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Partner and Relationship Characteristics and Condom Use in Zambia

Characteristic Male Female

RESPONDENT
Mos. since first sex with partner
<3 42.1 46.1
3–10 35.2 39.0
11–24 33.1 34.0
≥25 36.0 24.0

Had other partners in last year
No 42.9* 36.5
Yes 33.1 22.0

Thinks partner has other partners
No 36.9 35.7
Yes 36.0 29.9

Knows condoms protect against AIDS
No 21.3** 25.0
Yes 39.8 35.8

Knows of AIDS media programs
No 29.4** 28.7**
Yes 61.2 49.0

Thinks unmarried women should always
be able to buy condoms
No 30.2 23.0*
Yes 39.2 37.1

Urban residence
No 33.1** 29.0
Yes 50.6 39.3

Age
<19 28.0 43.3**
19–22 38.3 38.0
23–28 42.5 37.0
≥29 35.1 10.2

Education
<secondary 24.7** 26.9**
≥secondary 49.1 43.0

Characteristic Male Female

Yrs. of continuous time in community
<3 43.4 50.0*
3–8 31.3 29.0
9–18 33.3 27.1
≥19 34.4 24.0

Age at first sex
<14 32.8 22.4
14–15 40.0 31.1
16–17 46.6 32.7
≥18 37.9 46.2

PARTNER
Urban residence
No 30.3** 27.0*
Yes 52.0 40.8

Age unknown
No 38.1 33.1
Yes 33.3 33.3

Age
<median 36.1 37.4
≥median 39.7 27.0

RELATIONSHIP
Casual sexual relationship
No 36.7 33.0
Yes 35.7 37.5

Partners live in same household/village/neighborhood
No 46.6** 36.0
Yes 30.7 30.3

Man ≥5 yrs. older than woman
No 31.7** 29.5
Yes 44.2 40.8

Onetime sexual contact
No 35.1 26.9**
Yes 42.5 57.8

TABLE 3. Percentage of nonmarital, noncohabiting relationships (N=657) in which a condom was used at last sex, by selected
characteristics, according to respondent’s gender

*p<.05. **p<.01.


