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self-reported identifi cation and was categorized as Cuban, 
Nicaraguan or other Hispanic.* Age was measured in 
years. Socioeconomic status during childhood was assessed 
using a composite score that considered respondents’ 
reports of their parents’ occupation,36 educational attain-
ment and household income; each respondent’s scores on 
these dimensions were standardized, summed and divided 
by the number of dimensions for which the respondent 
provided information.

Analytic Procedures
We conducted chi-square tests and one-way analyses of 
covariance (ANCOVA) to assess mean differences on 
 summary scores of risky sexual behaviors by respondents’ 
nativity and age at immigration. We initially examined dif-
ferences in behavior among our full sample and among a 
subsample of the 597 sexually experienced respondents. 
We then examined whether the observed relationships 
remained constant in the presence of controls for age, 
socioeconomic status and ethnicity. Finally, in separate 
analyses for each gender, we explored how nativity and 
age at immigration are related to risky sexual behaviors. 

RESULTS
Fifty-seven percent of respondents were U.S.-born, 21% 
were foreign-born and had immigrated before age six, and 
23% were foreign-born and had immigrated at age six or 
older. On average, respondents were 19.8 years old.

More than half of the sample was male (55%), and males 
outnumbered females in each nativity group (Table 1). Foreign-
born individuals were signifi cantly older than their 
U.S.-born counterparts, and greater proportions were of 
Nicaraguan heritage and of low socioeconomic status. 
Among foreign-born respondents, greater proportions of 
those who had immigrated at age six or older than of ear-
lier arrivers were aged 21–23 (43% vs. 19%) and of 
Nicaraguan background (49% vs. 26%).

Overall, 84% of respondents reported being sexually 
experienced (Table 2); on average, Hispanic youth had 
had 4.7 lifetime sexual partners. Among those who were 
sexually experienced, the vast majority had engaged in 
vaginal and oral sex in the past year (88% and 81%, 
respectively); 16% had recently had anal sex. Thirty-eight 
percent indicated having had multiple partners within the 
past year, and 15% reported that they or their partner had 
used drugs or alcohol at last sex. Condom use among sex-
ually experienced youth was inconsistent: Only 8% had 
always used condoms during sex in the past year, and 46% 
had used condoms at last sex.

Youth who had immigrated before age six and their  
U.S.-born peers did not differ in their sexual behavior; 

however, some sexual behaviors did differ between the two 
foreign-born groups, and between later arrivers and those 
born in the United States. Seventy-eight percent of foreign-
born youth who had immigrated at age six or older had 
ever had sex, compared with 87% of those who had immi-
grated earlier. Among sexually experienced youth, greater 
proportions of those born in the United States and those 
who had immigrated before age six than of later arrivers 
had had oral sex in the past year (82–85% vs. 70%); a 
greater proportion of youth who had immigrated at age six 
or older than of those born in the United States reported 
consistent condom use in the past year (14% vs. 6%). 
Except for consistent condom use, the behaviors found to 
be signifi cant in chi-square tests remained so in ANCOVA 
testing controlling for ethnicity, socioeconomic status and 
age. Thus, unprotected sex—but not sexual activity in gen-
eral—appears to be explained by group  differences in social 
and demographic background characteristics. 

The interaction between gender and nativity and age at 
immigration was marginally signifi cant in most cases (not 

*Among “other” Hispanics, 11% reported being Puerto Rican, 10% Mexi-
can, 8% Colombian, 6% Dominican and 5% Salvadoran. The remainder 
reported being of an unspecifi ed Central or South American background 
(39%), of a combination of two Hispanic backgrounds (10%) or “from the 
U.S.” (12%).

TABLE 2. Risky sexual behaviors reported by Hispanic young adults aged 18–23, by 
nativity and age at immigration 

Behavior All U.S.-born Foreign-born

 Age <6 Age ≥6

ALL YOUNG ADULTS (N=709) (N=401) (N=148) (N=160)
Any sexual activity  83.7 (0.4) 85.1 (0.4) 87.3 (0.3)*,† 77.8 (0.4)

Mean no. of sex partners 4.7 (7.9) 4.7 (7.0) 5.2 (11.3) 4.2 (6.2)

No. of partners
0  17.7 (0.4) 15.9 (0.4) 16.1 (0.4) 23.9 (0.4)
1  17.1 (0.4) 16.2 (0.4) 17.8 (0.4) 18.7 (0.4)
2  13.0 (0.3) 13.0 (0.3) 14.1 (0.4) 12.0 (0.3)
≥3  52.2 (0.5) 54.9 (0.5) 52.0 (0.5) 45.4 (0.5)

SEXUALLY EXPERIENCED (N=597) (N=343) (N=130) (N=124)
Sex in past year    
Vaginal 88.3 (0.3) 89.4 (0.3) 87.0 (0.3) 86.7 (0.3)
Anal 15.8 (0.4) 14.2 (0.4) 17.8 (0.4) 18.3 (0.4)
Oral 81.3 (0.4) 85.0 (0.4)*,† 82.0 (0.4)*,† 70.0 (0.5)
    
Mean no. of partners in past year 1.9 (2.4) 1.8 (1.6) 2.0 (2.3) 2.3 (3.8)
    
No. of partners in past year    
0  6.6 (0.3) 6.9 (0.3) 4.9 (0.2) 7.2 (0.3)
1  55.4 (0.5) 53.5 (0.5) 60.3 (0.5) 55.7 (0.5)
2  18.4 (0.4) 21.5 (0.4) 14.5 (0.4) 13.8 (0.4)
≥3  19.6 (0.4) 18.1 (0.4) 20.4 (0.4) 23.3 (0.4)
    
Mean score of substance use with sex 
in past year (range, 1–5)    
Alcohol 1.9 (0.9) 1.9 (0.9) 1.8 (0.8) 1.9 (1.0)
Drugs 1.4 (0.9) 1.5 (0.9) 1.4 (0.8) 1.3 (0.8)
    
Substance use at last sex    
Alcohol 11.1 (0.3) 10.8 (0.3) 11.4 (0.3) 11.8 (0.3)
Drugs 6.7 (0.3) 7.6 (0.3) 5.1 (0.2) 6.1 (0.2)
Alcohol or drugs 15.3 (0.4) 15.8 (0.4) 15.1 (0.4) 14.2 (0.4)
    
Always use condoms 8.3 (0.3) 6.1 (0.2)* 9.2 (0.3) 13.7 (0.4)
    
Used condoms at last sex 46.1 (0.5) 47.4 (0.5) 43.8 (0.5) 44.9 (0.5)

*In chi-square test, signifi cantly diff erent from those who immigrated at age ≥6 at p<.05. †In analysis of 
 covariance, signifi cantly diff erent from those who immigrated at age ≥ 6 at p<.05. Notes: All data are weighted 
percentages unless otherwise noted. Analyses of covariance controlled for ethnicity, socioeconomic status 
and age. Index of substance use with sex in past year was scored so that higher number indicates more 
frequent substance use. 


