
underreported.13 However, we do not know the extent to

which any possible underreporting varies by union type.

Sexual experience is a dichotomousmeasure indicating

whether a woman had ever had vaginal intercourse.*

Being sexually active is a dichotomous measure of

whether a woman had had vaginal intercourse in the past

three months; women were also asked the number of

months inwhich theyhadhad intercourse in the past year

(range, 0–12).†

Several variables measured exposure to reproductive

health risks and use of contraceptives. Having multiple

sexual partners—a risk factor for STDs—was defined as

having had two or more partners in the past year. A

woman was considered to be at risk of unintended

pregnancy if shewas sexually active, fecund, not pregnant

or postpartum, not trying to get pregnant and not using

contraceptive sterilization; women using other forms of

contraceptionwere considered to be at risk of unintended

pregnancy.Data for bothof thesemeasureswere collected

for all women, regardless of sexual experience, since

never having sex is one means of risk reduction. Among

women with multiple partners in the past year, we

assessed if they had used condoms during the month of

interview, as well as their consistency of condom use in

the past year (always, sometimes, never). For women

who were at risk of unintended pregnancy, we deter-

mined if they had used any contraceptive in the month of

interview.
dAccess to care. We measured one important aspect of

women’s difficulty in meeting their reproductive health

care needs: not having health insurance. Respondents

were asked whether they had had private insurance,

Medicaid coverage or other types of insurance during

the entire 12 months preceding the survey. Unfortu-

nately, the NSFG has no other appropriate measure of

access or barriers to health care.
dDemographic characteristics. We examined several key

demographic characteristics: age at interview (in five-year

groups), race or ethnicity (white, black or Hispanic),‡ and

household poverty status, as a percentage of the federal

poverty level (less than 100%, 100–199%, 200% or

higher).x Additionally, we categorized women by the high-

est level of education completed (less than high school,

high school or college); we excluded women younger than

25 to avoid any bias from women who were still in school.

Analysis

We first examined change in thedistribution ofwomenby

current union status, according to age, across the 1988,

1995 and 2002 surveys. In the rest of the analyses, we

used only 2002 data. We assessed differences in distribu-

tionbyunion status according to age and race or ethnicity,

as well as differences in sexual behavior and risk of

TABLE 2. Percentage of women who are sexually experienced, percentage of sexually experienced women who are sexually
active, and mean number of months per year in which women are sexually active, by selected characteristics, according to
current union status

Characteristic % sexually experienced % sexually active* No. of mos. of sexual activity

Single Married Cohabiting Single Married Cohabiting Single Married Cohabiting

All 88.5 100.0† 100.0† 69.5 95.1† 95.7† 7.3 10.9† 10.8†

Age
20–29 82.6‡,§ 100.0† 100.0† 78.1‡,§ 97.8† 96.0† 8.1‡,§ 11.0† 10.7†
30–39 94.2 100.0† 100.0† 64.8 96.2† 96.3† 7.0 11.0† 10.9†
40–44 95.0 100.0† 100.0† 56.2‡ 90.6† 93.1† 5.9‡ 10.8† 10.7†

Race/ethnicity
Black 93.9‡,§ 100.0† 100.0† 74.4‡ 96.2† 99.1† 7.8‡ 11.0† 11.3†
White 88.4 100.0† 100.0† 67.8 95.4† 95.0† 7.1 11.0† 10.7†
Hispanic 87.0 100.0† 100.0† 68.3 96.4† 96.2† 7.5 11.0† 11.0†

Completed education**
<H.S. 95.5§ 100.0† 100.0† 76.1‡,§ 95.7† 96.4† 8.1‡,§ 11.1† 11.0†
H.S. 96.1 100.0† 100.0† 66.5 94.2† 94.1† 7.2 10.9† 10.8†
College 85.9‡ 100.0† 100.0† 54.8‡ 95.7† 92.6† 5.8‡ 11.0† 10.5†

% of federal poverty level
<100 89.5 100.0† 100.0† 72.2 92.5† 95.9† 7.5 10.6† 10.8†
100–199 88.5 100.0† 100.0† 69.6 95.2† 95.9† 7.4 11.0† 10.7†
‡200 88.0 100.0† 100.0† 68.1 95.5† 95.4† 7.2 11.0† 10.8†

*A woman is sexually active if she has had vaginal intercourse in the past three months. †Significantly different from percentage for single women at p£.05.
‡Significantlydifferent frompercentage in themiddle rowatp£.05. §Significantlydifferent frompercentage in the third rowatp£.05. **Amongwomenaged25or

older.

*Respondents were coded as having had vaginal intercourse if they

had ever married, ever cohabited or ever been pregnant, or if they

responded positively to the question ‘‘At any time in your life, have

you ever had sexual intercourse with a man, that is, made love, had

sex, or gone all the way?’’

†The last two measures were determined using the month-to-month

calendar for sexual and contraceptive behavior.

‡Respondents who reported ‘‘other’’ were included in the totals, but

excluded from the subgroup analysis because of small sample size.

xHousehold poverty status was determined by the respondent’s report

of household income from all sources in the year prior to the interview,

divided by the weighted average threshold income as defined by the

Census Bureau for family size.
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