Pregnancy Intentions Among Salvadoran Fathers

TABLE 1. Percentage distribution of men’s responses to questions about their part-
ner’s most recent pregnancy ending in a live birth, according to intendedness of the

pregnancy, El Salvador, 2003

Question All Intended Unintended
(N=425) (N=311)* (N=107)*

When your partner became pregnant with [child’s name], did you

want the pregnancy then, want to wait or not want it at all?

Wanted then (intended) 748 100.0 0.0

Wanted to wait (mistimed) 133 0.0 579

Did not want at all (unwanted) 10.5 0.0 42.1

Don't know/no response 15 na na

When your partner became pregnant with [child’s name], were you

doing something to avoid pregnancy?

Yes 159 6.7 45.5

No 84.1 93.3 54.5

When your partner became pregnant with [child’s name], were you

trying to get her pregnant?

Yes 718 929 7.2

No 28.2 7.1 92.8

When you found out about that pregnancy, how did you feel?+

Happy 79.8 944 359

Surprised 5.5 1.6 184

Worried 11.5 26 387

Mad 0.5 0.2 1.6

Other# 25 13 47

When your partner became pregnant with [child’s name], did she

want the pregnancy then, want to wait or not want it at all?

Wanted then 70.8 88.8 16.5

Wanted to wait 15.1 58 445

Did not want atall 1.7 4.1 364

Don't know/no response 24 13 2.7

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

*The seven men who reported they did not know their pregnancy intention or did not respond to that question
were dropped from these tabulations. tOnly one response was permitted. fIncluded frustrated, resigned, nervous,

calm and indifferent. Note: na=not applicable.
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