Premarital Romantic Partnerships in Delhi, India

TABLE 3. Percentage of unmarried youth reporting selected attitudes toward premarital sex by age and sexual experience, according to gender

Attitude All 15-17 18-19 No sexual Sexual
relationship relationship
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
(N=583)  (N=475) (N=356)  (N=376) (N=227) (N=99) (N=382) (N=441) (N=201) (N=34)

Only married people should
have a sexual relationship 92 96** 91 96* 92 96 94 96 87 88

I a girland a boy love each other,
it is okay to have a sexual relationship 33 14%%% 34 14xx% 30 17% 23 12%%* 51 38

Sometimes a girl may getinvolved in a
sexual relationship to prove her love 65 3g*x* 65 3g%x* 66 36%** 58 36%** 81 65*%

Sometimes a boy has to force a girl
to have sex if he loves her 44 40 47 41 39 38 41 39 50 53

A boy does not respect a girl who is
willing to have a sexual relationship
before marriage 80 76 78 76 83 75 78 75 84 82

If reliable contraceptives are used to
prevent pregnancy, it is okay to have a
sexual relationship 51 26%** 49 26%** 54 24%** 43 24x¥* 65 50

*Gender differences are significant at p<.05.**Gender differences are significant at p<.01.***Gender differences are significant at p<.001. Note: p values determined with Fisher’s exact test.
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