) 0.99 (0.06) 1.05 (0.09) 0.93 (0.07)
Mother’s education (range, 0–4) 1.53 (0.07) 1.55 (0.10) 1.51 (0.08)
% who ever had sex 58 (0.03) 58 (0.04) 58 (0.03)
% romantically involved in past 18 mos. 70** (0.02) 64 (0.03) 77 (0.03)
Mother reluctant to talk about sex (range, 1–5) 1.70** (0.03) 1.80 (0.05) 1.59 (0.04)
Mother warns about sex (range 1–4) 3.10*** (0.04) 2.95 (0.06) 3.25 (0.05)
Mother disapproves of sex (range, 1–5) 4.11* (0.05) 4.00 (0.07) 4.22 (0.08)
Mother approves of sex with special friend

(range, 1–5) 1.99 (0.06) 2.04 (0.08) 1.94 (0.07)
Mother has recommended birth control

(range, 1–5) 3.26 (0.07) 3.33 (0.10) 3.19 (0.10)
Mother involvement (range, –1.65 to 1.31) 0.03 (0.02) 0.00 (0.03) 0.07 (0.03)
Biological father involvement

(range, –.67 to 1.88) –0.18* (0.03) –0.13 (0.05) –0.24 (0.03)
Stepfather’s yrs. in household (range, 1–19) 8.20 (0.34) 7.91 (0.39) 8.50 (0.36)
Stepfather’s education (range, 0–4) 1.63 (0.07) 1.63 (0.09) 1.61 (0.08)
% whose stepfather is employed 97 (0.01) 96 (0.01) 97 (0.01)
Stepfather involvement

(range, –1.37 to 1.47) –0.23 (0.03) –0.23 (0.04) –0.23 (0.03)

*p<.05. **p<.01. ***p<.001. Notes: na=not applicable. Unless otherwise noted, values shown are means (and

standard errors). For descriptions of scales, see page 84. Bivariate gender differences were determined by results

of two-tailed tests. For standardized scales, a score of zero equates to an average value for all components.

*Adolescents were coded as having had a romantic relationship if they

either responded affirmatively to a direct question about such relation-

ships or responded affirmatively to three questions about behaviors

commonly associated with being in a romantic relationship (kissing,

holding hands and professing love to someone who is not a family

member), and indicated that they had done all of these things with the

same person.
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