Physical Spousal Abuse of Women During Pregnancy in Bangladesh

TABLE 2. Percentage of ever-pregnant women, by experience
of physical abuse during pregnancy, according to location

Characteristics Urban Rural
Allwomen (N=1,280) (N=1,273)
Ever physically abused during pregnancy ~ 10.2 124
Women ever abused during pregnancy (N=131) (N=158)
Ever kicked or punched in abdomen 36.6 24.7%
Abuser was pregnancy partnert 99.2 99.4

Women abused by pregnancy partner (N=130) (N=157)
Abused by pregnancy partner

before pregnancyt 83.2 86.0
Women abused by pregnancy partner
before and during pregnancy (N=109) (N=135)
Changein level of violence after becoming pregnantt

Decrease 413 54.1

No change 46.2 378

Increase 125 8.1

*p<.05.1Refers to last pregnancy during which woman was abused.
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