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demographic characteristics; signifi cance for all analyses 
was set at p<.05. Logistic regression models were con-
structed to assess the associations of intimate partner 
violence exposure with standard sexual risk behaviors 
and coercive or deceptive sexual risk factors. All logistic 
regression models were adjusted for age, race and ethnic-
ity, and recruitment site. Fisher’s exact test was conducted 
to evaluate associations between intimate partner violence 
and forms of sexual risk with low prevalence (i.e., less 
than 2%). Statistical analyses were conducted using SAS, 
version 9.

RESULTS
The mean age of women in the sample was 17.2 years 
(standard deviation, 1.6); 47% were age 16–17 (Table 
1). Forty percent of participants were white, 20% were 
black, 34% were Hispanic and 6% were of another race or 
ethnicity. The majority of participants (62%) were attend-
ing high school at the time of the survey, and most (83%) 
were living with parents or family; 7% reported living with 
their partner, and 10% reported another living situation 
(living with friends or being “between homes,” with child 
protection services or in foster care). More than two-fi fths 
of the sample (45%) had ever been physically or sexually 
abused by a dating partner; prevalence of intimate part-
ner violence did not vary signifi cantly across demographic 
characteristics assessed (not shown).

One in fi ve young women reported having had more 
than one vaginal sex partner in the three months prior 
to the survey, and a majority (64%) had had unprotected 
vaginal sex in that same period (Table 2). Twenty-seven 
percent of respondents reported having had anal sex at 
some point during their lifetime, and 11% had experi-
enced unprotected anal sex in the past three months. Male 
partner sexual infi delity was reported by 42% of young 
women. Twelve percent of participants reported that they 
had feared requesting condom use; the most common 
reasons for this fear were being afraid that their partner 
would have sex with someone else in response and fearing 
that their partner would accuse them of cheating (41% for 
each; not shown). Twelve percent of participants reported 
negative consequences of condom request; among these 
young women, 53% had experienced a cheating accusa-
tion, and 25% reported that their partner had had sex with 
other people following a  condom request (not shown). 
One in fi ve women said that they had been coerced into 
having sex  without a condom, and 1% had  experienced 
forced anal sex.

In adjusted logistic regression models regarding stan-
dard sexual risk behaviors, young women who reported 
a history of intimate partner violence were more likely 
to have had multiple vaginal sex partners in the past 
three months than were those not reporting such abuse 
(odds ratio, 2.2). Intimate partner violence was also 
 positively associated with a history of anal sex and 
recent  unprotected anal sex (1.7 and 2.2, respectively), 
but not with recent unprotected vaginal sex. Adolescent 

request; possible responses were the same as those for 
fear of requesting condom use. Participants who indicated 
that they had experienced one or more consequence of 
condom request were classifi ed as having experienced a 
negative consequence of condom request. All measures 
were pilot-tested among female adolescent clinic attendees 
prior to implementation of the survey.

Analyses
We calculated lifetime prevalence of intimate partner 
 violence victimization and used chi-square analyses to 
assess differences in experiences of violence based on 

TABLE 1. Percentage distribution of sexually  experienced 
female adolescent clinic attendees, by selected 
 characteristics, Greater Boston, 2006

Characteristic %
 (N=356)

Age 
14–15 14
16–17 47
18–20 39

Race or ethnicity 
White 40
Black 20
Hispanic 34
Other 6

Education 
Enrolled in high school 62
GED program/high school dropout 7
≥high school 32

Living situation 
With parents or family 83
With partner  7
Other* 10

Experienced partner abuse 
Yes   45
No   55
 
Total 100

*With friends, between homes, with child protection services or in foster care. 
Note: Percentages may not total 100 because of rounding.

TABLE 2. Percentage of women reporting standard sexual risk behaviors and coer-
cive or deceptive sexual risk factors, by lifetime history of intimate partner violence, 
and odds ratios (and 95% confi dence intervals) from logistic regression analyses 
examining associations between sexual risk behaviors and history of violence

Sexual risk behavior or factor All Those  Those  Odds ratio*
  reporting reporting
  violence no violence

Standard     
>1 vaginal sex partner† 21 27 15 2.2 (1.3–3.7)
Unprotected vaginal sex† 64 62 65 1.0 (0.6–1.5)
Anal sex 27 33 23 1.7 (1.1–2.7)
Unprotected anal sex† 11 15 8 2.2 (1.1–4.3)

Coercive/deceptive     
Male partner infi delity 42 58 29 3.4 (2.2–5.4)
Fear of requesting condom use 12 18 7 2.9 (1.4–6.0)
Experienced negative consequence of

condom request 12 21 5 5.3 (2.4–11.6)
Coerced into not using a condom 19 31 9 4.9 (2.6–8.9)
Forced anal sex 1 3 <1 ‡

*Adjusted for age, race or ethnicity, and recruitment site. †In the past three months. ‡Because of small cell size, 
logistic regression was not performed; however, Fisher’s exact test showed signifi cant difference between 
those  reporting violence and those reporting no violence (p<.05).
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