
Volume 34, Number 2, June 2008 International Family Planning Perspectives

Physical Spousal Abuse of Women During Pregnancy in Bangladesh

TABLE 3. Odds ratios (and 95% confidence intervals) from logistic regression analyses
identifying factors associated with spousal violence during pregnancy, by location

Characteristic Urban Rural

Age-group
15–19 (ref) 1.00 1.00
20–24 0.21 (0.08–0.54)** 0.55 (0.21–1.47)
25–29 0.30 (0.13–0.72)** 0.49 (0.19–1.26)
≥30 0.20 (0.09–0.46)*** 0.60 (0.25–1.46)

Husband’s education (yrs.)
None (ref) 1.00 1.00
1–5 0.52 (0.18–1.55) 1.11 (0.57–2.17)
6–10 0.77 (0.38–1.58) 0.82 (0.49–1.39)
≥11 0.28 (0.13–0.65)** 0.57 (0.26–1.24)

Earns income 1.08 (0.53–2.24) 1.53 (0.92–2.55)
Member of savings/credit group 1.11 (0.52–2.38) 1.34 (0.84–2.12)
Marriage involved dowry demands 0.83 (0.41–1.69) 1.76 (1.10–2.84)*
In-laws live in household 0.95 (0.48–1.88) 0.72 (0.44–1.17)
May depend on natal family support in crisis 1.35 (0.67–2.74) 0.48 (0.28–0.84)**
Level of spousal communication 0.60 (0.51–0.71)*** 0.70 (0.60–0.81)***
Mother was abused by her husband 2.06 (1.10–3.85)* 2.43 (1.38–4.28)**
Mother-in-law was abused by her husband 2.23 (1.22–4.10)** 3.44 (2.17–5.44)***
Income quartile

I (ref) 1.00 1.00
II 0.48 (0.24–0.93)* 1.13 (0.63–2.05)
III 0.52 (0.22–1.14) 1.29 (0.68–2.45)
IV 0.36 (0.14–0.91)* 1.50 (0.76–2.96)

Muslim .na 3.57 (1.67–7.62)**
High concern about level of crime in community† 1.09 (1.04–1.15)*** 1.00 (0.97–1.03)

*p<.05.**p<.01.***p<.001.†Data collected from an adult from index woman’s household. Notes: ref=reference
group.na=not applicable.


