
seven years) in New Zealand, where the rate declined

slightly amongwomen of European descent and increased

substantially among women of Asian ethnicity.22

The abortion rate in the United States declined by 8%

between 1996 and 2003 to 21 per 1,000 women, but

remained higher, and in some cases substantially higher,

than the rates in many Northern and Western European

countries. However, within the United States, abortion

levels differed widely by racial or ethnic group. In 2000,

the abortion rate was 12 among white women, 31 among

Hispanic women and 57 among black women.12

dDeveloping countries. Legal abortion is generally avail-

able in relatively few developing countries or territories,

and abortion rates varywidely across them.Cuba hadone

of the highest rates among countries with complete

counts in 2003, though its rate has fallen in the past

decade (from 78 to 57 per 1,000 women). It has been

reported that the family planning program in Cuba has

sought to expand the range of methods available beyond

the IUD, which has long been the predominant method,

and to improve the quality of family planning services.23

Incontrast, theabortionrate inPuertoRicowas18 in2001,

havingdeclined from23 in1991.7Surveysofwomen indicate

that the use of modern contraceptives in this territory was

widespread and continued to increase over this period.24,25

The rate was also low in Tunisia, where government invest-

ment in family planning has been long-standing.26

The legal abortion rate in South Africa was very low (six

per 1,000 women), but many abortions are performed

outside the legal sector, despite liberalization of the

abortion law in 1997.27 The estimated rate of unsafe

(primarily illegal) abortions for the Southern Africa region

is nearly three times this legal abortion rate,28 and South

Africa makes up 90% of the region’s population. A review

of abortion service provision in 2000 found that access to

services remained limited and inequitable, and that many

hospital-based providers were openly hostile toward

women seeking abortions.29 Available evidence does not

allow us to determine recent trends or the total level of

abortion (legal and illegal) in South Africa. As services

becomemore available, the rate of legal abortionwill likely

increase and the use of illegal abortions will likely decline.

Legal abortion became available inNepal inMarch 2004,

and the count in Table 1 represents legal procedures in

2005–2006. Access to legal abortion has so far been con-

strained by the cost of services, uneven access to approved

health facilities and lack of awareness about the law. As in

SouthAfrica, this countprobably represents a small portion

of the total number of abortions that are occurring, and the

reported abortion ratewill likely increase asmore abortions

are performed in the legal sector.

Countrieswith Incomplete Statistics

In the 27 countries for which reporting is incomplete or

the level of completeness is unknown,* the true inci-

dence of abortion is likely higher than the reported

TABLE 1. Measures of legal abortion in countries where reporting is relatively
complete, by country and year

Country No.* Rate† Ratio,‡
2003

Total
abortion
rate,§
2003

2003 1996 2003 1996 Average
annual %
change

Eastern Europe
Belarus** 80,200 u 35 u u 91 1.1††
Bulgaria 34,700 89,000 22 51 �11.7 52 0.6††
Czech Republic 27,100 46,500 13 21 �6.9 29 0.4
Hungary 53,800 76,600 26 35 �4.2 57 0.7
Russian Federation 1,504,000 2,284,600 45 69 �6.0 104 1.3
Slovakia 16,200 25,200 13 20 �6.1 31 0.4††

Northern Europe
Denmark 15,600 18,100 15 16 �1.6 24 0.4
England and Wales‡‡ 181,600 167,900 17 16 0.9 29 0.5
Estonia 10,600 16,900 36 56 �6.1 82 1.1
Finland 10,700 10,400 11 10 1.1 19 0.3
Latvia 19,000 23,100 29 44 �6.0 69 0.9
Lithuania 11,500 27,800 15 34 �11.0 38 0.5
Norway 13,800 14,300 15 16 �0.5 25 0.5
Scotland§§ 12,600 12,300 12 11 0.5 23 0.4
Sweden 34,400 32,100 20 19 1.1 34 0.6

Southern Europe
Italy 132,800 u 11 u u 25 0.3
Slovenia 6,900 10,400 16 23 �5.2 40 0.5

Western Europe
Belgium*† 16,200 14,800 8 7 1.7 14 0.2
France 208,800 189,800 17 15 1.6 26 0.5††
Germany*† 129,300 130,900 8 8 0.2 18 0.2
Netherlands‡‡ 28,800 22,400 9 7 4.0 14 0.3
Switzerland 10,500 u 7 u u 15 0.2††

North America
Canada*‡ 104,200 111,800 15 16 �0.3 31 0.5
United States*§ 1,287,000 1,360,200 21 22 �1.2 31 0.6

Oceania
Australia 84,500 89,100 20 22 �1.3 34 0.6††
New Zealand 18,500 14,800 21 17 2.8 33 0.7

South/Southeast Asia
Nepal†* 33,100 u 5 u u 4 0.2††
Singapore 12,300 14,400 15 16 �0.9 31 0.4††

Western Asia
Israel†‡ 20,800 17,400 14 14 0.6 14 0.4

Caribbean
Cuba†§ 151,500 209,900 57 78 �3.8 109 1.7††
Puerto Rico‡* 15,600 19,200 18 23 �2.2 28 0.5††

Africa
South Africa 70,100 u 6 u u 6 0.2††
Tunisia‡† 16,000 19,000 7 9 �6.1 9 0.2††

*Rounded to the nearest 100. †Abortions per 1,000 women aged 15–44. ‡Abortions per 100 live births. §The

number of abortions that the averagewomanwould have during her reproductive lifetime, given present age-

specificabortion rates. **May includespontaneousabortions.††Estimatedbydividing thegeneralabortion rate

by 1,000 andmultiplyingby 30. ‡‡Residents only. §§Includes abortions residents obtained in EnglandorWales.

*†Includes abortions residents obtained in the Netherlands. *‡Includes abortions residents obtained in select-

ed U.S. states. *§Estimates are provisional and may change as more data become available. †*Abortions from

March2005 toFebruary2006. †‡Abortionapplicationsapproved, as reported to theCentral Bureauof Statistics.

†§Estimates are for 1996 and2004. ‡*Estimates are for 1991 and2001. ‡†Estimates are for 1996 and2000.Note:

u=unavailable.

*Zambia was included in the prior round of estimates but was excluded

here because of a lack of recent information; Northern Ireland has been

added. Abortion reporting in Kazakhstan was considered complete in

1996, but is now classified as incomplete because a nationally represen-

tative survey revealed that abortion levels exceed the official count. The

former Yugoslavia is now Serbia and Montenegro.

Volume 39, Number 4, December 2007 219


