
Conclusion
Our study has identified factors that ap-
pear to lead high-risk women to enter pre-
natal care early and factors that seem to
preclude the early initiation of care. While
Hispanic women have a similar overall
risk for late entry into prenatal care no
matter what their race, the risk factors ap-
pear to have slightly different impacts for
Hispanic women who are white and those
who are of “other races.”

For women participating in the Health-
Start program, living in poor housing con-
ditions and engaging in risky behaviors
were associated with delayed entry into
prenatal care. Paradoxically, having clini-
cal depression or another mental illness
and experiencing violence or abuse were
linked to earlier entry. Association with the
mental health community may facilitate
early initiation of care, and violence may
propel women into contact with the med-
ical and social services systems.

The wantedness of a woman’s preg-

language or if she does not want her preg-
nancy, she has reduced odds of getting
early care. Smoking has a negative impact
for non-Hispanic whites, non-Hispanic
blacks and “other” Hispanics. 

Some variables affect only one group of
women, but others have opposing im-
pacts, depending upon the group. While
having inadequate financial resources is
positively linked to early prenatal care for
Hispanic white women, it has the oppo-
site effect for their non-Hispanic counter-
parts. Similarly, drinking has a positive
impact for Hispanic white women and a
negative effect for non-Hispanic black
women. Using marijuana and hard drugs
is associated with early care for non-His-
panic white women, but with later care for
non-Hispanic black women. Further in-
vestigation into why these factors have
different impacts is needed. For example,
are they measuring different concepts for
different groups, or do they really have
varying effects on each group?

nancy had by far the largest and most con-
sistent effects on the timing of prenatal
care. Unlike research that has had to rely
upon retrospective reports of pregnancy
wantedness,28 our study identified wom-
en who did not want their pregnancies
while they were pregnant. It may be nec-
essary, however, to interpret the estimat-
ed effects of wantedness with caution:
Since unwanted pregnancies can encom-
pass situations that do not meet any of the
criteria of our definition, the estimated ef-
fect of this measure may be overstated.
Furthermore, our definition partially in-
cludes the outcome we are analyzing, tim-
ing of entry into prenatal care. However,
the low proportion of women classified as
having unwanted pregnancies and the fact
that 18% of these women got care in the
first trimester suggest that our measure of
unwantedness encompasses more than
late entry into care.

Two additional points lead us to con-
clude that the estimates of the effects of
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Table 5. Percentage of women who obtained prenatal care during the first trimester, by selected characteristics, according to race or ethnicity

Characteristic Non-Hispanic Hispanic Characteristic Non-Hispanic Hispanic

White Black White Other White Black White Other

U.S.-born Living in poor housing conditions?
Yes 45.6 31.5 35.9 36.6 Yes 36.7 27.3 30.8 32.1 
No 36.4 34.9 36.7 35.3 No 45.0 30.8 36.6 35.5

Dominant language other than English? Inadequate financial resources?
Yes 34.2 28.0 35.6 35.0 Yes 43.2 32.9 37.5 36.7
No 45.5 31.9 37.8 35.9 No 45.6 31.2 35.9 34.3

Worked during first trimester? Caregiver?
Yes 54.0 42.6 43.4 41.5 Yes 42.9 35.4 38.3 26.4
No 41.7 29.7 34.8 34.0 No 44.9 31.7 36.5 35.5

Married at any time during pregnancy? Ever involved with criminal justice system?
Yes 49.2 38.4 40.0 38.6 Yes 42.6 28.7 33.2 33.3
No 42.7 31.0 34.9 34.4 No 44.9 31.8 36.5 35.4

Age Violence/abuse in household?
<15 35.0 14.1 30.6 32.3 Yes 43.7 33.5 42.6 32.5
15–17 34.7 24.1 32.0 32.8 No 44.9 31.7 36.3 35.5
18–19 40.5 29.4 33.6 31.3
20–24 44.1 32.7 33.9 34.3 Depression/other mental health problems?
25–29 47.7 34.9 38.5 37.2 Yes 45.2 32.9 40.3 32.1
30–34 47.4 33.6 39.7 39.0 No 44.8 31.7 36.3 35.6
35–39 48.5 33.6 44.0 40.5
≥40 44.1 37.3 37.8 42.5 Pregnancy unwanted?

Yes 20.6 14.4 24.0 19.0
City size No 45.7 32.8 36.8 35.9
<50,000 45.5 29.9 34.4 33.1
50,000–74,999 42.9 29.4 36.1 27.8 Smoked?
≥75,000 42.6 33.6 38.3 40.2 Yes 44.7 29.1 36.4 32.7

No 45.0 32.6 36.5 35.7
Year
1988 34.5 25.3 34.2 35.0 Drank?
1989 37.9 28.8 36.1 36.2 Yes 43.6 27.2 41.3 30.9
1990 41.2 30.3 33.3 33.5 No 45.0 32.3 36.3 35.6
1991 40.9 29.0 32.8 30.5
1992 47.5 31.9 34.0 32.1 Drug use
1993 51.2 35.5 38.6 39.3 Marijuana only 46.2 33.6 37.0 40.6
1994 50.0 40.3 47.2 46.1 Marijuana plus hard drugs 48.1 22.5 34.4 27.4
1995 56.0 46.3 42.9 55.8 Hard drugs only 41.3 25.6 33.7 37.4
1996 47.7 55.0 58.9 53.0 None 44.9 32.3 36.5 35.4

Threatened with eviction/homelessness? Other psychosocial risk factors?
Yes 37.6 30.3 36.6 32.4 Yes 36.9 28.6 36.5 35.2
No 45.1 31.8 36.5 35.5 No 45.0 32.0 36.5 35.4


