
woman’s age (14–24, 25–29, or 30orolder) andnumberof

previous live births (none, one, or two or more). Three

other demographic variables were drawn from the second

follow-up survey: education (less than high school, high

school or GED, or vocational or at least some college),

whether the woman had worked for pay between the first

and second follow-up surveys, and whether anyone in her

household had received public assistance (Temporary

Assistance for Needy Families, Aid to Families with Depen-

dent Children or food stamps) in that same period. Self-

reported race (black or white) was collected at baseline.

Partner characteristics (from the respondent’s report)

were assessed at the third follow-up: Age (16–24, 25–29,

or 30 or older) and education (high school or less,

TABLE 2. Percentage distribution of low-income women who were at risk of unintended pregnancy, by selected characteristics,
Atlanta and Charlotte, 2000

Characteristic %
(N=839)

Characteristic %
(N=839)

DEMOGRAPHIC RELATIONSHIP
Age Relationship quality
14–24 50.0 Communication
25–29 27.6 A lot 57.9
‡30 22.4 Some 27.0

A little/not at all 15.0
No. of live births
0 16.1 Satisfaction
1 34.7 Very satisfied 39.7
‡2 49.3 Somewhat satisfied/dissatisfied/very dissatisfied 60.3

Race/ethnicity Sexual exclusivity
Black 87.8 Both partners exclusive 75.3
White 12.2 One or both not exclusive 24.7

Education† Relationship establishment
<high school 33.3 Marital status
High school/GED 37.3 Married 22.9
Vocational/‡some college 29.4 Cohabiting 41.6

Noncohabiting 35.5
Employed†
Yes 84.1 Had a child with partner
No 15.9 Yes 42.2

No 57.8
Household received public assistance†,‡
Yes 57.0 Duration of relationship
No 43.0 <6 mos. 9.0

6–23 mos. 25.3
PARTNER 2–6 yrs. 35.7
Age >6 yrs. 30.0
16–24 30.5
25–29 34.5 Expected duration of relationship
‡30 35.0 Long 74.6

Medium/short 25.4
Education
£high school 62.2 Woman’s expectations
Vocational/‡some college 33.5 Emotional support from partner in event of pregnancy
Don’t know 4.3 A lot 51.9

Some/none/don’t know 48.1
Partner wants a child with respondent
A lot 31.1 Financial support from partner in event of pregnancy
Some/a little/not at all 68.9 A lot 60.3

Some/none/don’t know 39.7
PREGNANCY-RELATED
Desire for a pregnancy Partner as father
Ambivalent/don’t care 25.1 Really good 66.2
Do not want 74.9 OK/not good/don’t know 33.8

Perceived ease of getting pregnant Relationship with partner’s relatives
if couple had a child and broke up

More than most women 24.3 Would continue 65.0
About the same as most 50.9 Would not continue 35.0
Less than most 24.8

Total 100.0
Frequency of intercourse
‡once a week 75.9
£three times a month 24.1

†Assessed at the second follow-up interview. ‡Includes Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, Aid to Families with Dependent Children and food stamps.

Notes:Unless otherwise noted, variables were assessed at the third follow-up interview. The 1993 baseline survey collected data onwomen visiting clinics and

maternity wards in Atlanta and Charlotte, but by the third follow-up survey, in 2000, some of these women were living elsewhere.
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