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egory, this choice becomes irrelevant once
we turn to predicted values of schooling for
all women by childbearing age and period. 

In the PSID, first-birth period is divid-
ed into seven five-year categories, from
1961–1965 (the reference category) to
1991–1995. In the NLSY, since few women
were old enough to have had a birth be-
fore 1970, the 1970–1974 birth period is the
reference category. We also examine in-
teractions between birth period and age
at first birth. 

Control Variables
Individuals are identified as Hispanic,
black, or nonblack non-Hispanic by either
their response to the screener item for
racial or ethnic cohort (NLSY) or their re-

birth is divided into four categories. Teen-
age mothers, the group of most interest,
had a first birth at age 19 or younger. (In
the sibling analyses, teenage childbearers
are further divided into two categories—
aged younger than 18 and aged 18–19.)
They are compared with women whose
first birth occurred at ages 20–24, those
whose first birth occurred at ages 25–29
and those whose first birth occurred at age
30 or later or who had not had a birth by
the end of the survey (the reference cate-
gory).* Although we could have selected
another age-group as the comparison cat-

sponses to items on racial origin and Span-
ish descent (PSID). The Hispanic sample
of the NLSY differs from that of the PSID,
with the former including a sample of
more recent adult immigrants to the Unit-
ed States. Because we want the overall
samples to be as similar as possible, His-
panics are excluded from the analyses.
Background variables include family
structure and maternal employment at
age 14, mother’s education, number of sib-
lings, and region of residence at age 29. 

The between-family sibling models use
the same set of controls. Family income at
age 14 is not included in the trend analy-
ses because the data are not available in the
NLSY. It is, however, included in the PSID
sibling models. The only control variable

Table 1. Selected mean values, and percentage distribution of women, by selected characteristics, all according to data set and age at first
birth, National Longitudinal Survey of the Labor Market Experience of Youth (NLSY) and Panel Study of Income Dynamics (PSID)

Characteristic NLSY PSID

Total <20 20�24 25�29 ≥30 Total <20 20�24 25�29 ≥30
(N=4,013) (N=994) (N=1,013) (N=742) (N=1,264) (N=3,562) (N=992) (N=1,065) (N=648) (N=857)

MEANS
Yrs. of schooling 13.2 11.3 12.6 13.9 14.5 13.1 11.4 12.7 14.2 14.3
No. of siblings 3.3 4.0 3.5 3.1 2.9 3.6 4.3 3.7 3.3 3.3
Mother’s mean yrs. of schooling 11.7 10.4 11.5 12.1 12.8 11.4 10.3 11.3 11.9 11.9

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS
Age at first birth
<20 19.6 na na na na 23.7 na na na na
20�24 24.9 na na na na 28.7 na na na na
25�29 21.2 na na na na 19.8 na na na na
≥30/no birth 34.3 na na na na 27.8 na na na na

Black
Yes 14.4 28.7 15.3 7.3 6.8 15.8 27.2 15.8 9.2 9.2
No 85.6 71.3 84.7 92.7 93.2 84.2 72.8 84.2 90.8 90.8

Family structure at age 14
Two parents 84.6 76.3 84.9 88.7 86.6 82.4 72.9 82.8 87.2 87.2
Mother only 13.3 19.2 12.8 10.6 10.1 15.9 24.7 15.8 11.9 11.9
Father only 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.1 1.4 2.4 1.4 1.0 1.0
Other 1.9 4.0 2.2 0.6 1.0 u u u u u

Maternal employment at age 14
Employed 54.5 53.9 56.8 52.9 48.3 59.9 54.7 62.5 58.8 58.8
Not employed 45.5 46.1 43.2 47.1 51.7 40.1 45.3 37.5 41.2 41.2

Region
Northeast 17.8 10.9 15.0 17.9 27.0 22.5 15.5 18.5 25.6 25.6
North Central 29.3 30.0 32.2 35.5 27.9 26.9 26.7 29.1 30.5 30.5
South 36.8 47.2 35.4 31.1 30.7 32.1 41.4 35.3 25.0 25.0
West 16.1 11.9 17.4 15.4 17.8 18.1 16.4 16.6 17.9 17.9
Other country na na na na na 0.5 0.0 0.5 0.9 0.9

Period of first birth
Early 1960s na na na na na 3.2 13.6 0.0 0.0 0.0
Late 1960s na na na na na 11.7 26.0 19.2 0.0 0.0
Early 1970s 2.4 12.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.6 24.0 23.9 10.4 10.4
Late 1970s 16.5 59.5 19.9 0.0 0.0 17.4 24.2 21.8 24.0 24.0
Early 1980s 25.1 28.0 62.3 19.2 0.0 15.6 12.2 23.9 22.6 22.6
Late 1980s 21.3 0.1 17.8 62.8 41.5 10.7 0.0 11.2 24.2 24.2
Early 1990s 8.9 0.0 0.0 17.9 57.9 11.3 0.0 0.0 18.7 18.7

Birth cohort
Late 1940s na na na na na 23.0 26.6 27.7 16.7 19.6
Early 1950s na na na na na 25.8 25.2 25.5 27.3 25.8
Late 1950s na na na na na 23.4 25.4 22.0 22.5 24.0
Early 1960s 59.1 57.0 56.7 62.6 59.9 24.8 19.8 22.3 30.9 27.3
Late 1960s na na na na na 2.9 3.0 2.5 2.6 3.3

Notes: All values are based on weighted data. u=unavailable. na=not applicable.

*Some of those who had not yet had a birth will even-
tually do so. The standard approach in the literature is
to include all women, thus avoiding selectivity problems.


