Table 3. Characteristics of children younger than two in 1986, by
planning status

Characteristic Planning status

Wanted Mistimed Unwanted

% male 52.4 48.4 46.2
% firstborn*tt 54.0 46.2 28.3
% weighing <5.5 Ibs. at birth 6.3 5.1 8.3
% with indication of or having

severe birth defects 2.6 4.3 3.3
Mother’s age at the time of birth* 24.4 23.9 23.7
Mother’s education (in yrs.)t£ 12.3 123 114
Mother's AFQT scorett 69.3 67.9 57.6
Mother’s self-esteem score* 791 77.3 771
Family income*t% $23,582  $21,555 $13,838
Per capita family income*tt $6,732 $5,832 $3,108
% with biological father present

at the time of birth*t 90.8 771 52.4
% of mothers married*tt 83.8 58.3 34.0
% of mothers employed before the birthtf 62.1 61.4 40.2

*Multiple range test of difference between wanted and mistimed children is significant at p<.05.
(In this and subsequent tables, the Student-Newman-Keuls test of significance was used.) tMul-
tiple range test of difference between mistimed and unwanted children is significant at p<.05.
FMultiple range test of difference between wanted and unwanted children is significant at p<.05.






