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and “high” values, defi ned roughly as one standard devia-
tion below and above the mean value of the measure.*

RESULTS
Descriptive Statistics
Twenty-two percent of women and 27% of their male 
partners reported that they (the couple) had had anal sex 
in the prior four weeks (Table 1, page 77). Sixty-two per-
cent of women reported that the couple had done noth-
ing in the prior four weeks to protect themselves from 
STDs; 30% had used condoms, and 8% had decided 
to engage in less risky sex practices. The proportions 
 reported by male partners were 61%, 32% and 7%, re-
spectively, indicating, as with anal sex, some discrepancy 
in reporting. As noted above, the outcome measures in 
the multivariate analyses reported here are based on the 
 female partner’s reports. 

The average relationship duration was 34 months as re-
ported by the female partner and 35 months as reported 
by the male partner.† The mean age of females was 27 and 
of males was 29. Nearly half of the couples were black, as 
defi ned by either partner; the rest were mostly nonblack 
and non-Hispanic. On average, both women and men had 
had 13 years of schooling; distributions with respect to 
parental education were similar. Males had a higher mean 
personal income than females, and a greater proportion of 
males than of females reported not being religious (48% 
vs. 32%). 

The mean lifetime number of sexual partners was 14 
for women and 22 for men. Roughly one-fi fth of males 
and females had had a STD; 44% of females and 51% 
of males had known someone with AIDS. On average, 
females perceived that men’s and women’s chances of get-
ting AIDS from an infected partner were 73% and 77%, 
respectively; males perceived men’s and women’s risk 
at 63% and 72%. Females’ perception of AIDS severity 
was only slightly higher than males’. Females and males 
had similar average commitment to making their rela-
tionship last and perception of relationship alternatives. 
Males tended to report having a more traditional gen-
der role ideology than females. On average, females were 
less likely than males to report that their partner uses 
more coercive tactics to get what he wants; they were 
also less likely than males to report that they use those 
tactics themselves. On average, females reported having 
more control over sex and less control over contracep-
tion than males; females were less likely than males to 
say that their partner makes the  decisions about sex and 
contraception.

Anal Sex
The probability that a couple had had anal sex in the prior 
four weeks was not associated with relationship duration, 
the female partner’s age or her race and ethnicity (Table 2). 
The probability of anal sex was signifi cantly lower, how-
ever, if the female partner perceived women’s chance of 
acquiring AIDS from an infected partner to be 75% rather 
than 25% (0.22 vs. 0.29). In addition, a couple’s probabil-
ity of anal sex decreased with increased education of the 
male partner’s father (from 0.37 for men whose fathers had 
not graduated from high school to 0.07 for men whose 
fathers had graduated from college), suggesting that anal 
sex is practiced by couples of lower socioeconomic origin. 
Furthermore, the probability of anal sex was higher if the 

TABLE 2. Predicted probability that dating couples had anal 
sex in the past four weeks, as estimated from logit regres-
sion analyses including sources of relationship power, by 
selected characteristics 

Characteristic Probability

ALL COUPLES 0.219
Relationship duration 
1 month (low) 0.222
48 months (high) 0.218
 
FEMALES
Age 
20 (low) 0.227
35 (high) 0.209
 
Race/ethnicity 
Black 0.192
Hispanic 0.269
Other 0.272
 
Perceived chance a woman will get AIDS from
one encounter with an infected partner* 
25% (low) 0.291
75% (high) 0.219
 
MALES 
Father’s education** 
<high school graduate 0.373
High school graduate 0.214
Some college 0.178
College graduate 0.066
No father  0.218
 
Gender role ideology** 
Less traditional (low) 0.070
More traditional (high) 0.343
 
Education x perceived chance woman will get AIDS** 
12 yrs. x 25% chance 0.247
12 yrs. x 75% chance 0.228
16 yrs. x 25% chance 0.281
16 yrs. x 75% chance 0.140
 
Income x had known someone with AIDS** 
Low x had not known someone  0.230
Low x had known someone 0.197
High x had not known someone 0.255
High x had known someone 0.153

*p≤.05. **p≤.01. Notes: Probabilities are predicted using the estimated logit 
regression model for the specifi c evaluation points shown in the table to 
illustrate the net effects of the variables in the model. Signifi cance indicates 
improvement in overall model fi t when a given characteristic or interac-
tion is included. For continuous measures, low and high values represent 
roughly one standard deviation below and above the mean value of the 
measure.

*For example, we evaluated the effect of relationship duration when the 

couple had been together for one month compared with 48 months.

†In our multivariate models, we used females’ reports to defi ne relation-

ship duration. Despite some discrepancies between males’ and females’ 

reports of relationship duration, using males’ instead of females’ did not 

alter our fi ndings. All other measures are constructed for each partner on 

the basis of self-reports.


