
premarital sex differed considerably by
gender. Some 66% of female students held
traditional views about premarital sex,
compared with only 38% of young men.
A smaller proportion of female than of

The majority of males (70%) and fe-
males (66%) held moderate views toward
sex in general; young women were more
likely than young men to hold tradition-
al views (28% vs. 18%). Attitudes toward

male students had liberal views toward
premarital sex (5% vs. 16%).

Only 11% of males and 14% of females
had a low level of social interaction. Young
women were more likely than young men
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Table 2. Percentage distribution of college students, by selected family characteristics; and percentage distribution, by each characteristic,
according to sexual behavior

Characteristic % dist. of students Any sexual experience Sexual intercourse (males) Total

Males Females Males Females Yes No No response

(N=613) (N=335) Yes No No response Yes No No response

Father’s education
Illiterate 7.0 1.5 51.2 44.1 4.7 † 100.0 0.0 30.2 65.1 4.7 100.0
Primary 13.1 7.2 47.5 51.3 1.2 20.8 79.2 0.0 27.5 72.5 0.0 100.0
Middle school 15.0 14.6 38.0 55.4 6.6 10.2 87.8 2.0 27.2 71.7 1.1 100.0
Higher secondary 44.0 54.9 49.6 45.6 4.8 11.9 85.9 2.2 25.6 73.7 0.7 100.0
College/technical 19.7 21.5 43.8 49.6 6.6 13.9 81.9 4.2 24.0 74.4 1.6 100.0
No response 1.1 0.3 † † † † † † † † † na

Father’s occupation
Managerial/

professional 23.0 25.1 46.8 48.2 5.0 12.3 86.4 1.3 29.8 70.2 0.0 100.0
Business 17.1 17.6 44.8 51.4 3.8 16.9 83.1 0.0 23.8 76.2 0.0 100.0
Clerical 26.1 27.2 46.9 46.9 6.2 13.2 82.4 4.4 20.0 78.1 1.9 100.0
Semiskilled 20.6 19.1 48.4 46.8 4.8 9.3 90.6 0.1 30.9 67.5 1.6 100.0
Daily wage/

unemployed 5.9 3.3 52.8 47.2 0.0 18.2 81.8 0.0 30.6 69.4 0.0 100.0
Others 3.9 6.6 45.8 45.8 8.4 9.1 86.4 4.5 29.2 62.5 8.3 100.0
No response 3.4 1.2 † † † † † † † † † na

Mother’s education
Illiterate 20.6 10.1 47.6 47.6 4.8 17.6 79.4 3.0 31.7 65.9 2.4 100.0
Primary 23.2 15.5 47.2 47.9 4.9 15.4 82.7 1.9 21.8 77.5 0.7 100.0
Middle school 21.5 24.2 50.0 46.2 3.8 3.7 95.1 1.2 25.6 74.2 0.2 100.0
Higher secondary 23.8 42.7 46.6 47.9 5.5 14.0 83.2 2.8 29.4 69.2 1.4 100.0
College/technical 10.1 7.5 35.5 58.1 6.4 20.0 76.0 4.0 14.5 83.9 1.6 100.0
No response 0.8 † † † † † † † † † † na

Mother’s occupation
Managerial/

professional 5.2 6.3 46.9 46.9 6.2 14.3 85.7 0.0 37.5 62.5 0.0 100.0
Business 12.7 11.0 51.3 39.7 9.0 5.4 94.6 0.0 32.1 64.1 3.8 100.0
Clerical 4.6 4.5 50.0 42.9 7.1 20.0 60.0 20.0 25.0 75.0 0.0 100.0
Daily wage 4.1 1.8 60.0 36.0 4.0 16.7 83.3 0.0 28.0 72.0 0.0 100.0
Housewife 68.5 73.4 46.2 49.8 4.0 13.0 85.1 1.9 25.2 73.8 1.0 100.0
Other 1.5 2.1 44.4 55.5 0.1 14.3 57.1 28.6 † 100.0 0.0 100.0
No response 3.4 0.9 † † † † † † † † † na

Family income (rupees)
≤2,000 25.8 20.9 41.7 53.2** 5.1 7.1 90.0 2.9 24.7 74.7 0.6 100.0
2,001–5,000 41.8 48.7 44.9 50.8 4.3 12.3 85.3 2.4 23.8 74.2 2.0 100.0
>5,000 30.3 29.0 54.8 40.9 4.3 16.5 82.5 1.0 30.1 69.9 0.0 100.0
No response 1.8 1.5 † † † † † † † † † na

Type of residence
Flat/quarters 36.2 37.6 47.7 46.8 5.5 15.9 81.0 3.1 26.6 72.1 1.3 100.0
Slum/chawl 62.2 58.5 45.9 49.3 4.8 10.2 87.8 2.0 25.7 73.2 1.1 100.0
Other 1.3 2.7 62.5 37.5 0.0 † 100.0 0.0 25.0 75.0 0.0 100.0
No response 0.3 1.2 † † † † † † † † † na

Family religiosity
Not religious 4.7 4.2 55.2 34.5 10.3 7.1 85.7** 7.2 41.3 55.2 3.5 100.0
Religious 80.8 87.8 46.5 48.9 4.6 10.9 87.1 2.0 25.0 73.9 1.1 100.0
Very religious 14.2 7.2 47.1 47.1 5.8 33.3 62.5 4.2 27.6 71.3 1.1 100.0
No response 0.3 0.9 † † † † † † † † † na

Family environment
Uncomfortable 4.7 5.7 55.2 31.0** 13.8 22.2 72.2 5.6 31.0 65.5*** 3.5 100.0
Comfortable 59.1 71.0 42.3 52.5 5.2 13.0 84.4 2.6 22.4 76.2 1.4 100.0
Neither 35.9 23.0 53.2 43.2 3.6 9.1 89.6 1.3 31.4 68.2 0.4 100.0
No response 0.3 0.6 † † † † † † † † † na

Family restrictiveness
Strict 60.4 52.5 43.8 50.8 5.4 9.7 88.6 1.7 25.9 72.4 1.7 100.0
Not strict 39.6 46.3 51.4 44.0 4.6 15.5 81.3 3.2 26.3 73.2 0.5 100.0
No response 0.0 1.2 † † † † † † † † † na

Total 100.0 100.0 na na na na na na na na na na

**p≤.05. ***p≤.01. †Excluded from the analysis. Note: na=not applicable.


