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HIV Risk Perceptions and First Sex in Cape Town

TABLE 1. Characteristics of 14–22-year-olds who participated in both Wave 1 and
Wave 3 of the Cape Area Panel Study, by gender and sexual experience at Wave 1

All Sexually inexperienced

Characteristic Male Female Male Female
(N=1,429) (N=1,588) (N=813) (N=966)

Age at Wave 1 17.7 (0.07) 17.7 (0.08) 16.7 (0.01) 16.7 (0.08)
Race

Black 27.7 28.7 18.8 21.1
Colored 53.2 50.6 57.4 58.0
White 19.0 20.7 23.8 21.0

Enrolled in school at Wave 1 na na 81.2 83.9
Enrolled in school at Wave 3 39.0 41.7 na na
At Wave 1, knew someone who

had died of AIDS 16.5 19.8* 11.4 16.9***
Ever had sex at Wave 1 38.9 36.0 na na
Ever had sex at Wave 3 na na 46.6 45.1
Perceived HIV risk at Wave 1

No risk na na 57.6 59.9
Small risk na na 31.0 28.6
Moderate risk na na 6.5 6.4
Great risk na na 4.9 5.1

Perceived HIV risk at Wave 3
No risk 43.6 47.3 na na
Small risk 38.8 35.9 na na
Moderate risk 10.9 10.2 na na
Great risk 6.8 6.6 na na

*p<.05. ***p<.001. Notes: Data are percentages, unless otherwise noted. Figures in parentheses are standard 
errors. na=not applicable.


