
Sexually experienced
adolescent men and
those in their early 20s
were much less likely
than comparable young
women to be involved
in a pregnancy (Table 1).
Among sexually ex-
perienced teenagers
younger than 18, the
pregnancy rate associat-
ed with men (66 preg-
nancies per 1,000) was
only 29% the rate among
women (228 pregnan-
cies per 1,000). Among
those aged 18–19, men’s
pregnancy involvement
was just 55% the rate
among women (114 vs.
207 per 1,000), while
among 20–24-year-olds,
the male rate was 78%
the female rate (145 vs.
186 per 1,000). At ages
25–29, the rates for men
and women were almost
equal, while at older
ages, men’s rates in-
creasingly exceeded
those for women.

Pregnancy Outcome 
Three out of every four
pregnancies in 1994 re-
sulted in a birth (Table 3,
page 126). Among men,
the proportion of preg-
nancies ending in a birth
was lowest (53%)
among those younger
than 18 and highest
(82%) among those aged
30–34. Among women,
the highest proportion
of pregnancies resulting
in a birth (81%) was also
among those aged
30–34, while the lowest
proportion (61%) was
among those aged 40
and older.

Pregnancies in which the man involved
was younger than 20 were much more
likely to end in abortion than were those
in which the woman was younger than 20,
and the difference was greatest when
those involved were not yet 18. Some 47%
of pregnancies in which the man involved
was younger than 18 ended in abortion,
compared with 31% of those among
women of similar age. Conversely, preg-
nancies in which the man involved was 35

age of women who ever had intercourse
after menarche, by age at interview, from
the 1995 NSFG (for women aged 15–44):

Age-group Men Women
15–17 44% 39%
18–19 77% 71%
20–24 90% 89%
25–29 95% 96%
30–34 98% 97%
35–39 98% 99%
≥40 98% 99%

(For men aged 40 and older, since there
were no data available, we assumed that
the percentage who had ever had inter-
course equaled that for those aged 35–39.)

We then applied these percentages to
Census Bureau estimates of these popu-
lations, by age and sex, in 1994. We as-
sumed that all married persons are sexu-
ally experienced, and we subtracted their
numbers from the total number of sexu-
ally active women or men in each age-
and-sex–specific subgroup to derive the
number of unmarried women and men
who are sexually experienced.

Results
Nearly nine out of every 100 men aged
15–44 were involved in a pregnancy in
1994: There were 66 conceptions resulting
in a birth per 1,000 men in this age range,
and 24 conceptions ending in an induced
abortion per 1,000 (Table 1). (Conceptions
ending in miscarriage are not included.)
These overall rates are essentially the same
for women aged 15–44.

Men tended to be older than women
when involved in a pregnancy.* Preg-
nancy rates associated with men aged 24
and younger were substantially lower
than those for women the same age, but
were higher than those for women at older
ages (Figure 1). Men aged 25–29 had the
highest rate of involvement in a preg-
nancy, while the pregnancy rate peaked
for women 20–24 years old. 

Only 9% of all pregnancies involved men
younger than 20, compared with 18% for
women in this age-group (Table 2). In con-
trast, 9% of pregnancies conceived in 1994
were to women aged 35 or older, while 19%
involved men in this age range.

We found a similar age pattern when we
restricted our estimates only to men and
women who had ever had intercourse.

or older are somewhat less likely to end
in abortion than are those involving
women in the same age-groups. Among
men and women aged 25–34, 18–23% of
pregnancies ended in abortion.
•Marital pregnancies. In 1994, some 2.8 mil-
lion pregnancies were conceived within
marriage (53% of all pregnancies). Men in
each age-group were less likely than
women of the same ages to be married.
Therefore, as can be seen in Table 1, the
overall pregnancy rate associated with
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Table 1. Number of pregnancies, births and abortions per 1,000
men and women, by marital status, sexual experience and age-
group (all at the time of conception), 1994

