Table 1. Characteristics of children younger
than two in 1986, National Longitudinal Sur-
vey of Youth cohort (N=1,327)

Characteristic % or
mean*

Sex

% male 50.7

% female 49.3
Race/ethnicity

% Hispanic 6.9

% black 15.2

% white 77.8
Birth order

% firstborn 50.0

% higher order 50.0
% weighing <5.5 Ibs. at birth 6.0
% with indication of or having

severe birth defects 3.2
Mother’s age at the time of birth (in yrs.) 24.2
Mother’s education (in yrs.)t 12.2
Mother's AFQT score 68.2
Mother’s self-esteem score 78.4
Family incomet $22,367
Per capita family incomet $6,230
% with biological father

present at the time of birth 84.1
% of mothers marriedt 72.5
% of mothers employed before the birtht 60.8

*In this and subsequent tables, weighted data are shown.tIn this
and subsequent tables, characteristics are as measured at the
time of the first interview during the child’s first 12 months of life.
FIn this and subsequent tables, variable measures percentage em-
ployed at least 10 hours per week during the period approximately
9-12 months preceding the birth.




