
Volume 39, Number 3, September 2013 157

as likely to have initiated sex before age 15 than were those 
who felt their parents or guardians cared very much about 
their problems during childhood (2.0). In addition, respon-
dents who had frequently missed or never attended school 
were much more likely than those who had rarely or never 
missed school to have first had sex before age 15 (1.7).
•Coerced first sex. The measure most strongly associated 
with coerced first sex was young women’s relationship 
with their first sexual partner (Table 5, panel 2). In com-
parison with those whose first sexual partner was their 
boyfriend, respondents had higher odds of having expe-
rienced coerced first sex if their first sexual partner was 

Multivariate Analysis
•Sexual initiation before age 15. In a multivariate logistic 
regression analysis looking at early sexual initiation (Table 
5, page 158, first panel), the only partner-level characteris-
tic associated with early sexual initiation was the relation-
ship to the first sexual partner. In comparison with young 
women who reported that their first sexual partner was 
a boyfriend, those who said he was a casual friend were 
more likely to have initiated sex before age 15 (odds ratio, 
1.5), and those whose first partner was their husband were 
less likely to have had sex before age 15 (0.4).

At the family level, early sexual initiation was associ-
ated with elevated odds of having grown up in a house-
hold without both parents present (1.5–1.6) and of having 
a female caregiver who consumed alcohol (1.5). Young 
women who said that they felt their caregiver cared little 
about their problems during childhood were nearly twice 

TABLE 3. Percentage distribution of respondents, by 
coercion at sexual initiation, according to selected 
characteristics

Characteristic Coerced Not 
coerced

Age at first sex**
<15 29.2 19.9
15–16 44.4 42.7
≥17 26.3 37.4

Partner’s age relative to respondent**
Same age or younger 21.1 17.7
1–4 years older 37.4 49.8
≥5 years older or unknown 41.5 32.5

Living arrangement**,†
With both parents 51.4 55.3
With mother only 6.4 14.2
Other 42.1 30.6

Mother’s education
<5 years 22.2 18.8
5–7 years 30.4 34.0
>7 years 13.5 15.6
Do not know 33.9 31.5

Female caregiver’s alcohol consumption*
None 62.0 69.9
Sometimes/often 38.0 30.1

Religion
Muslim 14.0 17.2
Non-Muslim 86.0 82.9

Family socioeconomic status*,†
Well-off 16.4 9.5
Average 66.1 72.8
Poor 17.5 17.7

Caregivers cared about problems**,†
Very much 52.6 46.7
Somewhat 31.6 43.2
Not very much/not at all 15.8 10.1

School attendance†
Never/rarely missed 41.5 42.0
Sometimes missed 45.0 48.5
Frequently missed/never attended 13.5 9.5

Total 100.0 100.0

*p<.05. **p<.01. ***p<.001. †When respondent was aged 11 or 12.

TABLE 4. Percentage distribution of respondents, by condom 
use at first sex, according to selected characteristics 

Characteristic Condom 
at first sex 
(n=528)

No condom 
at first sex 
(n=973)

Relationship to first partner***
Boyfriend 74.8 46.9 
Husband/cohabiting partner   1.9 35.2 
Occasional/casual friend   9.5   9.3
Fellow student 12.5   8.0 
Other   1.3   0.7

Age at first sex***
<15 15.3 22.4
15–16 41.5 43.3
≥17 43.2 34.3

Partner’s age relative to respondent***
Same age or younger 21.6 15.5
1–4 years older 57.8 45.6
≥5 years older or unknown 20.6 38.9

Living arrangement†
With both parents 54.4 55.7
With mother only 17.1 12.6
Other 28.6 31.7

Mother’s education (yrs.)***
<5 years 15.7 20.5
5–7 years 37.3 32.3
>7 years 22.5 11.8
Do not know 24.4 35.5

Female caregiver’s alcohol consumption**
None 73.9 67.7
Sometimes/often 26.1 32.3

Religion
Muslim 17.1 17.2
Non-Muslim 83.0 82.8

Family socioeconomic status†
Well-off   9.9   9.4
Average 73.9 72.3
Poor 16.3 18.4

Caregivers cared about problems**,†
Very much 51.7 44.0
Somewhat 38.1 46.0
Not very much/not at all 10.2 10.0

School attendance**,†
Never/rarely missed 43.8 41.2
Sometimes missed 50.1 47.4
Frequently missed/never attended 6.1 11.4

Total 100.0 100.0

*p<.05. **p<.01. ***p<.001. †When respondent was aged 11 or 12.


