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Model-based estimates offer an 
opportunity to observe and assess 
unintended pregnancy and abor-
tion over time and, because they 
enable comparability across borders 
and groups, to do so for individual 
countries, for regions and globally. 
Estimates for regions and subregions, 
as defined by the United Nations 
Statistics Division groupings,* can 
offer advocates, policymakers, 
researchers and others valuable 
insight into sexual and reproductive 
health and autonomy. Regional esti-
mates can help reveal disparities and 
areas where continued investment is 
needed to ensure that individuals can 
access the full spectrum of quality 
sexual and reproductive health care. 

The estimates below provide an over-
view of the incidence of unintended 
pregnancy and abortion in Latin 
America and the Caribbean from 
1990 through 2019; the values are 
based on average annual estimates 
for five-year time periods. To view 
these estimates for countries within 
this region, find specific country pro-
files on guttmacher.org.

Unintended pregnancy and 
abortion in the Caribbean

• In the Caribbean, the unintended 
pregnancy rate declined by 22% 
between 1990–1994 and 2015–2019.

• During the same period, the abor-
tion rate declined by 20%.

• The share of unintended pregnan-
cies ending in abortion remained at 
around 50%.

• In 2015–2019, there were a total of 
1,370,000 pregnancies annually. 

• Of these, 918,000 pregnancies 
were unintended and 457,000 
ended in abortion. 

Unintended pregnancy and 
abortion in South America 

• In South America, the unintend-
ed pregnancy rate declined by 
26% between 1990–1994 and 
2015–2019.

• During the same period, the abor-
tion rate declined by 9%.

• The share of unintended pregnan-
cies ending in abortion rose from 
38% to 46%.

• In 2015–2019, there were a total of 
11,900,000 pregnancies annually. 

• Of these, 7,920,000 pregnancies 
were unintended and 3,680,000 
ended in abortion. 

Unintended Pregnancy and Abortion 
In Latin America and the Caribbean

*Caribbean: Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, 
Bahamas, Barbados, Cuba, Curaçao, Dominican 
Republic, Grenada, Guadeloupe, Haiti, Jamaica, 
Martinique, Puerto Rico, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, United 
States Virgin Islands

Central America: Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama

South America: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Ecuador, French Guiana, Guyana, 
Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, Venezuela

In Latin America and the Caribbean, the unintended pregnancy 
rate declined by 27% over the past 30 years, while that of abortion 
declined by 8%
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Find this and related fact sheets in the series, Regional Estimates of Unintended Pregnancy and Abortion, 
at https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/unintended-pregnancy-and-abortion-latin-america-and-
caribbean.
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Unintended pregnancy and 
abortion in Central America

• In Central America, the unintended 
pregnancy rate declined by 30% 
between 1990–1994 and 2015–2019.

• During the same period, the abor-
tion rate increased by 10%.

• The share of unintended pregnan-
cies ending in abortion rose from 
29% to 46%.

• In 2015–2019, there were a total of 
5,390,000 pregnancies annually.

• Of these, 2,880,000 pregnancies 
were unintended and 1,320,000 
ended in abortion. 
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