Charac- Men Women
teristic

Preg- Birthrate Abortion Preg- Birthrate Abortion
nancy rate nancy rate
rate rate

OVERALL
Total 89.4 65.7 23.7 90.0 66.1 23.9
<20* 51.6 30.6 21.0 110.0 74.5 35.5

<18† 28.6 15.0 13.6 86.2 59.4 26.8
18–19 87.1 54.6 32.5 146.4 97.5 48.9

20–24 130.4 87.1 43.3 164.8 112.7 52.1
25–29 150.6 115.6 35.0 143.2 111.2 32.0
30–34 108.1 88.2 19.9 93.7 75.9 17.8
35–39 62.9 48.7 14.2 38.1 28.4 9.6
≥40‡ 33.2 22.0 11.2 7.4 4.5 2.9

MARRIED
Total 104.9 95.4 9.5 94.6 86.0 8.6
<20* 395.5 364.7 30.8 453.7 429.0 24.7

<18 308.0 259.5 48.5 753.4 711.5 41.8
18–19 411.0 383.4 27.6 397.2 375.8 21.5

20–24 240.2 219.9 20.3 243.7 223.2 20.4
25–29 202.8 188.6 14.2 178.7 163.9 14.8
30–34 126.7 117.0 9.7 108.6 99.8 8.8
35–39 69.5 62.2 7.3 39.5 33.9 5.6
≥40‡ 25.8 19.8 6.0 5.7 3.8 1.9

UNMARRIED
Total 76.7 41.4 35.3 85.3 46.1 39.2
<20* 47.9 27.0 20.9 96.8 60.8 36.0

<18 27.9 14.4 13.5 79.6 53.0 26.7
18–19 79.6 47.0 32.6 125.0 73.7 51.3

20–24 107.4 59.2 48.2 133.3 68.5 64.8
25–29 109.5 58.2 51.3 101.5 49.3 52.2
30–34 79.5 44.0 35.5 66.0 31.6 34.4
35–39 49.7 22.0 27.7 35.0 16.7 18.3
≥40‡ 51.9 27.6 24.3 11.3 6.1 5.3

EVER HAD INTERCOURSE
Total 99.4 73.1 26.4 100.6 74.0 26.7
<20* 91.1 54.0 37.1 216.4 146.4 69.9

<18 65.6 34.5 31.1 228.0 157.1 70.9
18–19 113.5 71.1 42.3 206.8 137.7 69.1

20–24 144.8 96.7 48.1 186.2 127.3 58.9
25–29 158.2 121.5 36.7 149.8 116.3 33.5
30–34 110.3 90.0 20.3 96.2 77.9 18.3
35–39 64.4 49.8 14.6 38.6 28.8 9.8
≥40‡ 34.0 22.5 11.5 7.5 4.6 3.0

EVER HAD INTERCOURSE, UNMARRIED
Total 93.9 50.7 43.2 108.4 58.5 49.8
<20* 85.3 48.1 37.2 197.7 124.2 73.5

<18 64.2 33.2 31.0 214.2 142.5 71.7
18–19 104.4 61.6 42.8 183.0 107.9 75.1

20–24 122.0 67.3 54.7 158.9 81.6 77.3
25–29 119.8 63.7 56.1 112.2 54.5 57.7
30–34 83.8 46.4 37.4 71.3 34.2 37.2
35–39 53.5 23.7 29.8 36.6 17.5 19.1
≥40‡ 56.6 30.1 26.5 12.0 6.4 5.6

*Denominator for rates is those aged 15–19. †Denominator for rates is those aged 15–17.
‡Denominator for rates is those aged 40–44. Note: Pregnancy rate data exclude miscarriages.

*Fewer than 2% of all men responsible for pregnancies
in 1994 were aged 45 or older. From NCHS estimates of
birth rates among men, we estimated that excluding preg-
nancies involving men aged 45 and older from the nu-
merator would decrease the rate from 89 to 88 births per
1,000 men.


