
vocational or at least some college, or don’t know) re-

ferred to the time of conception or interview; how much

hewanted a childwith her (a lot, some, a little or not at all)

referred to the 30 days prior to conception or interview.

Pregnancy-related variables included the woman’s

desire for a pregnancy in the 30 days before her pregnancy

or the interview (do notwant, don’t care or ambivalent, i.e.,

‘‘partly wanted to and partly did not want to’’) and her

perceived fecundity (whether she thinks she can get

pregnant more easily than most women when not using

any birth control, about as easily or less easily). Finally, we

assessed the frequency of sexual intercourse in the 30 days

before thepregnancyor interview(at least once aweek,2–3

times a month or no more than once a month).

Analysis

Wefirst examined thecontraceptivemethodmixamong the

women, then performed bivariate and multinomial logistic

regression analyses to assess associations between relation-

ship characteristics and method use. In both bivariate and

multivariate analyses, we conducted pairwise significance

tests among categories of independent variables that were

significantly related to the dependent variable. (Results of

bivariate analyses are available upon request.)

In the multivariate analyses, we estimated three regres-

sionmodels. The first compared the likelihood of women’s

using condoms alone, withdrawal, female methods alone

or dual methods with the likelihood of their using no

method. The second model assessed the likelihood of any

condom use (either alone or with a female method), and

the third model examined the likelihood of any female

method use (either alone or with condoms). To facilitate

interpretation of these models, we calculated simulated

probabilities: We changed the value of each category of

agiven independent variableoneat a time first to1and then

to 0, and calculated the probability for the dependent

variable at each value, keeping the value of all other

independent variables at their true value. Because the

outcome categories of withdrawal and no method were

identical in all three models, their predicted probabilities

remained identical. The probability of any condom use in

the second model equaled the sum of the probabilities of

condomuse alone anddual use in the firstmodel (allowing

for rounding errors); likewise, the probability of any female

method use in the third model equaled the sum of the

probabilities of female method use alone and dual use. All

multivariate results arepresentedaspredictedprobabilities.

We conducted all statistical analyses using SUDAAN,

version 8.0.2, to adjust for the complex survey design.17

We used weights to adjust for both sample design and

attrition of eligible women over the survey rounds.

RESULTS

DescriptiveData

Although half of the women were aged 14–24 at the time

of pregnancy or interview (Table 2), fewer than 1% were

younger than 18 (not shown). Most respondents were in

their 20s, and large majorities had children (84%) and

were black (88%). One-third had less than a high school

education at the second follow-up survey, and between

the first and second follow-ups, 84% had worked for pay

outside the home and 57% had lived in a household in

which someone received public assistance.

The age of the women’s partners ranged from 16 to 60

(not shown); most were in their 20s or 30s. Sixty-two

percent of respondents reported that their partner had

a high school education or less, and 34% said he had at

least some vocational or college education. Nearly one-

third said their partner wanted to have a child with them

‘‘a lot,’’ while more than two-thirds answered ‘‘some,’’

‘‘a little’’ or ‘‘not at all.’’

Three-fourths of the women stated that they did not

want toget pregnant,whereasone-fourthwere ambivalent

or did not care. Half believed that theywould get pregnant

about as easily as most women when not using any birth

control, a quarter believed they would get pregnant more

easily than most and a quarter believed they would get

pregnant less easily than most. Three-fourths of the

women had sexual intercourse at least once a week.

Nearly six in 10 respondents talked a lot with their

partners about things that really mattered to them. Four

in 10 were very satisfied with their relationships, and

three-fourths reported that they were in sexually exclu-

sive relationships. During the period of the relationship

when conception or the interview occurred, 23% of

women were married and 42% were cohabiting; 42%

had had a child with their partner. Nine percent of

respondents had been in their relationship for less than

six months, 25% for 6–23months and 66% for two years

or more. Three-quarters expected their relationship to

last a long time.

More than half of women expected that they would

receive a lot of emotional and financial support from their

partner if they got pregnant (52% and 60%, respectively),

and 66%believed that their partner would be a really good

TABLE 3. Percentage distribution of women by contracep-
tive methods used during the month of conception or inter-
view and the previous month

Method %

Female method alone 26.9
Sterilization 3.6
Implant/IUD 2.3
Injectable 7.9
Oral contraceptive 11.6
Barrier 1.5

Condom alone 34.0

Withdrawal 7.6

Dual methods 12.3
Condom and oral contraceptive 5.9
Condom and injectable 5.0
Condom and other female method 1.5

No method 19.2

Total 100.0

Volume 40, Number 3, September 2008 175


