
creased from 42% to 52%, while in the north
it rose only slightly, from 37% to 40%. 

Judicial intervention may be more com-
mon in the southern regions because of
more traditional values and a tendency to
fear informing family members. On the is-
lands of Sicily and Sardinia, where tradi-
tional attitudes toward adolescent sexu-
ality and premarital pregnancy prevail,

for the procedure, although young women
who will not (or cannot) inform their par-
ents can seek the authorization of a judge.
The proportion of abortions among teen-
agers that were authorized by young
women’s parents increased from 44% in
1981 to 47% in 1991. However, regional dif-
ferences are again apparent. In the central
and northern areas, this percentage in-

there was little change in the percentage
of abortions authorized by parents.

Differences in age-specific abortion rates
between the two years may be attributable
to an increasing tendency by women to
delay childbirth, or to changes in the pat-
tern of contraceptive method use among
younger women, particularly in the
north.13 The high levels of abortion among
older women (those aged 35–39) in the
central and northern areas may be a con-
sequence of continued use of traditional
methods of contraception.

Social and Demographic Characteristics
Census data allow us to examine the re-
lationship of marital status, parity and ed-
ucation to abortion. In Italy, abortion is
more common among married than un-
married women. In 1981, single women
accounted for 27% of induced abortions;
this figure rose to 38% by 1991. However,
unmarried women terminate their preg-
nancies more frequently than married
women: It has been estimated that 61% of
conceptions among single women are ter-
minated, compared with only 15% of preg-
nancies among married women.14

Differences in abortion rates by marital
status diminished considerably between
1981 and 1991, especially among women
aged 25–29 (Figure 1, page 269). Declines
in abortion rates over time were greatest
among the youngest married women.
While the abortion rate among married
women aged 15–19 was 21 abortions per
1,000 women of reproductive age in 1981,
the rate was 14 per 1,000 by 1991. Declines
of a similar magnitude were noted among
married women aged 20–24 (from 26 per
1,000 in 1981 to 17 per 1,000 in 1991) and
among single women aged 25–29, whose
abortion rates declined from 25 per 1,000
in 1981 to approximately 16 per 1,000 in
1991. We attribute these changes to in-
creases in the use of modern contracep-
tives among these women.

A woman's socioeconomic status is in-
fluenced by a multitude of factors.15 Edu-
cation often functions as a proxy for sev-
eral of these variables, and appears to play
a particularly strong role in determining
abortion behavior. Level of education has
a different impact according to age.
Among adolescent women, abortion rates
are highest for those with the most edu-
cation. This is especially so for married
women aged 15–19; the abortion rate
among those with at most a primary edu-
cation was 9 per 1,000, compared with a
rate of approximately 16 per 1,000 among
those with higher educational attainment.
Among married women aged 20–39, abor-
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Table 3. Total abortion rate and age-specific abortion rates, by regions, 1981 and 1991

Region Total 15–19 20–24 25–29 30–34 35–39 40–44 45–49
abortion 
rate

Italy, 1981 545.0 7.6 22.4 25.3 24.4 19.5 8.9 0.9

Northwest
Piedmont 722.0 12.6 34.6 34.5 29.3 22.9 9.6 0.9
Val D’Aosta 843.0 18.6 37.5 38.1 38.1 26.4 9.1 0.8
Lombardy 569.5 10.3 25.4 26.4 24.4 18.3 8.3 0.8
Liguria 716.0 13.4 30.8 32.4 30.7 23.9 10.8 1.2

Northeast
Trentino 347.5 6.6 17.4 15.3 12.4 10.7 6.2 0.9
Veneto 375.0 5.4 16.5 17.1 16.2 12.7 6.4 0.7
Friuli V.G. 560.0 9.9 26.9 27.3 23.3 16.2 7.4 1.0
Emilia-Romagna 777.5 15.5 35.6 34.8 31.8 25.4 11.1 1.3

Central
Tuscany 667.5 11.5 29.4 31.5 28.0 22.4 9.8 0.9
Umbria 686.5 5.0 26.3 32.0 31.9 25.8 14.3 2.0
Marches 567.0 8.2 24.3 25.3 25.5 20.0 9.4 0.7
Lazio 551.0 8.5 24.5 26.4 23.7 18.2 8.1 0.8

South
Abruzzo 571.0 6.1 22.3 26.6 27.7 21.8 8.9 0.8
Molise 498.0 3.7 17.9 22.9 24.4 22.2 8.2 0.3
Campania 336.0 2.1 9.6 14.9 17.7 14.8 7.4 0.7
Puglia 877.5 7.6 30.2 40.7 42.7 35.6 16.8 1.9
Basilicata 476.0 3.7 16.6 20.4 23.2 20.7 9.6 1.0
Calabria* 185.0 1.3 6.4 8.9 8.7 7.1 4.2 0.4

Islands
Sicily 359.5 2.7 12.0 16.8 17.9 15.2 6.6 0.7
Sardinia 431.5 5.8 16.8 18.9 19.1 16.2 8.5 1.0

Italy, 1991 365.5 4.6 13.6 15.7 16.9 14.6 7.0 0.8

Northwest
Piedmont* 348.3 5.8 15.2 15.3 14.7 12.3 5.7 0.6
Val D’Aosta 427.2 6.9 15.4 19.0 18.6 17.4 6.8 1.4
Lombardy 349.2 5.4 14.5 14.3 15.5 13.2 6.2 0.7
Liguria 416.3 7.1 16.7 17.8 18.7 15.4 7.0 0.7

Northeast
Trentino 243.8 3.8 10.7 9.8 9.9 9.0 4.7 0.9
Veneto 218.0 2.8 8.0 8.9 9.5 8.9 4.8 0.6
Friuli V.G. 325.4 4.9 12.1 13.8 15.3 12.0 6.5 0.5
Emilia-Romagna 423.6 6.4 15.6 18.0 19.0 17.1 7.8 0.9

Central
Tuscany 416.0 6.3 16.1 17.7 18.9 15.9 7.5 0.9
Umbria 476.9 5.3 16.6 19.5 22.7 21.1 9.1 1.0
Marches 290.7 4.1 10.1 12.2 13.7 11.2 6.0 0.7
Lazio 433.7 5.8 17.9 19.8 19.6 15.8 7.1 0.7

South
Abruzzo 397.2 4.2 14.4 17.0 19.5 16.4 7.1 0.8
Molise 493.7 5.2 17.5 21.6 22.6 21.2 10.1 0.6
Campania 318.0 2.6 9.8 14.0 15.5 13.8 7.1 0.9
Puglia 648.9 6.3 21.2 27.7 31.0 28.2 14.0 1.4
Basilacata 453.3 3.9 14.9 18.4 22.7 20.9 9.2 0.6
Calabria 283.9 2.1 8.9 12.5 13.7 12.9 6.1 0.6

Islands
Sicily 283.7 2.6 9.6 12.4 14.0 11.8 5.7 0.7
Sardinia 275.8 3.4 10.2 10.7 12.2 11.5 6.7 0.5

*Incomplete data


