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Premarital Romantic Partnerships in Delhi, India

TABLE 2. Percentage of unmarried youth reporting selected premarital romantic behaviors, by age and sexual experience, according to gender

Behavior/experience All 15–17 18–19 No sexual Sexual
relationship relationship

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
(N=583) (N=475) (N=356) (N=376) (N=227) (N=99) (N=382) (N=441) (N=201) (N=34)

Interact with opposite sex 51 57 54 48 57 67 38 56*** 77 68

Have friends of the opposite sex 62 40*** 56 38*** 71 45*** 48 37*** 88 74

Peers starting to get interested
in each other 94 87*** 92 85** 98 93* 91 86* 99 100

Someone of the opposite sex
expressed interest in respondent 62 53** 53 51 74 58** 50 51 84 71

Ever liked someone of the opposite sex 67 47*** 61 46*** 75 50*** 56 45*** 87 77

*Gender differences are significant at p≤.05.**Gender differences are significant at p≤.01.***Gender differences are significant at p≤.001. Note: p values determined with Fisher’s exact test.


