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Before First Sex: Gender Differences Among Adolescents in the Philippines

TABLE 1. Selected characteristics of adolescents participating in the Cebu Longitudi-
nal Health and Nutrition Survey, by survey year and gender, Cebu, Philippines

Characteristic 1998–2000 2002

Males Females Males Females
(N=1,110) (N=1,007) (N=1,089) (N=962)

MEANS
Age 15.58 14.55*** 18.18 18.19
Wealth index† –0.73 –0.76 –1.81 –1.83
Highest grade completed 8.7 8.7 9.7 10.8***

PERCENTAGES
Urban 71.5 72.1 74.4 73.9
Church attendance ≥3 times per month 58.9 72.0*** 39.9 58.3***

***Difference from males is significant at p<.001. †Index was calculated by assessing household assets based
on the methodology described by Filmer and Pritchett. Principal components analysis was used to derive weights
for each asset in the index. The index is a continuous variable ranging from –2.82 to 1.23. Source: Wealth index—
reference 23.


