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Unwanted Sex Among Married Young Women in India

TABLE 2. Relative risk ratios for experiencing occasional
and frequent unwanted sex from multinational logistic re-
gression among married young women in India who told
their husband when they did not want to have sex

Characteristic Occasional Frequent 
unwanted unwanted
sex sex

Individual
Current age 0.99 1.03
Current life stage

Recently married (ref) 1.00 1.00
Pregnant for the first time 0.99 0.46*
First-time mother 0.92 0.49***

Yrs. of schooling 0.97 0.89***
Current work status 

Not working (ref) 1.00 1.00
Working 1.72** 1.34

Index of gender role attitudes 0.96 1.00
Index of attitudes toward

gender-based violence 1.04 1.16***
Decision-making index 0.96† 0.94†

Relationship
Familiar with husband at marriage

Not at all (ref) 1.00 1.00
Somewhat 1.37 1.25
Fairly/very 0.68* 0.44**

Spend time together 
Frequently (ref) 1.00 1.00
Sometimes 1.21 1.32
Rarely/never 1.24 1.53
Only at night 0.77 1.33

Husband supports wife in conflict
Never (ref) 1.00 1.00
Sometimes 1.83** 1.48
Always 0.69*** 0.49***

Spousal age difference 
2 yrs. (ref) 1.00 1.00
3–5 yrs. 1.01 1.23
≥6 yrs. 1.06 0.98

Spousal educational difference 
Husband more educated (ref) 1.00 1.00
Spouses similarly educated 0.86 1.25
Wife more educated 1.26 1.15

Household
Family type

Nuclear (ref) 1.00 1.00
Extended 0.92 0.82

Religion
Hindu (ref) 1.00 1.00
Muslim 1.34† 2.36***

Standard of living
Low (ref) 1.00 1.00
Medium 0.69* 0.77
High 0.58* 0.45*

Context
State

Gujarat (ref) 1.00 1.00
West Bengal 2.44*** 0.77

*p≤.05. **p≤.01. ***p≤.001. †p≤.10. Notes: The comparison category for each
analysis is no unwanted sex. The analysis presented above is based on a sam-
ple of 1,531 women (133 cases were removed because of missing information
on some of the independent variables). ref=reference group. The standard of
living index was based on housing materials and ownership of agricultural land,
livestock and household durables (pressure cooker, electric fan, bicycle, radio,
sewing machine, telephone, refrigerator, television, motorcycle, and car or trac-
tor). Scores assigned for owning these assets ranged from 1 to 4; index score
ranged from 0 to 34. Scores of 0–4 were classified as low, 5–14 as medium and
≥15 as high.


