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shifts in marital status composition alone, the proportion 
of births that were nonmarital would have increased by 
four percentage points (4.6 points without rounding). The 
sum of the changes attributed to all of the components is 
equal to the total change in the observed NMFR over the 
study period.

Nearly the entire fi ve-percentage-point rise in the Latina 
NMFR between 1994 and 2005 can be attributed to a de-
cline in the proportion married. That is, the total increase 
in the observed NMFR was roughly the same as the in-
crease due to changes in the married share alone. Each 
of the other components—population aging and shifts in 
fertility rates—contributed less than one percentage point 
to the overall change.

Decompositions for white and black women revealed 
somewhat different pictures. As in the Latina analysis, de-
creases in the proportions married placed upward pressure 
on NMFRs (four and fi ve percentage points for whites and 
blacks, respectively). Shifts in the age structure also in-
creased NMFRs to a small extent (1–2 percentage points). 
However, for white women, an increase in the nonmarital 
fertility rate put upward pressure on the NMFR over the 
1994–2005 period (four percentage points), which was 
somewhat offset by the effect of increasing marital fertility (a 
decline of three percentage points). The net effect for whites 
was an increase in the observed NMFR of seven percentage 
points. Black women’s pattern was exactly opposite that of 
whites: Decreasing marital fertility infl ated the NMFR (four 
percentage points), and a large decline in nonmarital fertil-
ity more than offset the impact of declining marriage and 
marital fertility (11 percentage points). Overall, the NMFR 
for blacks was virtually unchanged over the study period.

Diff erences Between Latina Subgroups
The observed NMFRs were roughly seven percentage 
points higher  among native-born than among foreign-
born Latinas over the  1994    –2005 period (Figure 2). As 

in the analysis for all women, the ratio among native-born 
and foreign-born Latinas changed very little from 1994 to 
2002, before increasing between 2002 and 2005. The ratio 
increased by nearly six percentage points among foreign-
born Latinas and by fi ve points among native-born Latinas 
over the study period.

Despite the similar changes in the two subgroups, the 
demographic components underlying the changes differed 
(Table 2). Decreases in marital fertility over the 1994–2005 
period placed upward pressure on NMFRs among women 
aged 15–44 (six percentage points for foreign-born wom-
en and three points for the native-born). Among foreign-
born Latinas, an increase in nonmarital fertility resulted 
in a three-point increase in the NMFR over this period. 
By contrast, among native-born Latinas, a recent decline 
in nonmarital fertility—largely masked in the results pre-
sented in Table 1—depressed the NMFR by 14 percentage 
points. The benefi t of declining nonmarital fertility among 
native-born Latinas, however, was completely offset by 
the effects of declining marriage rates, which boosted 
the NMFR by 14 points. An unexpected increase in mar-
riage among foreign-born Latinas over 1994–2005 placed 
downward demographic pressure on their NMFR.

We replicated these analyses for 15–19-year-old Latinas. 
Native-born teenage Latinas exhibited higher NMFRs than 
their foreign-born counterparts (78% vs. 66%, on average, 
over the study period; not shown). However, the NMFR 
increased similarly for both groups—by 11–12 percent-
age points. Like the results presented above, the decom-
position results for teenagers differed by nativity status. 
Among foreign-born teenagers, increases in the NMFR 

FIGURE 2. Percentage of births that occurred out of wedlock 
(nonmarital fertility ratio) among Latinas aged 15–44, by 
nativity, 1994–2005
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TABLE 2. Observed nonmarital fertility ratios for Latinas, 1994 and 2005; ratios 
 standardized for selected demographic components; and change in ratios over 
time—all by women’s age and nativity

Subgroup Observed Standardized NMFR

 
NMFR

 Age  Proportion  Nonmarital Marital
  distribution of women fertility rate fertility rate
   married

AGED 15–44    
Foreign-born     
2005 45.8 38.9 39.5 37.3 49.0
1994 40.0 40.9 40.9 34.1 43.1
Change 5.8 –2.0 –1.4 3.2 5.9

Native-born     
2005 52.2 48.7 52.8 37.4 57.1
1994 47.3 46.1 38.8 51.8 54.4
Change 4.9 2.6 14.0 –14.4 2.7

AGED 15–19    
Foreign-born     
2005 74.8 66.7 68.1 64.1 74.3
1994 63.3 66.4 65.5 58.5 71.3
Change 11.5 0.3 2.6 5.6 3.0

Native-born     
2005 85.7 77.5 87.1 68.3 81.6
1994 74.9 77.4 49.6 81.3 95.3
Change 10.8 0.1 37.5 –13.0 –13.7

Notes: The standardized NMFRs for each demographic component depict how the NMFR would have 
changed as a result of shifts in only that component over time. The sum of the changes attributed to the 
four components may not total the overall change in NMFR because of rounding.


