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Physical Spousal Abuse of Women During Pregnancy in Bangladesh

TABLE 1. Percentage of ever-pregnant women, by selected characteristics, according
to location, Bangladesh, 2001

Characteristic Urban Rural
(N=1,280) (N=1,273)

Age-group**
15–19 6.7 6.2
20–24 18.5 15.6
25–29 24.6 21.3
≥30 50.1 57.0

Husband’s education (yrs.)***
None 13.3 38.4
1–5 6.0 11.5
6–10 24.7 31.8
≥11 56.1 18.3

Earns income*** 15.2 21.1
Member of savings/credit group*** 13.0 31.3
Marriage involved dowry demands*** 14.1 53.0
In-laws live in household *** 23.1 36.4
May depend on natal family support in crisis 86.2 85.6
Mean level of spousal communication (range,0–4) 3.1 3.1
Mother was abused by her husband*** 15.2 9.6
Mother-in-law was abused by her husband** 13.4 17.1
Muslim*** 94.9 83.4
High concern about level of crime in community***,† 14.7 8.4

**p<.01.***p<.001.†Data collected from an adult from index woman’s household.Note: All figures are percent-
ages, except where noted.


