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Other Characteristics
Patterns of method choice also varied
markedly by socioeconomic and demo-
graphic characteristics other than age, race
and ethnicity—marital status, education,
income and fertility intentions (Table 5).
Marital status is related to age and life-cycle
stage: Never-married women tend to be the
youngest and thus may be delaying child-
bearing. Married and formerly married
women are older and are more likely to
have finished childbearing. In addition, un-
married women are more likely than mar-
ried women to have more than one sexual
partner, and may therefore be more con-
cerned about HIV and other STDs.

Education and family income may be
viewed as indicators of socioeconomic sta-
tus, which may affect the opportunity cost
of children and preferences for children
compared with other goals, the status of
the woman in relation to her husband or
partner, her ability to afford health care
and obtain health insurance, and her ac-
cess to and understanding of health-re-
lated information.

A woman’s intention to have more (or
any) children indicates whether steriliza-
tion is an option for her or her partner.
Childbearing intentions may be affected
by such factors as age, marital status, par-
ity and socioeconomic status.

In 1995, the pill was used primarily by
women younger than 30, never-married

for white and black women in five-year
age-groups. The proportion of white con-
traceptive users relying on female steril-
ization in 1995 was 3% at ages 20–24 and
45% at ages 40–44. In contrast, the pro-
portion using the pill dropped from 57%
at ages 20–24 to 6% at ages 40–44. 

More interesting, however, are the
trends that occurred in the period between
1988 and 1995. Among white contracep-
tive users, the proportion using the pill de-
creased among women younger than 25
and rose among those aged 30–44. In-
creases in condom use occurred among
white contraceptive users in all age-
groups, but generally were not dramatic. 

Among black contraceptive users, how-
ever, some striking changes occurred.
Among black teenagers, for example, the
proportion using the pill dropped from
75% to 32% between 1988 and 1995. By
1995, 19% of black teenage method users
were using the injectable. 

Large drops in pill use also occurred
among black women aged 20–24 and
25–29, but these declines were partially
offset by the adoption of the injectable and
the implant. The increase in condom use
among blacks from 1988 to 1995 was most
pronounced among teenagers (from 21%
to 38%) and among women aged 20–24
(from 10% to 33%). Changes at other ages
were comparable to the changes among
white women.

women, women with one or more years
of college education and those who in-
tended to have more children. In contrast,
female sterilization was most commonly
used by women in their 30s and 40s, for-
merly married women, those with the
least education and income, and Hispan-
ic and black women. 

Trends in method use also differed by
these socioeconomic and demographic
characteristics. 
•Age. The decline in use of the pill from
1988 to 1995 was greatest among teenagers
(from 59% to 44%) and women aged 20–24
(from 68% to 52%). Condom use rose in
every age-group, but increased most
among women in their 20s.
•Marital status. The decline in pill use be-
tween 1988 and 1995 was greatest among
never-married women (from 59% to 44%).
Condom use increased sharply among
both never-married (from 20% to 30%)
and formerly married women (from 6%
to 15%). Changes among currently mar-
ried women were small. 
•Education. Data are shown by education
only for women aged 20–44 years because
most teenagers (15–19-year-olds) have not
finished their education. Between 1988
and 1995, pill use declined among women
with a high school education or less; there
was no decrease among those with a col-
lege education. Condom use rose in all
three educational groups. In 1988, the pro-

Table 5.  Percentage of contraceptive users aged 15–44, by selected characteristics, according to method, 1982–1995

Characteristic Female Male Pill Condom Diaphragm IUD
sterilization sterilization

1982 1988 1995 1982 1988 1995 1982 1988 1995 1982 1988 1995 1982 1988 1995 1982 1988 1995

Total 23 28 28 11 12 11 28 31 27 12 15 20 8 6 2 7 2 1

Age
15–19 0 2 0 0 0 0 64 59 44 21 33 37 6 1 0 1 0 0
20–24 5 5 4 4 2 1 55 68 52 11 15 26 10 4 1 4 0 0
25–29 14 17 17 6 6 5 35 45 39 11 16 24 12 6 1 10 1 1
30–34 31 33 29 15 14 10 16 22 28 12 12 18 8 9 2 9 3 1
35–39 42 45 41 18 20 19 6 5 11 12 12 17 4 8 3 8 3 1
40–44 45 51 50 23 22 20 1 3 6 11 11 12 4 4 3 6 4 1

Marital status
Never-married 4 6 9 2 2 1 53 59 44 12 20 30 13 5 1 5 1 1
Currently married 27 31 31 16 17 17 19 21 20 14 14 17 7 6 2 7 2 1
Formerly married 39 51 49 3 4 4 28 25 21 2 6 15 7 5 1 12 4 1

Education†
≤11 yrs. 40 52 54 8 7 6 22 23 14 9 6 14 2 1 0 12 4 1
12 yrs. 27 34 38 14 15 13 28 29 22 9 11 15 4 3 1 6 2 1
≥13 yrs. 19 21 18 11 13 12 24 29 31 14 16 24 14 10 3 8 2 1

Income†, ‡
≤149% 26 37 41 6 4 3 36 36 24 9 13 18 6 2 1 8 3 1
150–299% 25 32 30 10 12 11 26 29 27 12 14 19 7 5 1 7 2 1
≥300% 21 22 20 14 14 15 26 30 28 14 16 23 10 8 3 7 2 1

Intends to have more children
Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0 51 59 51 15 22 32 15 8 2 6 1 1
No 40 46 46 19 19 18 13 13 13 10 10 13 4 4 2 7 3 1

†Women aged 20–44 only. ‡% of federal poverty level.


