
positively associatedwith teenagepregnancy (2.5 and2.1,

respectively).

MultivariateAnalyses
dFamily history of teenage births and adolescent pregnancy.

In the first logistic regression model (Table 3), young

women who had a sister who had had a teenage birth

and thosewhohadboth a sister and amother whohadhad

a teenage birth had higher odds of experiencing a preg-

nancy than young women who had no family history of

teenage births (odds ratios, 4.8 and 5.1, respectively).

Young women who had only a mother who had had

a teenage birth did not differ significantly in terms of

pregnancy risk from those who had no family history of

teenage births (1.1). This lack of association between

teenage pregnancy and having a mother who had

been a teenage parent contradicts a well-established link

reported in previous research.9–13 Thus, we conducted

separate analyses to clarify whether the finding pertained

only to Latinas or only to blacks; we found a marginally

significant association between having a mother who had

had a teenage birth and early pregnancy for blacks (odds

ratio, 7.0; p<.07), but no association for Latinas.

In the second model, compared with young women

whose mother and sister both had had teenage births,

those who had only a sister who had had a teenage birth

were not at greater risk of early pregnancy; however,

young women who had only a mother who had had

a teenage birth had a significantly reduced risk of

pregnancy (odds ratio, 0.2). In the third model, young

womenwho had a sister who had had a teenage birth had

more than four times the odds of experiencing a teenage

pregnancy of those who had only amother who had been

a teenage parent (4.5).
dMediating effects of socioeconomic and mothers’ parenting

characteristics. The first model of Table 4 repeats our

findings of the associations between pregnancy and a

family history of teenage births shown in Table 3. When

variables for family income and mother’s educational

level were included, in the second model, the magnitude

of the associations between having a sister who had had

a teenage birth and adolescent pregnancy, and between

having both a mother and a sister who had had a teenage

birth and adolescent pregnancy,were each reduced (odds

ratios, both 4.4) but remained significant.Whenmothers’

parenting attitudes and behaviors were added in the final

model, having both a mother and a sister who had had

a teenage birth remained associated with teenage preg-

nancy (3.7); however, having only a sister who had had

a teenage birth became nonsignificant. In addition,

mothers’ lax parenting was associated with teenage

pregnancy (1.9).
dSibling relationship characteristics and adolescent preg-

nancy. Of the four sibling relationship measures, only

frequent companionship with an older sister was signif-

icantly associated with the risk of teenage pregnancy

(odds ratio, 4.5—Table 5); frequent rivalry with an older

sister was marginally associated with pregnancy risk

(2.9). Having a sister who had had a teenage birth was

associated with significantly elevated odds of pregnancy

(5.0–7.4); the odds varied by which individual sibling

relationship characteristic was included in the equation.

Two of the interaction terms were marginally significant:

Frequent companionship with a sister who had had

a teenage birth was associated with greater odds of

pregnancy (5.2), and frequent conflict with a sister who

had had a teenage birth was associated with decreased

odds of pregnancy (0.3).*

TABLE 3. Odds ratios (and 95% confidence intervals) from
logistic regression analyses examining the associations be-
tween family history of teenage births and young women’s
likelihood of experiencing an early pregnancy

Model Odds ratio

Model 1
Neither mother nor sister had teenage birth (ref) 1.00
Only mother had teenage birth 1.12 (0.3–4.4)
Only sister had teenage birth 4.79 (1.3–17.2)*
Both had teenage birth 5.08 (1.6–16.6)**

Model 2
Both mother and sister had teenage birth (ref ) 1.00
Only mother had teenage birth 0.20 (0.1–0.8)*
Only sister had teenage birth 0.95 (0.3–3.0)

Model 3
Only mother had teenage birth (ref ) 1.00
Only sister had teenage birth 4.52 (1.0–21.3)*
Both had teenage birth na

*p<.05. **p<.01. Notes: Results are adjusted for age, race and ethnicity.

ref=reference group. na=not applicable.

TABLE 4. Odds ratios (and95%confidence intervals) from logistic regression analyses
examining the associations between early pregnancy and selected characteristics

Characteristic Model 1 Model 2 Model 3

Family member who had teenage birth†
Only mother 1.12 (0.3–4.4) 1.03 (0.3–4.1) 0.82 (0.2–3.7)
Only sister 4.79 (1.3–17.2)* 4.44 (1.2–16.4)* 2.56 (0.6–10.6)
Both mother and sister 5.08 (1.6–16.6)** 4.42 (1.2–15.8)* 3.65 (0.9–14.5)*

Socioeconomic
Age 1.93 (1.4–2.6)*** 2.00 (1.4–2.7)*** 1.84 (1.3–2.6)***
Latina 0.81 (0.3–2.0) 1.14 (0.4–3.3) 1.01 (0.3–3.1)
Family income na 0.80 (0.6–1.1) 0.78 (0.5–1.2)
Mother’s educational level na 1.17 (0.9–1.5) 1.20 (1.0–1.5)

Mother’s parenting
Single na na 2.06 (0.7–6.3)
Lax na na 1.91 (1.1–3.3)*
Approval of teenage sex/

parenting na na 1.25 (0.7–2.2)
Low value of education na na 1.01 (0.4–2.5)

*p<.05. **p<.01. ***p<.001. †Reference category is neither mother nor sister. Note: na=not applicable.

*Having a sister who had had a teenage birth was significantly correlated

with low sibling conflict and low companionship (r=�.22 and r=�.18,

respectively). Thus, young women generally had less conflict and spent

less time with a sister who was a teenage parent than with other sisters.

Warmth and closeness and rivalry were not associated with having

a sister who was a teenage parent.
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